



Community loses a hero 

Tom Vindeed, dedicated to 
charities and gay softball, dies at 62. 

page 21 

Sexy German stud wins! 

Nurenburg’s Stefan Mueller 
takes 1ML prize in Chicago. 

page 44 
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Queer sidekick 

‘Codename: Knockout’pairs 
tough girl with gay man. 

see Arts section 




For a long-term 
, survivor, grief 
k & happioess go 
^ hand in hand 

i«§|& by Katie Szymanski 


were documented 

WSim cases at San Francisco ^WMSgSBSSB^ 
General of these weird 
WBf opportunistic cases that no 
one had ever seen before in 
wHw healthy young men. 

“By about 1982, there was an un- 

1P||||||^ derstanding on the street that there was * 

dris illness, that it was occurring in gay men, 

HHHHy and the strong suspicion in the community itself 
wBSBttW that it was somehow related to sex. 

|H9^ “The earliest prevention messages, which were not 
Wm very good, were: be sure that your partner was healthy, and 
Wm limit the number of partners that you have. ^ 

Wf “So the earliest bad advice was based on the findings that some ^ 
W people had outrageous numbers of partners - and I say that with 
V some admiration - they were people who were enjoying a healthy sex 
life; there was no reason that they shouldn’t have had thousands of partners, 
at that time ” 


transgender communities since 1971 


my 


Vol. 31 • No. 22 • 31 May 2001 




DPH’s Mitch Katz 
looks back with 
sadness and 
some hope 


by David Fraser 

I f we spin out the metaphors of 
our life in what we do, Dr. 

Mitchell Katz is on a per¬ 
sonal HIV/AIDS bike 
marathon, pedaling a road 
between hope and despair. 

Arriving at his Civic 
Center office on his bi¬ 
cycle, the director of San 
Francisco’s Department of 
Public Health allowed that 
the ride to work downhill 
from Twin Peaks was smooth 
enough. Going up again, he said 
with a smile, can be a struggle. 

Dressed in jeans, short sleeves, 
and bike helmet, Katz said with a 
grin that he changes his clothes when ' 
heading “over there” across the street to 
City Hall. 

In a May 22 interview 
with the Bay Area Reporter, 

Katz talked with clarity and 
tears about how HIV, 

AIDS, promise, and loss 
have shaped his life and 
world over the 20 years 
since the disease - then a 
mystery - was first publicly 
identified by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Preventionon JuneS, 1981, 

AIDS over 20 years 

Katz traced the history 
of AIDS: “People were in¬ 
fected in San Francisco as 
early as 1978. By 1981 there Dr. Mitchell Katz 


Squeamish about anal sex 

But, said Katz, as with any infectious disease, as HFV 
became more common, people started to realize in 
1984-1985 that the number of partners didn’t matter 
as much as the sexual acts: “Pretty early on, the analy¬ 
sis was showing that it was anal intercourse that was 
the strongest [factor], and every single study showed 
the same thing.” 

Even now, he sees a kind of squeamishness, espe¬ 
cially among doctors, about using even clinical terms 
like insertive or receptive anal intercourse “that does¬ 
n’t help prevention one bit... " 

“Every time I go to a prevention conference I try to 
say, and frankly I feel like I’m one of the few people 
who ever says it, that in San Francisco at this time, if 
you eliminate unprotected receptive anal intercourse 
by HIV-negative men when having sex with HIV-pos- 
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PWA Raymond Montez 


edicines, apartments, 
and lovers have all 
come and gone in Ray¬ 
mond Montez’s history with 
AIDS, but his personal ex¬ 
perience with the disease 
has remained pretty 
constant: except for a 
brief life-threatening 
infection in the 1990s, 
he has been relatively 
healthy, he says, since he 
first tested positive in 1986. 
For the past three years, 
Montez has lived in the 
Richard M. Cohen Residence 
for people with AIDS, a 10-bed 
program for formerly homeless 
men with debilitating HIV that is 
run by Dolores Street 
Community Services. 
Located in a beautiful 
landmark Victorian 
cottage with a backyard 
garden oasis, the Cohen 
residence provides 24- 
hour care to people 
who are coping with 
AIDS-related disabili¬ 
ties but do not need 
hospice care. Meals, as¬ 
sistance with medica¬ 
tion, visiting nurse and 
| attendant care, finan- 
| cial management, 
transportation, activi¬ 
ties, and access to men- 
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Electrolysis is safe and the FDA 
finds it to be the only method of 
PERMANENT hair removal 


John Frizzell 

Registered Electrologist 

(415) 626-2729 

For free consultation or brochures 
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Michael VV. Blevins, D.D.S. 


5 

SASSOCIAIES 



Michael W. Blevins. D.tt.S. Barn Mitt, lUt.S. 


Cleanings done 
by the dentist 

Simple to full 
mouth reconstruction 

Over 40 years 
combined experience 


450 Sutter Street • Suite 1233 
San Francisco, CA 
415* 986* 6223 

Sedation, MC/Ylsa. AMEX, Insurance 



Former 0J lawyer hired 
in dog mauling case 



by Ed Walsh 


F ormer O.J. Simpson attorney 
Robert Blasier has been 
hired to work for Marjorie 
Knoller, one of the caretakers of 
the dogs involved in the deadly 
January attack on Diane Whipple. 

In a brief telephone interview 
with the Bay Area Reporter this 
week, Blasier said he had been 
consulting with Knoller for “a 
while” but the Sacramento attor¬ 
ney wouldn’t comment on why he 
decided to get involved in the case. 

“I’m not her attorney of 
record,” noted Blasier, who added 
that it’s “always possible” he could 
eventually be her attorney of 
record. 

Both Knoller and her husband, 
Robert Noel, are currently being 
represented through the public 
defender’s office. When asked 
whether he was taking the case 
pro bono since Knoller and Noel 
were reportedly financially desti¬ 
tute, Blasier said that he was hired 
by Knoller’s family. 

Assistant District Attorney Jim 


Hammer said that he’s only heard 
rumors from the press that 
Knoller has hired a private con¬ 
sultant. 

“I think [District Attorney Ter¬ 
ence Hallinan] is concerned that if 
they have the money to hire 
lawyers, then they have to pay the 
county back for the use of the 
public defender,” said Hammer. 

The couple appeared in court 
on Tuesday, May 29, and formally 


entered their pleas of not guilty. 
Noel stood with his armed crossed 
during most of the hearing. 
Knoller was in a wheelchair, as she 
had been during the last hearing 
earlier this month, and looked 
down with her eyes closed or near¬ 
ly closed through most of the pro¬ 
ceeding. It was reported that she 
had been experiencing panic at¬ 
tacks but no mention was made at 
page 18 ► 


Jury awards $651< in discrimination case 


by Katie Szymanski 


E ven in this oppressive rental 
climate, sometimes the un¬ 
derdogs do come out on 
top. A San Francisco jury on May 
23 ordered Benicia resident and 
San Francisco' landlord James 
Calcagno to pay $65,000 in dam¬ 
ages for violating the California 
Fair Employment and Housing 
Act when he refused to rent or 
even show an apartment to a gay 
African American man. 

The complaint, which was filed 
in San Francisco Superior Court 
last June, alleged that on February 
9,2000, Ed Greene traveled to 1411 
Florida Street to inquire about a 
vacant unit owned by Calcagno. 
Previously, a friend of Greene’s had 
been by the place and was quoted a 
price of $900 and told by Calcagno 
that the tenant was moving out at 
the beginning of that month. 
When Greene arrived, he spoke 
with Calcagno, who allegedly de¬ 


nied that an apartment was for 
rent, then said, “I might have an 
apartment, but it will not be ready 
for another month.” Calcagno then 
allegedly quoted Greene a rent 
price of $1,200 to $1,300. 

According to the complaint, 
Greene asked if he could see the 
apartment, and was told it was not 
ready to be shown. Greene asked if 
he could fill out an application and 
was told there were no applications 
available. Greene then said it was 
unfortunate that Calcagno was 
making different rules for Greene, 
at which point Calcagno allegedly 
slammed the door in Greene’s face 
and said, “fucking nigger.” 

Although the defense basically 
presented a case that denied any 
such incident occurred, according 
to Greene’s attorney Gary Clouti¬ 
er with the firm Wotman & 
Cloutier, Calcagno’s deposition 
revealed his own admission that 
he was reluctant to show the 
apartment because he believed 
Greene to be a homeless person. 


“That area is street people all 
over there,” said Calcagno, accord¬ 
ing to a record of his deposition. 

Greene is an administrator at 
Stanford University. 

Richard Chiozza, the attorney 
representing Calcagno, told the 
Bay Area Reporter that the reason 
Greene was denied entry to the 
building was because he showed 
up unannounced. 

“My client was doing work on 
the unit. It was not ready to be 
shown, and he did not have an ap¬ 
plication with him,” said Chiozza, 
who added that he respected the 
jury’s decision but is considering 
an appeal based on a ruling of law. 

Although only nine juror votes 
were required for Greene to win 
the lawsuit, the verdict was unan¬ 
imous, 12-0. 

“Racism is something fairly 
prevalent in American society,” 
Cloutier told the B.A.R. “But it’s a 
rare case when we’re able to prove 
a discriminatory animus in refus¬ 
ing to provide a service.” T 


Goats to help city take a nibble at blight 



by David Fraser 


A betted and aided by 100 
goats, city workers and vol¬ 
unteers are poised to kick 
off June’s neighborhood cleanup 
campaign in San Francisco’s Dis¬ 
trict 8 on June 9. 

Alexander Mamak of the city’s 
Department of Public Works 
promised that a herd of goats 
from Goats R Us will be chomp¬ 
ing the hillsides of Twin Peaks. 

“It’s the first time we’ve had 
animal volunteers,” laughed 
Mamak, DPW’s director of public 
affairs. The pilot Clean City pro¬ 
ject was launched last November 
and is now a citywide effort. 

The cleanup proceeds in stages 
month-by-month by district. Next 
month will see volunteer efforts on 
June 9,16, and 23. The Twin Peaks 
activity will start at 9 a.m. on June 
9, and run for a couple of hours. 

On June 16, the cleanup will be 
at Mission Dolores Park, and a 


week later work will commence at 
the James Lick Middle School, 
1220 Noe at Clipper, focusing on 
public buildings and a nearby po¬ 
lice station. 

Information on volunteering 
and meeting places can be found 
at the Clean City Coalition’s Web 
site, http://www.sfcleancity.com 
/index.html, and two-legged vol¬ 
unteers can sign up by calling 
(415)554-5447. 

The coalition is a community- 
based umbrella organization, or¬ 
ganized in conjunction with 
DPW, the mayor’s office, and 
other city departments. Work 
often involves people from fire 
and police departments, schools, 
and church groups. 

“We give them a T-shirt, refresh¬ 
ments, a pizza lunch,” Mamak said. 
“The main purpose is to increase 
awareness of people’s responsibili¬ 
ty” to keep San Francisco clean. 

The department also targets 
school kids with the idea of com¬ 
munity service, through a club and 


through rewards at department and 
other stores. Earning a certain num¬ 
ber of work credits brings discounts. 

Behind the scenes, he added, 
the city does “a lot of stuff that 
volunteers can’t do for safety rea¬ 
sons, such as road work. We’ll do 
most of the heavy stuff, with vol¬ 
unteers handling remaining items 
like clearing weeds. The goats are 
going to help with that.” 

“We ask people to tell us their 
needs,” Mamak said. “Some places 
are highly susceptible to illegal 
dumping... these are people litter¬ 
ing for profit.” 

Mamak told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter the cleanup doesn’t require 
additional funding: “There’s no 
budget; it’s based on our current 
street cleaning. We’re working 
smarter by designating [city] peo¬ 
ple to work on Saturday, and then 
take Monday off.” 

Supplies, he said, are being do¬ 
nated by the Clean City Coalition, 
as well as firms such as Walgreens, 
Pacific Bell, and Michelin Tires. T 
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McGoldrick’s housing 
bill heads toward 
full board vote 



by David Fraser 


A mid impassioned testimony 
from pro-tenant and pro- 
Wm homeowner groups, a San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors 
committee voted at a public hear¬ 
ing last Thursday, May 24, to pro¬ 
ceed with a key housing ordinance 
that would limit, but not obliter¬ 
ate, tenancies-in-common. 

Known as the “home owner¬ 
ship for tenants” ordinance, the 
proposal by Supervisor Jake Mc- 
Goldrick is expected to go before 
the full board for a vote, perhaps 
as early as this Monday, June 4. 

It is designed, McGoldrick 
said, to protect renters from un¬ 
regulated conversions of their 
units into TICs, while helping ten¬ 
ants at or below median income 
to buy their units. 

The legislation offers an alter¬ 
native to a TIC-conversion mea¬ 
sure by Supervisor Chris Daly that 
would limit TIC conversions to 
200 per year. Currently there are 
no limits on such conversions, and 
hundreds of rental units are taken 
off the market each year. 

Daly, whose ordinance was 
tabled, told the Bay Area Reporter 
: “Hopefully, we can get [Mc¬ 
Goldrick’s ordinance] through 
the entire board. I think he really 
attempted to hear the affordabili¬ 
ty argument ... the addition of 
200 units speaks to that argu¬ 


ment, without jeopardizing addi¬ 
tional seniors or others with evic¬ 
tion.” • 

The ordinance needs six votes 
to pass, but requires eight to over¬ 
ride a possible veto by Mayor 
Willie Brown. Brown has not said 
how he would react to passage. 


Demo and counterdemo 

The hearing drew hundreds of 
people to City Hall. A scheduled 
demonstration by pro-owner 
neighborhood groups was preced¬ 
ed and more or less supplanted by 
a counterdemonstration by pro¬ 
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Protesters opposed to Supervisor Jake McGoldrick's proposed tenant 
ordinance demonstrated outside City Hall on May 24. A contingent of 
tenant activists also staged a rally. 


Man who helps AIDS survivors in 
Africa, Latin America\, faces eviction 


by David Fraser 


H omer Hobi collects AIDS 
medicines to send to Latin 
America and Africa. He’s 
got AIDS himself. 

In January he returned to San 
Francisco after a 19-hour flight 
from South America. His new 
landlord greeted him with the 
news that he was going to get an 
Ellis Act eviction from his Noe 
Valley apartment. 

The state Ellis Act allows land¬ 
lords to evict tenants but they can¬ 
not rent the property for 10 years. 

“I’m on disability with AIDS, so 
I don’t know what the outcome is 
going to be,” Hobi told the Bay Area 
Reporter. “As a person on disability, 
I have a one-year waiver [on mov¬ 
ing] . I’m working with a lawyer via 
the AIDS Legal Referral Panel.” 

He is scheduled to be evicted 
on May 3,2002. 

Hobi, 55, shared his story last 
week at a Board of Supervisors 
hearing before a panel considering 
two proposals to limit conversions 
of rental units to tenancies-in- 
common. 

The panel voted to send Super¬ 
visor Jake McGoldrick’s ordinance 
to the full board for a vote [see 
story above]. Hobi was one of 
many residents who offered testi¬ 
mony at the May 24 hearing; 
many of the speakers said they 
supported the tenants’ side. 

Opponents say the city has no 
business intruding into ownership 
and argue that TIC conversions 
should not be regulated. 



Homer Hobi faces eviction 


“I’ve been here five years,” 
Hobi said. “My old landlady died; 
I helped care for her and her heirs 
wanted to accommodate my de¬ 
sire to stay in the unit. 

‘No picnic’ 

“As soon as I met the new land¬ 
lord, he informed me he wanted 
to evict me. Since then, there’s 
been tremendous stress. Living 
with AIDS is not a picnic; I’ve got 
allergic reactions all over and peo¬ 
ple all around me are dying. 

“Eviction is going to have an 
impact on the people I’m sending 
medicines to. I don’t know if I can 
continue the level of support I’ve 
been giving these people.” 

Hobi, who is also a Survive 
AIDS activist, also told the B.A.R.: 
“I just wonder about the whole 
ethics of taking someone on a dis¬ 


ability with a terminal illness, and 
saying, ‘You’re outta here.’ This 
happened after they bought the 
building knowing I was living 
there, with full disclosure... it’s ex¬ 
tremely unethical. They got a 
good price because the heirs sold 
below market price” to help him. 

His apartment is one of two in 
the Noe Valley building. 

Hobi is the engine of his orga¬ 
nization, Positive Humanists and 
Friends. It collects AIDS medi¬ 
cines donated by individuals, doc¬ 
tors, and others. Hobi said the 
medicines keep about 70 people 
alive who would likely otherwise 
die; the drugs go to AIDS service 
organizations in Kenya, Cuba, 
Chile, and Mexico. 

In Latin America, most recipi¬ 
ents are gay men, while in Kenya 
it’s a mixed group. 

“In 1997 someone asked if I 
could get some medications, and 
I said yes. That started the ball 
rolling,” Hobi said. 

“I don’t know how long I have 
to live,” he added. “I keep going be¬ 
cause I still have things to do.” ▼ 


Medicine drop-off points in the 
Bay Area include the Immune 
Enhancement Project, the 
Pacific Center in Berkeley, and 
in Sonoma County at Food for 
Thought. For information on 
Positive Humanists and 
Friends, contact Homer Hobi at 
(415) 285-0606, or at 
hobi@toast.net. The Web site 
is http://members.aol.com/ 
aidsrx/ 


Legal Question? 

* -8 

w * 

Scott A. Gursky 

Attorney At law 

• Personal Injury 
• Motor Vehicle Accicfjpnts 
• Business Law 

♦ Insurance Claims 
• Landlord-Tenant Disputes 

No Charge For Initial Consultation 
(41 5) 398-0298 

One Embarcadero Center, Suite 1200 

San Francisco, California 94111 



Viking Capital, Inc. 

Residential and Commercial Lendii 
Refinance and Purchase 

Interest rates are so low, there hasn’t been 
a better time in years to refinance 
We’re a Direct Lender, Not a Broker 
We make real estate lending very, very eas 

Serving the entire San Francisco Bay Area 

Offices in Sausalito 
and Sonoma 

Toll Free: 

1-888-823-1133 

Ph. 707 833-1189 
Fax: 707 833-4716 
Email: garygll @hot- 
mail.com 

Gary Goldenfeld 
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A Great Smile Leaves a Lasting Impression 


TUtk-‘Whitening, Porcelain,‘Venters 
"Professional Cleanings, Comprehensive- 'Exams 

GHESKB 

Simple to End Mouth- 'keconstmcHon- 

OBSi 

Located Off'Union- Square 

450 Sutter Street, Suite 1229 
San Francisco (415)982-2250 

Member, American College of Prosthodontists 
Most Credit Cards and Insurance Accepted 



Specialized Service, Cleaning & Repair 

ROLEX, TAG HEUER, OMEGA 
ALL FINE WATCHES 


Full Service, 
Restoration & Repair 

for ALL CLOCks 


ESQ 

FINE SWISS WATCHES 

{ESQ Factory Standard Repair & Service Available} 



TIMEKEEPERS 

FINE WATCHES & CLOCKS 
2166 Market St. (off Sanchez) Tue - Fri 10 - 7; Sat 10 - 5 415.701 -TIME 



Discover Caldwell’s 



You will be Surprised at the Home Treasures 
You will find there! 

Architectural Salvage 

•OLD GROWTH LUMBER 
•RECLAIMED BUILDING MATERIALS 
•WOOD FLOORINGS • MARBLE 
•COBBLESTONES -USED BRICKS 
•ORNAMENTAL IRON 
•VICTORIAN DOORS -FRENCH DOORS 
•R.R.TIES -CLAW FOOT BATHTUBS 
AND MORE! 

New Closeouts 

DOORS - MOLDINGS & WINDOWS 
Highest Quality and Lowest Prices Anywhere! 

— Caldwell’s 


195 Bayshore Blvd. San Francisco, CA 94124 
• TEL: 415 550 6777 • FAX: 415 550 0349 • www.caldwell-bldg-salvage.com 



Come on, head for our beaches! And on the way discover Santa Cruz County! 

Explore our giant redwoods. Be amazed ot our many natural parks and wildlife preserves. 
Experience our history, acclaimed theatre, music and art. And year-round events for everyone! 
There is so much fun in Santa Cruz County that you'll keep coming back for more 
and discover why our beaches ore just the beginning! 


To plan your fun filled vacation visit us at: ] www.santacruKa.org ] 
Or call 1 -800-833-3494 for your free Santo Cruz County trawler's Guide 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CONFERENCE AND VISifORS COUNCIL 



Santa Cruz Pride 
march, rally this Sun. 


by Cynthia Laird 


i f you want to see gay Pride on 
i§ a smaller, more intimate scale 

ii than San Francisco’s extrava¬ 
ganza, head down to the coastal 
city of Santa Cruz this Sunday, 
June 3 for the 27th annual Queer 
Pride March and Rally. 

This year’s theme is “2001: still 
here, still queer!” The Sunday 
event includes a march and rally, 
as well as booths and entertain¬ 
ment. Previous Pride events have 
attracted thousands of onlookers 
and participants. Last year’s 
march also garnered organizers a 
bronze “Goldie” award from the 
readers of Metro Santa Cruz for 
“Best Festival/Community Cele¬ 
bration.” 

The march will get under way 
at 11 a.m. Organizers said this 
year, the parade route has been ex¬ 
tended and starts at Elm Street, 
continuing along Pacific Avenue 
to San Lorenzo Park. 

According to its Web site, there 
will be a silent auction. While 
Pride is not considered a fundrais¬ 
er, organizers noted it costs about 
$15,000 to put the event together. 

“We’ll have some familiar faces 
on stage, and some new voices - 
many folks who have made it pos¬ 
sible for us to keep doing what we 
do, and some who hadn’t been 
born when the first Pride hap¬ 
pened here,” organizers said. 


Proud lesbians in the 1994 Santa Cruz gay Pride march. 


In 1975, a handful of Santa 
Cruz residents decided to take the 
then-radical step of organizing a 
local gay pride celebration. The 
first gay pride march in the coun¬ 
try had happened five years earli¬ 
er on the first anniversary of the 


Stonewall riots, and many, much 
larger cities were still years away 
from a Pride day of their own. ▼ 


For more information, go to 
www.santacruzpride.org. 


The Laramie Project benefit performance 
June 9 at Berkeley Repertory Theatre 


by David Fraser 


T he Laramie Project , a power¬ 
ful play about the killing of 
Matthew Shepard and the 
town where he died, opens for two 
benefit performances on June 9 at 
Berkeley Repertory’s new state-of- 
the-art Roda Theatre, 2015 Addi¬ 
son Street in Berkeley. 

The benefit performances are 
being sponsored by Our Family, a 
Bay Area LGBT family group. 

“ The Laramie Project is about 
what it’s like to be different in 
America,” says Our Family direc¬ 
tor Jon Logan. 

Tickets are available for mati¬ 


nee and evening performances. 
The 2 p.m. matinee has a $50 “no 
frills” ticket. For $75 to $125, there 
is a matinee reception after the 
show, featuring wine, hors d’oeu- 
vres, and cast members. 

For the 8 p.m. performance, 
tickets are priced at $75 to $250. 
All tickets include an early evening 
reception before the show, and for 
those who purchase $250 tickets, 
there will be a catered dinner at 
the theater before the evening per¬ 
formance. 

For tickets and information, 
call Our Family at (510) 540-7784. 

In 1998, 10 New Yorkers trav¬ 
eled to Laramie, Wyoming a 
month after the murder of Shep¬ 


ard, a University of Wyoming stu¬ 
dent killed because he was gay. 

The New York visitors were di¬ 
rector Moises Kaufman and mem¬ 
bers of the Tectonic Theater Pro¬ 
ject. During the following year, the 
project made six trips to Wyoming 
and conducted more than 200 
documented interviews of resi¬ 
dents, eventually turning what 
they learned into The Laramie 
Project . 

Kaufman, Tectonic’s founder 
and artistic director, wrote the 
play and is directing the produc¬ 
tion, with additional staging by 
Leigh Fondakowski, in a co-pro- 
duction with the La Jolla Play- 
page 23 ► 


LGBT public spaces on exhibit this month 


by Katie Szymanski 


T he Tavern Guild, Metropoli¬ 
tan Community Church, the 
Women’s Building, and other 
important institutions will be fea¬ 
tured at the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexu¬ 
al, Transgender Historical Society 
of Northern California’s “Making 
a Case for Community History,” 
an annual exhibition that joins 
museum curators with grassroots 
groups to help them collect and 
tell their own stories. 

The exhibition opens tonight 
(Thursday, May 31), at the Yerba 
Buena Performing Arts Theater, 
Third and Howard streets, in San 
Francisco. Hours of operation are 
6:30-8 p.m. everyday, with addition¬ 
al times of 1-5 p.m. on weekends. 

This year’s exhibition will 
highlight the transformations of 
public space for the LGBT com¬ 


munity. The Tavern Guild was 
formed in the 1960s as a way for 
gay bar owners to ban together in 
the face of increasing police ha¬ 
rassment and gay bar closures. 
Metropolitan Community 
Church was a way for LGBT 
Christians to spiritually organize 
without prejudice. The exhibition 
also features three contemporary 
activist sites: the Women’s Build¬ 
ing, the first women-owned 
multi-racial community center in 
the country, which brought to¬ 
gether movements usually sepa¬ 
rated by identity politics; the Pa¬ 
cific Center for Human Growth, 
serving the LGBT community’s 
mental health and HIV counsel¬ 
ing needs; and African American 
churches that have seen much 
LGBT organizing within Baptist, 
Church of God in Christ, and 
Methodist congregations. 

Forgotten photographs, but¬ 


tons, fliers, and media will all be on 
display as part of the project. 
“Making a Case for Community 
History” is at the Yerba Buena The¬ 
ater through June 21, and will then 
move to the Civic Center for the 
San Francisco Pride festival on 
June 23 and 24. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.glbthistory.org. ▼ 

Correction 

The article, "Carl's Jr. faces 
TG discrimination suit:/' in 
the May 24 Bay Area Re¬ 
porter erroneously stated 
that trans and/or gender 
identity is a protected class 
in the state of California. Al¬ 
though a bill is pending, 
there is presently no state 
law protecting transgenders 
from discrimination in public 
accommodations. 
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A commitment to care for 
people with AIDS 

and a salute to 

HEALTH CARE WORKERS UNION, 
SEIU 250, AFL-CIO 

* 4 



Through their care, SEIU 250 Health Care professionals give hope, dignity and respect daily to 
people with AIDS—in hospitals, nursing homes, hospices and private homes. On the 20th 
anniversary of the AIDS epidemic, we encourage you to join together on Eureka Street to 
acknowledge and honor the compassion, 
dedication and commitment of SEIU 250 Health Care Workers. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 3—7 PM 
EUREKA STREET, BETWEEN 18 th & 19 th St. 

IN SAN FRANCISCO’S CASTRO DISTRICT 

THE METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Presents 

A SPECIAL SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE TO HONOR 
HEALTH CARE WORKERS 

and 

COMMEMORATE THE 20 th ANNIVERSARY OF THE AIDS EPIDEMIC 

FOR THIS SERVICE, EUREKA STREET WlLLBE TRANSFORMED 

INTOANOUTDOOR SANCTUARY 

Participants: 

• Rev. Penny Nixon, Senior Pastor, Metropolitan Community Church of San Francisco 

• Sal Rosselli, President, Health Care Workers’ Union, SEIU 250, AFL-CIO 

• Health Care Workers’ Union, Local 250 members from San Francisco hospitals, 

nursing homes and homecare 

• Metropolitan Community Church of San Francisco Worship & Praise Choir, 

Bob Crocker, Musical Director 

Public Transportation: Muni Metro, exit Castro St. Station & walk west 3 blocks to Eureka 
24 Divisadero, exit 18th St. & Castro & walk 3 blocks west to Eureka 
33 Ashbury, exit at 18th St. & Eureka 

For more information, call MCC/SF at 415/863-4434 
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What a killer 


I t started out as “gay cancer,” and became 
GRID before it was given the name 
AIDS, and what a killer it is. 

We are angry that so many lives have 
been cut short by this disease. There’s not a 
week that goes by that we don’t have some¬ 
thing AIDS-related in the paper, and we are 
angry that 20 years later, we still have to 
cover a disease that doesn’t look like it will 
be curable in the next 20 years, if ever. 

Tuesday, June 5 marks the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of the first mention of a strange infec¬ 
tion among several gay men in Los Angeles, 
some of whom had died. The item in the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
would be picked up by just a few reporters. 

In San Francisco, public health officials 
were noticing “weird opportunistic infec¬ 
tions” in gay men, who started dying. 

Those early years of the AIDS epidemic 
saw thousands of people - mostly gay men 
- ravaged by a disease that had no cure and 
virtually no treatment. Today, two decades 
later, thousands are still dying, and outside 
of the United States in regions such as sub- 
Saharan Africa most are heterosexual. While 
there are improved treatment regimens, 
they don’t work for everyone - indeed some 
can’t even get access to them - and come 
with significant side effects. 

So what has changed in 20 years? In 
some ways much has changed, in other 
ways, little has changed. People are still get¬ 
ting infected after nearly 20 years of safe sex 
messages, an indication that prevention 
messages need to be seriously revamped. 
Heterosexual Americans, for the most part, 
become squeamish when discussion of re¬ 
ducing HIV infections turns to anal inter¬ 
course, one of the main transmission routes 
for HIV outside of IV drug use. The LGBT 
community has always been more adept at 
talking frankly about sex, and in this age of 
AIDS that’s a good thing. Unfortunately, we 
must deal with many in the scientific, med¬ 
ical, and political establishments who are 
extremely uncomfortable talking about sex. 
Thus, messages get diluted and lose their ef¬ 
fectiveness. 

San Francisco’s openly gay health direc¬ 
tor, Dr. Mitch Katz, is correct when he says 


that the goal of being explicit about sexual 
practices has never really been fully 
achieved. Doctors talk about how gay men 
should be careful about unprotected anal 
intercourse, Katz told us in an interview last 
week, when in fact insertive anal in¬ 
tercourse carries a relatively low 
risk when compared to receptive 
anal intercourse. , 

For about the last year, Katz 
has been telling anyone who will 
listen that, “If you eliminate unpro¬ 
tected receptive anal intercourse by 
HIV-negative men when having sex 
with HIV-positive men, you 
would eliminate at least 95 
percent of the seroconversions 
among men who have sex with 
men, everything else being equal.” 

The tired “wear a condom always” safe 
sex message, Katz says, has been much more 
political than epidemiologic. “It means you 
don’t have to talk to your partner about his 


status ... doctors and prevention people 
don’t have to get into what kind of sex you 
have, the advice can apply to gay and 
straight people, you know, just wear a con¬ 
dom all the time. It’s a perfect solution ex¬ 
cept that nobody will do it.” 

While the future in terms of treat¬ 
ing AIDS looks infinitely better now 
than 20 years ago, the same can’t be 
said for prevention. And all of the 
blame can’t be placed on the gay com¬ 
munity. Society must accept responsi¬ 
bility for perpetuating discrimination 
against gays, whether they are HIV¬ 
positive or HIV-negative. The 
great hypocrisy, as Dr. Donald 
Abrams has said, is that HIV 
prevention messages preach 
monogamy, yet many in this country op¬ 
pose gay marriage. 

So while people pause and reflect on 
AIDS at 20, this is one anniversary we cer¬ 
tainly won’t be celebrating. ▼ 
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Time to pop the bubble 


by Jeff Getty 


E ver since the beginning of the AIDS 
epidemic, the media has played a cru¬ 
cial role. Since TV and the main¬ 
stream press have always boiled AIDS down 
to minimal coverage and sound bites, we see 
what amounts to an AIDS reporting roller 
coaster ride. One year AIDS is cured or 
treatable, the next year it is back to doom 
and gloom. Now 20 years after the first CDC 
AIDS report, many people think that AIDS 
is no longer a threat, that it is a chronic but 
treatable disease. We are at the top of the 
coaster just now. And we have hasty media 
reports and glamorous HIV drug advertise¬ 
ments to blame. But we can also blame our¬ 
selves. There is a new HIV denialism. It is 
the idea that one will no longer suffer and 
die from HIV infection, and denial that 
spreading it to someone else will cause them 
any harm. 

Over the past few weeks, the nation’s 
media outlets have been busily building a 
series of stories and articles about AIDS 20 
years later. Many activists and nonprofit 
folks have been asked to tell their sad stories 
or comment on various angles in the epi¬ 
demic. Over and over the HIV community 
has had to stress to reporters that AIDS is 
not yet under control in this country - let 
alone the rest of the world. Watch the mes¬ 
sages in the press in coming days and see if 
we have been able to shift the media’s mes¬ 
sage back toward reality: AIDS is still often 
fatal, the HIV drug side effects can be worse 
than the disease, and most of the rest of 
people in the world with AIDS are still being 
left to die. We’ll be lucky to get two of these 
three important facts across. 

And the-reporters keep asking those 
tough unanswerable questions such as: Why 


are gay men still having multiple sex part¬ 
ners and advertising for unsafe sex on the 
Internet? And, why would anyone advertise 
that their viral load is undetectable in a sex 
ad? After interviewing a HIV-positive gay 
man who had bragged about having dozens 
of recent sex partners and never disclosing 
his HIV status, reporter Leslie Stahl asked 
me to explain. Off-camera I told her that 
many people in my community, especially 
the sick and dying, feel outrage and deep 
sadness about such activity. On-camera, I 
blamed poor education and misleading 
advertising. But the bare truth is this: 
so many gay men have bought into 
the “HIV is cured or treatable” myth 
that they no longer worry about 
transmitting it to others. Stahl had 
me on the spot. One of the CBS 
producers remarked that all men, 
gay and straight, are sex pigs. 

But there was a brief 
time when we thought 
with our brains rather 
than our dicks. 

One week after Andrew Sullivan’s Web 
site attacked the campaign to get the HIV 
drug ads fixed, a furious rumor circulated 
over the Internet that Sullivan had another 
Web site - a barebacking Web page. [Editors 
note: The Bay Area Reporter e-mailed Sulli¬ 
van for a response to the Internet allegations 
about the barebacking Web site; to date no re¬ 
sponse has been received.] To me it made 
sense, if the drug ads were causing unsafe 
sex as the Department of Public Health’s Dr. 
Jeff Klausner asserts, then it follows that 
people into regular unsafe sex might have 
liked those mountain climbing and pretty- 
boy ads. After all, why should anyone worry 
about spreading a disease that according to 
the ads, would lead to a normal or even ath¬ 
letic life? Angry letters came in defending 


survival optimism, most expressing the 
same message: “Don’t mess with our ads.” 
That spells out the new denial. Since the ad¬ 
vent of HIV treatment, it’s as if a delusion¬ 
al bubble now surrounds many HlV-infect- 
ed gay men. They like to think it’s over. 

Go back to work, go back to sex, and 
don’t look back - ever. Last Sunday I saw a 
sick and dying man walking with his moth¬ 
er in a gay neighborhood. Nobody smiled. 
Nobody offered to help. They just stared 
right through him - as if he did not exist. It 
won’t happen to them. It can’t. 

At a recent late-stage AIDS support 
group held in San Francisco, all the partici¬ 
pants agreed that the most difficult emo¬ 
tional hurdle in AIDS was living 
from day to day without a future. 
Anyone of the group could one 
day get their HIV under control 
and possibly even get their T- 
cells back up to a safe 
number. They then might 
re-enter the bubble as 
well - re-enter the happy 
realm where future plans can be made and 
one’s sex life could return to piggish pro¬ 
portions. Life in a fantasy world is better 
than life without any future. Unfortunately 
in some cases, getting well also begets get¬ 
ting unwell, if you know what I mean. 

The San Francisco AIDS Foundation 
needs to be thanked for its recent preven¬ 
tion campaign. Campaigns aimed at HIV¬ 
positive men are also long overdue. Because 
the long-term reality of AIDS is an unpleas¬ 
ant life filled with nasty drug side effects, ill¬ 
ness, depression, and no future. 

It’s time to pop the bubble. The drug ads 
weren’t real. There is no cure or vaccine in 
sight. Having unsafe sex destroys people’s 
lives. Could this still be happening after 20 
years? ▼ 
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Young gays need wake-up call 

Younger gay men today deserve a good whippin’. 
Not in a sexual way but as a wake-up call. Recently I 
again experienced another one of those cookie-cutter 
types of young gays. This particular greasy glossy gel¬ 
haired, Gillette-destroyed body of a homosexual was 
so rude to a gay senior I wanted to just haul off and 
tackle him to the ground and break into the Broad¬ 
way show tune of “You’ll Never Get Away From Me” 
from Gypsy and force him to listen to every word until 
he sweats so much that his hair gel just slides off the 
back of his head into a puddle and stains the concrete 
not unlike like some of our gay grandparents, who 
were beat and dragged to the ground and left in pools 
of their own blood. 


Pride theme not funny 

I am a very proud gay man who will not be at¬ 
tending the parade this year. Why? The theme this 
year is “Queerific.” Some theme, huh? It is not funny 
to me. In fact, it is the kind of name that the public 
laughs at, and promotes violence against gay people. 
The word puts us down. How can anyone be proud 
of this theme? I contacted companies promoting the 
parade, and told them not to contribute to such a 
“hateful” word. To me, “queer” is just as bad as the 
word “fag.” It is like calling a black person the n-word. 
Why isn’t the Bay Area gay community getting upset 
over this? Do you folks feel proud of this? If you do, 
shame on you. 


Younger gay men these days are spoiled, seem to 
have no respect, nor do they know about gut-wrench¬ 
ing suffering. Their idea of suffering is not being able 
to buy a ticket to the Madonna concert that went on 
sale on a foggy Sunday morning in San Francisco. And 
in terms of communication, God forbid. The younger 
ones might fear that the heavens would open up and 
Handel’s Messiah would blare out should one of them 
actually say hello to someone over 40 on their walks to 
get their $2 cups of coffee. Actually, how stupid of me, 
they probably have never even heard of 
Handel’s Messiah masterpiece unless of 
course it is mixed into one of their latest 
circuit dance DVD-CD-cassette blah, 
blah, blah thingies. 

Our gay seniors are our pioneers, they 
helped pave our way to live the way we 
live today, albeit not totally free in soci¬ 
ety’s view, but a hell of a lot better than 
years gone past. I would ask if you are a 
younger gay man, that you take some time 
and maybe read about your gay history instead of 
blasting your Sony Walkman in your ears or blabbing 
your head off in a public facility on your new chrome 
Minolta cell phone. 

Tom Finan 
San Francisco 



Scott Sproat 
Concord, California 

B-52’s PETA connection 

The story, “B-52’s set to rock Pride” [May 17] failed 
to mention the great irony of this year’s musical head¬ 
liners: the B-52’s are high-profile, high volume sup¬ 
porters and promoters of PETA - the organization 
that actively campaigns against the use of animals in 
AIDS research. 

Isn’t there something terribly wrong when 
- in the year the 20th “anniversary” of 
AIDS is being commemorated - the group 
that would shut down AIDS research in 
the name of animals is front and center 
stage in San Francisco during Pride 
weekend? 

Are the organizers of the San Fran- 
1 cisco Pride event (along with United 
Airlines and the San Francisco Chronicle 
who are making the B-52’s appearance 
possible with a sponsorship) that insensitive to the 
memories of the thousands who left us too early dur¬ 
ing the AIDS pandemic? Or are they simply ignorant 
and need to be educated about their egregious mis¬ 
take. 

Either way it’s pitiful. 


A bigger pink triangle 

Thank you very much for Cynthia Laird’s article 
on the Pink Triangle [“Think pink!” May 10]. It was 
very informative, and your coverage of the project 
helped bring out supporters to help paint the tarps 
for this year’s display. We are very appreciative. The 
installation and dedication program will be Saturday, 
June 23 on Twin Peaks. We hope it will educate many 
and help foster hate crime preventive measures.' 

This year we are proud to announce that the Pink 
Triangle will grow even bigger. We are also very 
pleased that a long desired goal of nighttime illumi¬ 
nation of the Pink Triangle will be fulfilled this year. 
The illumination will be accompanied by search lights 
throughout the evening of Saturday, June 24. 

The following have helped make this year’s display 
possible: Teddy Witherington, executive director of 
the SFLGBTPPCC (the Pride Celebration Commit¬ 
tee), who continues to be a source of great support, 
and Brittany Weber, event manager of SFLGBTPPCC 
for her help. Special thanks also to Gardner Pond of 
the Castro Lions Club, Sister Kitty of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, Donny Tinsley (a.k.a. Tonica 
Collins), and all of the volunteers who have helped 
both paint and install the canvasses. 

Patrick Carney 
Thomas Tremblay 
Michael Brown 
Friends of the Pink Triangle 

Thanks from vigil organizers 

On behalf of this year’s very grassroots AIDS Can¬ 
dlelight Vigil memorial march, thanks to all the vol¬ 
unteers, sponsors, supporters, and participants who 
helped with the event. In particular, thanks to Jim Mi- 
tulski at the S.F. Public Library’s Hormel Center, 
Debra Kent from the AIDS Research Institute, Eric 
Bernier from the Edge bar, Mike Shriver from the 
mayor’s office, MJW Graphic Design, Sister Roma, Su¬ 
pervisor Mark Leno and Budget Signs, the Chat Cafe, 
Cafe San Marcos - the Cafe, Jillian at Dice-A-Roni, 
Dan Cusick, Ron Strangehouse at the Native Ameri¬ 
can AIDS Institute, Connie Champagne, L.Z. Love, 
Keith Folger at the Stop AIDS Project, Reg Norton at 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, Rick Solomon 
from Survive AIDS, Hank Wilson from TARC, the 
MCC-SF congregation, and the memberships of the 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence Inc. and Survive AIDS. 

Once again, our community came together in 
wonderful form to continue this honored tradition. 
The sight of thousands of you marching down Mar¬ 
ket Street with candles and placards in hand is an 
image not easily forgotten. 

Michael Lauro, Survive AIDS 
Sister Kitty Catalyst, 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence Inc. 


Bohdan Zachary 
Los Angeles, California 

Faded grande dame needs work 

It was interesting to read about the changes com¬ 
ing to the Castro Theatre [“PlanetOut founder an¬ 
nounces Castro Theatre project,” May 24]. The depar¬ 
ture of the Blumenfeld organization is no loss, but the 
question remains as to whether the theater owners, 
the Nasser heirs, will do right by the Castro. Under 
their ownership, the theater has suffered from neglect 
for decades. A superficial patch-up will not suffice. 
The roof has been covered with plastic for months 
now, while water seeps into the auditorium ceiling, 
causing the plaster to fall off. Our faded grande dame, 
needs a new electrical and sound system, new bath¬ 
rooms, new carpet, restoration of the great murals 
and ceiling, and, most of all, new seats throughout. 
Visit the Paramount Theatre in Oakland (another de¬ 
sign by architect Timothy Pflueger) if you want to see 
the level of finishes and interior detailing the Castro 
deserves. But will it get it? 

There is no doubt that this is a multimillion dollar 
project, but do the Nassers care enough to stop si¬ 
phoning off the income from this cash cow and give 
back to the building and the community? The exis¬ 
tence of a new nonprofit foundation dedicated to the 
restoration efforts is an interesting development, one 
that deserves to be watched. Personally, I think this 
theater needs to be owned by the community that 
serves and supports it (under the guidance of a non¬ 
profit foundation) or become city property. This is 
what it took to get the Paramount restored after 
decades of neglect by its owners. And if San Francis¬ 
co has to invoke the power of eminent domain to as¬ 
sure the Castro’s future, I will certainly not be op¬ 
posed. Imagine the neighborhood without this the¬ 
ater - it is a gathering place for the community, a 
party venue, and a great exhibition space for films. 
The citizens of San Francisco and the residents of the 
Castro District need to demand this job is not only 
done right, but right away. 

Robert Stone 
San Francisco 

‘Renter’s tax’ a good idea 

Tony Hall mentioned a great idea at a recent Board 
of Supervisors meeting, “tax the renter.” This city 
should start a “renter’s tax.” That way, 67 percent of 
the people who currently do not contribute will con¬ 
tribute to the city’s budget. 

If each occupied rental unit paid $10 per month 
($120 a year) it would be a drop in the bucket com¬ 
pared to what I paid in property tax this year. Imag¬ 
ine how much more money this city would have to 
fund the many programs including the free legal ser¬ 
vices for tenants facing eviction. 

I’m sure then the city would be determined to find 
a way to get those 25,000 vacant units occupied with 
renters. 


AN EARTH-BASED APPROACH TO PSYCHOLGICAL & SPIRITUAL HEALING 




Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY69(XS 


Offices in San Francisco & the East Bay 


Gay Men's Jungian 
Shamanic Group Forming 

This weekly long-term group stresses a nature- 
based approach to psychological and spiritual 
healing. Traditional healing processes indude 
dream work, othcrworld journeying, drum¬ 
ming, myth and ritual. Join others in an 
ongoing process to facilitate the connected¬ 
ness between self, community and nature. 

www.gayshamans-sf.org 


415-931-1934 


Experienced Attorney 

Barry Schneider, Esq. 

Wills and Probate 
Family Law and Conservatorships 
Criminal Offenses 


Barry Schneider 

400 Montgomery St. 

Attorney at Law 

Suite 505 

(415)781-6500 

San Francisco 
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FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Boone Callaway 



experience the new russian river. 



retreat@retreatresort.com 

www.refreatresort.com 

reservations 1 707.869.2706 
866.73.RELAX 

1471 1 ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUERNEVILLE . CA 95446 


James J. Cassiol 
San Francisco 
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1TALENCXA ST. MUSCLE 



“SF’s World Class Neighborhood Gym 1 


333 VALENCIA S 

(NEAR W-TH ST.) 


Mb-2360 OR WWW.VAlENOASTRfftWOSCU.COM 


*Finrt time local residents only. Expires June 30th 



Laser Hair Removal 


with the Alexandrite 
GentleLASE, the only hair removal 
laser with dynamic cooling. 


All consultations & treatments 
by your Physician, not a "nurse" 
or "medical assistant." 


Gaetano Zanelli, M.D. 

Diplomate, American Board of Dermatology 


Medical, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology 
45 Castro St., Suite 215 
San Francisco, CA 94114 


( 415 ) 487.1846 





One Night Stand 


• Mondays thru June 
•6pm-9:30pm 
•Our Stand-Up 69 

(60 BULBS. 9 MINUTES) 

is Only $6.90/Point 

SEE SALON FOR DETAILS 


329 Noe near Market 
M-F 7a-9:30p, S/S 7a-6:30p 
415.701.1080 
www.sorrentosun.com 

” USA TANNING SALONS - 2001 

-Class Tanning Salon. 


LISTED IN “BEST 250 

Castro's World 


Bush’s high voltage connections 

Funny thing happened on the way to President 
Bush’s ascendancy into the White House - an energy 
shortage. Funny thing that he, his vice president, and 
at least nine Cabinet members and agency officials are 
tied to energy producing interests. Happenstance? 

Denise D'Anne 
San Francisco 

Beautiful hunks 

I read the article about the Mechanics Monument 
[“Nude, well-muscled and hard-working,” May 24]. I 
have admired those hunks of bronze for the past two 
years eating my lunch and had no idea what a history 
the statues had. I would have thought the city might 
have done more to celebrate the 100 years of this civic 
masterpiece. At least the B.A.R. cared to pay tribute 
with a terrific and well-written article. A fascinating 
look into our own past. I would love to have met a 
couple of those models back then. 

Jerry Dennis 
San Francisco 

Tilden’s work 

I enjoyed reading the article about Douglas Tilden 
[“Nude, well-muscled and hard-working,” May 24]. 
This great artist is long overdue for recognition. 

It was Tilden’s desire to make San Francisco on par 
with the great European cities in respect to outdoor 
art. Although he married and fathered two children, 
he divorced in 1926 and stepped out of public view. 

Many of Tilden’s statues show images of robust 
young men engaged in some athletic activity. For a 
time, this was explained as indicative of Tilden’s fond¬ 
ness for sports. However, others have suggested it was 
indicative of his fondness for sportsmen. His work is 
undeniably homoerotic. Consider “The Football Play¬ 
ers,” which shows one man gently tending another 
man’s injured body or the “Bear Hunter,” which shows 
a semi-nude Indian with a stalwart physique wrestling 
a grizzly bear. Rumor has it that Tilden had a long¬ 
time male lover and if you study his statues, you can 
find the image of his “friend” represented. Your arti¬ 
cle didn’t suggest this, however. 

In 1935 Tilden was found dead in his Berkeley stu¬ 
dio of an apparent heart attack. In his death notice, 
the San Francisco Examiner and San Francisco Chron¬ 
icle reported, “Douglas Tilden, sculptor, dead, alone 
and in poverty.” It was a sad end to a man who 
achieved in his lifetime celebrated status, awarded a 
bronze medal in Paris in 1900 and made a member of 
the Societe des Artistes Francais. 

Thank you for bringing attention to this man and 
hopefully next time your readers pass Dolores and 
Market Street, they’ll stop and pause at the Spanish- 
American War Memorial and reflect on Tilden. When 
asked to explain this statue, Tilden, who never did re¬ 
gain his speech or hearing, is said to have written on 
a scratch pad, “War is all confusion and horror. The 
body dies but the spirit goes on.” 

Finally, another, more recent, rumor has it that 
some individuals purchasing a trunk of mysterious 
contents at an auction some years ago discovered nu¬ 
merous works by this artist. I wonder if anyone re¬ 
members this story and, if so, what were the details. 

John Holland 
San Francisco 

History made in San Francisco 

On August 8,1995, Tyra Hunter died in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. Cause of death? Refusal of medical practi¬ 
tioners to treat her for serious injuries because she was 
a male to female transsexual. 

On January 17,1999, Robert Eads died in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Cause of death? Refusal of medical practi¬ 
tioners to treat him for cancer because he was a fe¬ 
male to male transsexual. 

Every day the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
makes decisions that affect thousands of lives. But it is 
rare for elected officials to have the opportunity to 
impact the course of history, to define a moment in 
time which will change how people perceive other 
human beings. This is one of those times. 

The board in late April voted to accept the recom¬ 
mendations of the Health Service Board, including 
full medical care for transgender employees of the city 
and county of San Francisco. Much as with domestic 
partners, it is inevitable other jurisdictions in the 
United States will eventually follow San Francisco’s 
lead, as will HMOs, insurance carriers, and corpora¬ 
tions. 

I stand and applaud the nine members of the 
board who voted for the coverage for their courage, 
compassion, and display of humanity in making this 
decision. They have made the mantra “only in San 
Francisco” a phrase we can all recite with dignity and 
pride. I thank you, as do hundreds of thousands of 
other transsexuals worldwide who have been waiting 
for San Francisco to make history one more time. 

Theresa Sparks, Member 
Human Rights Commission 
San Francisco 


SFAF’s salaries 

If I were running for the Board of Supervisors in 
the 2002 elections, I’d raise a lot of questions about 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation’s just-released tax 
return for the period ending June 30, 2000, which 
shows Executive Director Pat Christen’s annual salary 
has reached a whopping $214,390. Beginning in July 
1999, Pat received a 6.5 percent, or $13,070, raise. Un¬ 
doubtedly, it is now much higher; unfortunately, we 
must wait until May 2002 to discover what her cur¬ 
rent salary is for July 2000 through June 2001. 

Notably, she received the July 1999 raise, even 
though during a portion of that fiscal year she was on 
maternity leave. Indeed, part of the justification SFAF 
used to explain the raise it awarded Lance Henderson, 
deputy director of finance and administration, was 
that during Pat’s maternity leave, Henderson filled her 
shoes as acting executive director. During whatever 
time Christen was on leave across fiscal years, Hen¬ 
derson’s salary rose between June 1998 and June 2000 
by a hefty $21,449 due to his “acting” duties. In the 
four-year period leading to June 2000, it rose an aver¬ 
age of $7,800 annually, for a princely $31,269 total. 
He now makes $160,010 annually. We are not told 
why he didn’t receive a pay cut once Pat returned to 
work. You remember, salaries that go up never come 
down. 

The IRS requires nonprofits to list salaries of the 
five highest paid employees, in addition to the execu¬ 
tive director. Joining Henderson, four other SFAF em¬ 
ployees each make in excess of $130K as of June 2000: 
Regina Aragon, director of public policy ($130,449); 
David Taylor, director of human resources 
($145,971); Jane Breyer, director of development 
($146,212); and Rene Durazzo, director of programs 
($143,862). Durazzo it seems, fared as well as our 
friend Henderson: Durazzo’s salary climbed $31,037 
in that four-year period. Taking the cake since 1997, 
however, is Christen’s increase of $37,648 (her four- 
year raise being only slightly less than myentire salary, 
but don’t tell the mayor, knowing he was recently 
quoted in the media as saying anyone making less 
than $50,000 a year has no business frying to live in 
our city; I’d hate it if he shamed me out of the city). 
One almost hears her whistlifig “let them eat cake,” 
when she’s not busy laughing all the way to the bank. 

Because the IRS requires listing only the top five, 
SFAF’s tax return plays musical chairs (er, employees) 
year to year, with various names appearing one year 
then disappearing the next, as they’re replaced by 
someone higher paid, making it difficult to track an¬ 
nual raises for those dropping off the list. As well, it’s 
unclear just how many employees currently make in 
excess of $100,000 annually, nor is SFAF - recalcitrant 
to the bone - likely to provide such an accounting to 
the public it serves. 

These six individuals represent 5 percent of SFAF’s 
total 109 employees as of June 2000, yet they received 
14 percent ($940,894) of the $6,624,706 SFAF spent 
on salaries that FY. Since we are not told how many 
additional employees make in excess of, say, $75,000 
let alone $100,000, annually, it’s impossible to deter¬ 
mine the percentage that top management fat-cats 
consume of the salary “cake,” nor, conversely, the per¬ 
centage of SFAF employees who barely earn a living 
wage. 

Patrick Monette-Shaw 
San Francisco 

States’ rights argument needed 

Now that we’ve lost a-unanimous U.S. Supreme 
Court decision on medical marijuana, we need to 
think seriously about what we did wrong. 

Remarkably enough, the court decided no impor¬ 
tant issues. Why? Because out lawyers virtually omit¬ 
ted states’ rights (and all other constitutional ques¬ 
tions) from their arguments, instead betting every¬ 
thing on statutory interpretation - i.e., what Congress 
intended to do, as distinct from what Congress has a 
right to do. As a result, all the court decided was 
whether Congress intended to allow a “necessity” ex¬ 
emption, because that’s all the court was asked to de¬ 
cide. 

In footnote seven of the court’s ruling, Justice 
Clarence Thomas emphasized that the case did not 
present any constitutional issues, then gave an exam¬ 
ple: “whether the Controlled Substance Act exceeds 
Congress’ power under the Commerce Clause.” 

In other cases (i.e., his concurrence in U.S. v. Lopez, 
1995, 514 U.S. 549), Thomas has argued that Con- 
grees’jurisdiction over interstate commerce does not 
include local commerce, so it’s fair to say his note was 
his way of hinting that states’ rights over the local 
practice of medicine is the issue he thinks we should 
be arguing. 

By neglecting all constitutional arguments, we lost 
unanimously. By arguing states’ rights (among other 
constitutional issues), we’d at least get Thomas’s sup¬ 
port, and very likely win the case, since he usually 
commands a majority on Commerce Clause ques¬ 
tions. 

So what have we been waiting for? 

Pebbles Trippet 
Albion, California 
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Bush rediscovers 
California; now what? 


by Wayne Friday 


D uring the presidential cam¬ 
paign then-Texas Governor 
George W. Bush visited 
California 16 times, promising the 
state’s voters almost everything, 
spending millions of dollars, vis¬ 
iting schools from Los Angeles to 
the Oregon border, breaking into 
Spanish for Latino groups from 
San Diego to the Central Valley. 
He loved the place, even at times 
comparing the Golden State to the 
Lone Star State. 

Then came November 7, when 
Al Gore swept California in a 
landslide, winning by a 1.3 million 
vote plurality. Dubya quickly 
forgot that California 
even existed. Bush has 
visited 28 states since be¬ 
coming president in Jan¬ 
uary and finally, almost 
six months after the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
gave him the White 
House, Bush 
discovered that 
California ex¬ 
ists after all. 

Even many state Republicans 
felt it was so obvious that Bush 
was ignoring the state in which he 
was badly beaten that he finally 
had to give in and so, he came to 
California this week. 

Bush arrived in Los Angeles 
Monday evening, and reportedly 
met with some state Republicans 
for an update on the current po¬ 
litical climate and the energy cri¬ 
sis. On Tuesday he visited the Ma¬ 
rine Corps base at Camp Pendle¬ 
ton where he touted his plans to 
save power by ordering a reduc¬ 
tion of electricity use at military 
bases. Later in the day, Bush ad¬ 
dressed the Los Angeles World Af¬ 
fairs Council, moderated an “En¬ 
ergy Efficiency Technology” 
roundtable, and then held a high- 
profile, long-awaited meeting with 
Governor Gray Davis, a session 
that some say amounted to the 
domestic equivalent of a peace 
summit. 

Davis reportedly pressed Bush 
hard for caps on wholesale elec¬ 
tricity prices, something the Bush 
administration insists would only 
worsen the state’s power crisis, to 
say nothing of how hard the plan 
would hit the wallets of the oil in¬ 
dustry leaders from Texas who 
provide California with much of 
its electricity. Indeed, though 
Karen Hughes, one of Bush’s top 
advisers, said Bush listened to 
Davis’s argument in support of 
price controls, such controls are 
not likely to happen since Bush 
feels “strongly” that price caps 
would discourage investment in 
new power plants. 

As to how the much-anticipat¬ 
ed Bush-Davis meeting went, we 
know as we go to press that both 
sides likely scored some political 
points, if little more. According to 
some state GOP House members, 
Bush realized that he had to visit 
the state if for no other reason 
than to put in some long overdue 
face-time, otherwise Republicans 
feared that Davis would probably 
soon show up brandishing a milk 
carton with Bush’s face plastered 
on it. 

There are other things besides 
energy, incidentally, that Califor¬ 
nia wants from the Bush White 
House - an exemption from a rule 
that could increase gasoline prices 
in the state, for example. But it 


was energy that was on the minds 
of the Texas oil millionaire- 
turned-White House occupant 
and the California governor who 
is watching his own polls plum¬ 
met as the state likely faces a sum¬ 
mer of rolling power blackouts, 
and neither of the two seemed 
willing to budge as each dug in 
their political heels. 

As Assembly Speaker Bob 
Hertzberg (D-Sherman Oaks) 
put it this week, “even if the Bush- 
Davis meeting Tuesday produced 
no tangible results, it will be an 
opportunity to tone down the 
rhetoric; you can’t engage in a war 
with the president because there 
are too many issues in which the 
state needs federal aid.” 

California is clearly 
ground zero in the De¬ 
mocratic-Republican 
battle for public 
opinion over energy, 
and Bush apparently 
finally recognized he 
could no longer ignore 
the state, par¬ 
ticularly in 
view of the 
fact that a re¬ 
cent Field Poll shows 54 percent of 
Californians are dissatisfied with 
the White House’s handling of the 
energy crisis while only 38 percent 
are unhappy with Davis’s job on 
energy. With Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, now one of the Sen¬ 
ate’s most powerful members, say¬ 
ing last week that Bush’s recently 
released energy plan was little 
more than “a dream come true” 
for “Big Oil,” and with Davis at¬ 
tacking Bush for “helping the en¬ 
ergy companies in Texas who are 
ripping California off,” and four 
California House members calling 
for Bush to switch course imme¬ 
diately and impose caps on run¬ 
away wholesale electricity prices, 
the ball is now in Bush’s court. 

Will he help California? It re¬ 
mains to be seen; no promises, to 
be sure, but Hughes left us with 
this message: “President Bush felt 
very strongly that this was a good 
time to visit California because he 
knows that it is going to be a diffi¬ 
cult summer for many of its citi¬ 
zens,” referring, apparently, to 
more rolling blackouts during hot 
summer weather. As one observer 
put it, however, “I fear Bush came 
out here only to give us some long 
overdue lip service - the guy was 
born a millionaire, and I doubt 
very seriously he’s ever seen a util¬ 
ity bill.” 

California is waiting for some 
action. Mr. Bush, it’s your turn 
now. 

Politics and people 

Supervisor Mark Leno will of¬ 
ficially kick off his campaign for 
the 13th Assembly District nomi¬ 
nation this Saturday, June 2, at 
noon at the Plumbers’ Union Hall, 
1621 Market Street; admission 
free and all are welcome. Leno will 
be seeking the Assembly seat 
being vacated by termed-out in¬ 
cumbent Assemblywoman Carole 
Migden, a candidate for a seat on 
the state Board of Equalization 
next March. 

Incidentally, Supervisor Le- 
land Yee, running for the Demo¬ 
cratic Assembly nomination in the 
city’s other seat, the 12th District, 
announced that he has been en¬ 
dorsed by that district’s termed- 
out incumbent, Assemblyman 
Kevin Shelley, and state Senator 
John Burton in the March 2002 


primary. 

And, in an interview with the 
San Jose Mercury News , District 
Attorney Terence Hallinan said 
he “probably” will run for S.F. 
mayor when term limits force 
Mayor Willie Brown out in 2004. 
Speaking about the infamous 
headline-grabbing dog mauling 
case, Hallinan says “all you have to 
do is say ‘the dog case’ and every¬ 
body in America, if not the whole 
world, knows what you’re talking 
about; to me it’s just another 
case.” Sure, Terence, if this case 
doesn’t go the right way for your 
office, you can forget all about 
“probably” running for mayor. 

Mayor Brown, apparently still 
a bit unhappy at losing all those 
allies on the Board of Supervisors 
in last December’s runoff election, 
suggested to the Sacramento Bee 
that he might actually have as 
much juice in Sacramento these 
days as he does with the Board of 
Supes. The mayor, a member of 
the Public Employment Retire¬ 
ment System Board, travels to the 
capital for a board meeting 
monthly and told a reporter there 
that “I have only one vote on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervi¬ 
sors these days; on the PERS 
board, I’m the swing vote.” (Who 
could that “one” member be of 
whom Brown is speaking?) 

When the U.S. Senate returns 
to Washington this Tuesday from 
its Memorial Day recess, the new 
shift in control to the Democrats 
means that the power of Califor¬ 
nia Senators Feinstein and Bar¬ 
bara Boxer will be greatly en¬ 
hanced; both are already ranking 
Democrats on two subcommittees 
each. 

When Vermont Senator James 
Jeffords switched his party affil¬ 
iation last week from Republican 
to independent (aligning himself 
with Senate Democrats) the ideo¬ 
logical balance in the U.S. Senate 
wasn’t changed, but the balance of 
power in the nation’s capital cer¬ 
tainly was - the price that Bush 
paid for quickly swinging his po¬ 
litical agenda to the far right after 
a two-year campaign posing as a 
moderate, “compassionate conser¬ 
vative.” 

Back in Sacramento, the elec¬ 
tion of new Assemblywoman 
Judy Chu (D-Monterey Park) in 
a special election last week now 
has Asian Americans holding four 
Assembly seats, an all-time high. 
Chu won her seat in the 49th Dis¬ 
trict, an historically Latino district 
that includes East Los Angeles 
where Latino voters outnumber 
Asian Americans 44 percent to 25 
percent. People of Asian and Pa¬ 
cific Islander ancestry are now 
California’s fastest-growing group, 
making up nearly 13 percent of 
the state’s population. The new as¬ 
semblywoman said that because 
Asian Americans are diverse and 
spread throughout California, 
candidates must build coalitions 
with other groups to win elec¬ 
tions. Latinos have shown the way, 
however, winning in districts in 
which they were minorities and 
increasing their current numbers 
in the Legislature to 26 members. 

Local political gossip: All is ap¬ 
parently not well in Supervisor 
Chris Daly’s District 6; one of my 
Tenderloin political sources, 
namely Fred “Kitty” Hobson of 
the District 6 Democrats, tells me 
that Daly is “quickly burning his 
political bridges” in the district 
page 11 ► 



Quality Partners Inc. 

_ . W When youre done waiting for chance encounters 


Personal 
Introductions 
for Gay Men 
seeking 
long-term 
committed 
relationships 





Email: cwjtact#qualhyp«rtnere.cotn 
Phone: |4I5J 442-4848 • (925) 253-4848 - (408) 284-4848 
Online at ww».qua8typartner*4:o«» 


Looking to buy or sell great 

ANTIQUES? 

L0 BOOTHS. 



The Alameda Point 
Antiques Sc Collectibles Faire 

Sunday, J 


une 


J . at the former Alameda Naval Air Station, 
j|k Alameda, California. 

^ First Sunday of Every Month. 

Show hours 6am to 3pm, sorry, no pets. 
General admission 9am - $3. 

Early buyer 7:30am - $5, VIP 6am - $10. 

Future Dates: July 1, August 5, 

September 2, October 7, 

November 4, December 2 

San Francisco Bay Area’s largest 
antiques & collectibles show 

Call (510) 869-5428 or visit www.AntiquesByBay.com. 

E-mail shows@AntiquesByBay.com 


The Ultimate in Tanning! 



Five Levels of Tanning 

Tan in less than 12 minutes • Unlimited tanning specials 

$10 OFF 

any tanning package 
with this coupon 


always 

tan&frim 


TANNING • MASSAGE ■ SK1NCARE ■ HAIR 

Open 7 Days a Week 

550-B Castro Street • San Francisco TT 415.626.8505 
www.alwaystanandtrim.com 



BODY ELECTRIC present 


Open to men and women 


MASSAGE 
101 


Learn the basics 
of giving a 
delightful, 
delicious, 
non-erotic massage 
in this 2-day class. 


Tuition is $195. 
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Mori & Associates 


Attorneys 



Business Law / Real Estate 
Creditor’s Rights & Bankruptcy / Construction Law 
Commercial Law - UCC / Landlord - Tenant 
Small Business Representation / Domestic Partnership Issues 

Telephone: (415)864-1890 Fax: (415) 864-1891 

Financial District and Castro offices 

17years litigation & trial experience in Federal and State Courts 



A Path to Self-Healing 


Crystals, Jewelry, Custom Jewelry & Repairs 
Music, Books, Incense, Tarot Readings 


2335 Market Street (between Castro & Noe) 

www.crystalway.com 415/861-6511 


Open: Monday-Saturday, 11-7; Sunday, 12-6 




SUPERSTAR SATELLITE 

4141 18TH STREET 

10am-10pm Sun-Thur»10am-11pm Fri & Sat 

863-3333 


YOU’LL DO 
A DOUBLE TAKE. 
IN OUR BODY SHOP! 


C’mon, get happy 



by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


T he transgendered movement 
is gaining visibility, and this 
scares a lot of people. Some 
of those people might even be 
transgendered. 

I was in an online discussion 
with an older transsexual a couple 
weeks ago, and discovered one of 
the core differences between some 
of us in the community. She was 
complaining about how visible 
and active some transgendered 
people have become, and how dis¬ 
turbed she was by all this. She ex¬ 
plained that, to her, transsexuality 
is all about seeking to be normal. 

That may well be the case, but 
if the goal of her and others like 
her was to achieve normalcy, then 
the goal of those like me must be 
to attain happiness. And that is a 
core difference that splits the 
transgender community. 

Not that the transgen¬ 
dered are the only ones to 
go through this. Certainly 
the recent debate over the 
use of the word “queer” 
in LGBT circles echoes 
some of the 
same themes. It 
all seems to re¬ 
volve around 
some quest to be seen as “normal.” 

I suspect, the transgender part 
of that quest was born out of the 
medical establishment, particular¬ 
ly in the,1960s and 1970s. There 
are plenty of stories of people 
being “flunked out” of various 
university-based gender programs 
because they did not strive to be 
the best man or woman they 
coulcjbe. 

For some MTFs, not wearing 
your femme best, not planning to 
live as a good little housewife - or 
worse yet - being lesbian-identi¬ 
fied would get you a first-class 
ticket out of these programs. 
Many would go so far as to not 
allow you to meet up with other 
transgendered people: one can 
only guess at what the concern 
was with transgendered people 
getting to know each other and 
share their stories. 

The transsexual woman I men¬ 
tioned above came out of these 
programs, and was likely sold 
dreams of a “normal life.” I suspect 
that she resents those of us who are 
aiming for a happy life, seeing it as 
a threat to her fantasies of normal¬ 
cy. I say this because I know how 
potent those dreams can be. 

In late 1994,1 started my tran¬ 
sition. It was messy at times, in¬ 
cluding difficulties with family 
and friends, and a less-than-stel- 


lar employment record. 

One day at a local park, I start¬ 
ed to jot down a since-forgotten 
piece of poetry. I recall that it was 
little more than a whine set into 
meter and rhyme. Just wail¬ 
ing at the stars over not 
having my own white 
picket fence and my own 
bland suburban house¬ 
wife life. In short, I craved 
some form of normalcy. I 
look back on it 
and laugh at 
how naive I 
seemed. 

When I look back on my life to 
that point, I don’t see someone 
who had lived life as a “normal” 
male. Indeed, I seemed to bounce 
hither and yon, even then seeking 
my happiness. I never would have 
fit into that picket fence lifestyle 
before I transitioned - why did I 
think I would fit after? 

Still, in 1995, not having that 
little dream of happiness frustrat¬ 
ed me to no end. Enough to evoke 
my poetic muse and let her speak. 

It wasn’t long until I landed a 
job at a seedy print shop, and was 
“just one of the girls up front.” I 
never told my co-workers that I 
was transgendered. I was fright¬ 
fully careful to maintain this little 
subterfuge, and in return I gained 
the chance to experience life as 
that “everywoman” I was so seek¬ 
ing. Wonder of wonders, it didn’t 
make me happy. 

Having to guard my words, 
having to keep tabs on every little 
thing I did, so as to not raise sus¬ 
picions, was just too much for me 
to handle. The job was stressful for 
many other reasons, but having to 
live what felt like a lie in order to 
fit in there was high on the list. 

It was not long until I left that 
job for one that allowed me to be 
the decidedly non-conforming 
transgendered woman than I am. 
Part of what makes me happy is 


just being myself without having 
to continually edit out portions of 
my life. It was a lesson I had to 
learn, and since then I have tried 
to remain true to it. 

My story is not unique. I just 
finished reading a transgender au¬ 
tobiography titled The Woman I 
Was Not Meant To Be, by Aleshia 
Brevard. Brevard had a lengthy ca¬ 
reer in film, television, and the 
stage, all the while concealing her 
transsexuality. She also did all she 
could to find a man and live the 
role of the doting housewife. It 
was only after a string of ill-fated 
marriages and the wisdom of a 
few years under her belt that she 
began to see that the key to her 
happiness wasn’t in conforming to 
what she was told was “normal,” 
but was in just being herself. She 
learned to accept and even value 
her trans past, and in doing so, 
found happiness. 

I cannot help but contrast the 
person I mentioned at the top of 
this column 1 with Brevard. The 
former craves being normal, and 
sees that as her only way to 
achieve happiness. The latter has 
left what she was told was normal, 
and has found a deeper sense of 
peace and happiness. 

Likewise, Brevard has opted to 
tell her story, becoming a visible 
part of the transgendered com¬ 
munity. Just the sort of person 
who might threaten the other per¬ 
son’s dreams of normalcy. 

Like Brevard, I’ll opt for being 
a happy non-conformist rather 
than living my life in fear. It just 
doesn’t seem like much of a 
choice. ▼ 


Gwen Smith would never be 
mistaken for a soccer mom. 
You can find her on the Web at 
www.gwensmith.com or in 
Gay.corn’s “Transgender 
Gazebo.” 




Carnaval in 


E ven with cloudy skies and cool temperatures/exuberance ruled at San Francisco's annual Carnaval 
Parade Sunday; May 27, in the Mission District. Above, a dancer from the Academicos da Estrada 
Real, one of 35 groups in the parade, prepares to dance along the parade route. A festival was held in 
Civic Center following the parade. 



















































31 May 2001 BAY AREA REPORTER 11 


I ■■ ■■ ■ >1 ■ II 

The hate crimes mirage 


by Dale Carpenter 


A ny law that manages to of¬ 
fend both the Christian 
Coalition and the criminal 
defense bar can’t be all bad. So it’s 
with some ambivalence that I 
argue hate crimes laws - like the 
one just adopted in Texas with the 
approval of Republican Governor 
Rick Perry - are an idea whose 
time has passed. 

Although hailed by gay groups 
as a lifesaver, hate crimes laws 
don’t work. Their only value 
seems to be that they are a kind of 
trophy commemorating a small 
victory in the culture war. But, as 
longtime sexual outlaws, gays 
should’ve learned by now the state 
has no business passing criminal 
laws for purely symbolic reasons. 

Initially, let’s dispense with a 
couple of bad arguments against 
hate crimes laws. One common 
argument is that hate crimes laws 
- which enhance penalties for 
crimes directed against people or 
property because of race or sexu¬ 
al orientation or another specified 
characteristic - imply that some 
crime victims are more valuable 
than others. 

That might be true if hate 
crimes laws were victim-focused - 
that is, dependent on the status of 
the victim. But hate crimes laws 
are perpetrator-focused: they look 
only at the motives of the crimi¬ 
nal defendant. Such laws are one 
method among many by which 
the criminal justice system mar¬ 
shals its resources (prosecutorial, 
penal, etc.) against crime thought 
to present the gravest social threat. 
Bias-motivated crimes injure not 
only a person, they terrorize a 
community. So it violates no prin¬ 
ciple of human equality to punish 
such crimes more severely than we 
do run-of-the-mill crimes. 

A second common argument 
against hate crimes laws is that 
they punish thought. If that’s true, 
such laws trespass on the tradi¬ 
tional American commitment to 
freedom of thought and speech. 
But this charge is, in an obvious 
way, misplaced. 

No person is punished under a 
hate crimes law .for thinking big¬ 
oted thoughts. Nor is anyone pun¬ 
ished for speaking or writing 
about such thoughts. It is the 
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and “we are already looking to 
other possible candidates” in next 
year’s election, mentioning as pos¬ 
sible candidates Kelly Cullen, the 
respected Franciscan brother at St. 
Boniface, also the executive direc¬ 
tor at the Tenderloin Neighbor¬ 
hood Development Corporation, 
as well as Robin Levitt, a member 
of the Democratic County Central 
Committee. 

And the San Francisco Examin¬ 
er couldn’t be more on the point 
with their Sunday editorial about 
the screwed-up mess at the De¬ 
partment of Elections; will the bu¬ 
reaucrats down there ever get that 
department cleaned up? 

My “quote of the week” comes 
from former East Bay GOP Con¬ 
gressman Bill Baker on Vermont 
U.S. Senator leffords’s decision to 
leave the Republican Party. Baker: 
“We can now put away the Prepa¬ 
ration H; it’s like losing a hemor¬ 
rhoid.” (This coming, incidentally, 
from a man who couldn’t himself 
get re-elected to his House seat.) 

And how was your week? T 


combination of bigoted motiva¬ 
tion plus action that results in 
greater punishment under a hate 
crimes law. 

Is there anything wrong with 
considering motive in sentencing? 
There is certainly nothing novel 
about adjusting punishment 
up or down based on the rea¬ 
sons why a person commits 
a crime. We do it all the 
time, varying sentences 
depending on whether 
an act is committed in self-de¬ 
fense, for greed, for 
spite, and so on. 

Sentences are also 
commonly adjusted 
because of the degree 
and extent of the social harm they 
are thought to cause. The defen¬ 
dant who kills the mother of three 
young children will typically be 
punished more harshly - all other 
things being equal - than the killer 
of an unmarried person with no 
friends or living family. Victim- 
impact evidence can have a dra¬ 
matic effect on sentencing. 

So what’s wrong with hate 
crimes laws? Though they may 


not suffer the defects usually at¬ 
tributed to them, they have a more 
straightforward fault: they fail to 
deter hate crimes. 

Most states have a hate crimes 
law, many of which have been on 
the books for more than a decade. 
Yet there is no evidence, no 
study, of which I am aware 
that these laws have had 
any discernible effect on 
the rate of hate crimes. 
The world is no safer for 
gay Texans today than it was 
before this latest legisla¬ 
tive “victory.” 

Perhaps that 
should not be sur¬ 
prising. As advocates 
of these laws have long argued, 
hate crimes spring from a very 
deep well of loathing and fear. 
They are frenzied, often marked by 
“overkill” (like multiple gunshots 
and dismemberment) not typical¬ 
ly seen in other assaults. They are, 
it seems, beyond deterrence. 
Moreover, such laws are rarely in¬ 
voked by prosecutors both because 
hate crimes are infrequent and be¬ 
cause it is hard to prove the requi¬ 


site bias motivation. 

So what is the purpose of pass¬ 
ing laws specifically targeting 
hate? The most honest answer to 
this question comes from Hawaii 
Governor Ben Cayetano, who re¬ 
cently signed such a law. 
Cayetano, conceding there is no 
epidemic of hate crimes in his 
state, suggested the law is needed 
because “there’s a statement to be 
made.” 

The “statement” made by a 
hate crimes laws is, presumably, 
that gay lives and black lives and 
Jewish lives are valuable. It is a 
symbolic gesture from the state to 
the populace that - whatever mes¬ 
sages of disapproval the state has 
sent in the past about these groups 
- violence against them will not 
now be tolerated. That statement 
itself is unobjectionable. 

The problem is that it is treach¬ 
erous business for the state to use 
its criminal laws to make purely 
symbolic statements. Gays have 
long been subjected to criminal 
sodomy laws that are, like hate 
crimes laws, rarely enforced and 
unlikely to reduce the incidence of 


the very activity they purport to 
target. 

Instead, sodomy laws are often 
supported because of the symbol¬ 
ic statement they make in defense 
of traditional sexual morality. 
That is, in fact, the precise ground 
on which then-Governor Bush 
defended Texas’ sodomy law while 
he was running for president. 

It would be far better for us to 
champion the judicious use of 
criminal laws, reserving them only 
for real social problems that law 
will have some chance to alleviate. 
No one can doubt that hate 
crimes are a social problem. But 
there is considerable doubt, after 
more than a decade of experience, 
that hate crimes laws will do any¬ 
thing constructive about that 
problem. Pursuing them is chas¬ 
ing a mirage. ▼ 


Dale Carpenter, a law 
professor, is the winner of three 
Vice Versa awards for 
excellence in gay writing. He 
can be reached at 
OutRight@aol.com. 
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GAY MEN'S SUPPORT & GROWTH GROUP FORMING 



Rodney Karr, Ph.D 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY6906 


415.931.1934 


This ongoing growth group of five 
caring, supportive men welcomes 
four new members to a safe 
environment to facilitate success, 
self-esteem, creativity, and intimacy. 
Members of the group develop 
better communication and life 
skills in order to achieve greater 
fulfillment and happiness. 



Are you 

a Gay Male 

Cigarette Smoker? 

• 

Researchers at VCSF are 
recruiting individuals to partic• 
ip ate in a one-time research 
interview about 
you and your smoking. 

This is a confidential 
interview. 

$$ Reimbursement offered $$ 
For information call: 

C415) 476-7150 
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Sun Capsule 69 


• Sixty Bulbs, Nine Minutes (69, Get it?) 

• High Output, High Efficiency Bulbs 


• 10,800 Watts of Tanning 



329 Noe near Market 
M-F 7a-9:30p, S/S 7a-6:30p 
415.701.1080 
www.sorrentosun.com 
Castro's World-Class Tanning Salon. 


Queeny hopper 


by Jane Warner 


1 8th and Castro, May 23, 
12:30 a.m.: Walking out of 
Walgreens, a man observed a 
group of young men standing on 
the corner verbally arguing and 
yelling obscenities. Disturbed by 
the language, the man asked 
the group to quiet down. 

Angry, one of die young 
men kicked over a 
metal news rack and 
responded, “Do you 
want to die mother¬ 
fucker?” He then 
picked up a blue 
milk crate and 
threw it at the 
man’s head, barely 
missing. The group 
took off running and responding 
police found them loitering in 
Harvey Milk Plaza. The 23-year- 
old suspect was arrested for ag¬ 
gravated assault and booked at 
Mission Station. The suspect was 
also questioned about an assault 


on Collingwood Street the night 
before which left a man in serious 
condition. He was not charged in 
that attack. 

Kid nap 

Harvey Milk Plaza, May 25, 6 
a.m.: A police officer observed a 
man lying on the ground in Har¬ 
vey Milk Plaza and ap¬ 
proached him to see if he 
was okay. The man 
looked up with one eye 
and responded, “Why 
don’t you leave me the 
fuck alone, you stupid 
nigger cop?” The offi¬ 
cer informed the 
man that it was il¬ 
legal to sleep in the 
plaza and asked 
him to vacate. The 
man angrily got up and grabbed a 
stack of newspapers and bag of 
clothes, then spread the clothes 
from the bag across the steps of 
the plaza. Another man ap¬ 
proached the officer and informed 
him that the mess consisted of his 


clothes that were stolen the night 
before. The 18-year-old suspect 
was placed under arrest and 
booked for possession of stolen 
property. 

Needing dough 

Reliance Market, 699 Castro, 
May 25, 6:30 p.m.: A man walked 
into the corner store and picked 
out a bottle of beer from the cool¬ 
er and brought it to the counter. 
The owner rang up the purchase, 
the cash register drawer opened, 
and the man suddenly grabbed 
the register and swung it toward 
himself. The owner grabbed the 
register back and a struggle en¬ 
sued. The suspect was able to pull 
the till and he took $300 in cash 
and $150 in food stamps. The 
thief, described as African Ameri¬ 
can, 6 feet tall, 250 pounds, with a 
scar under his left eye, and wear¬ 
ing black pants and a black 
sweater, ran out of the store and 
drove away in a newer red Toyota 
Camry. Responding police were 
unable to find him. ▼ 



Carmichael's sentencing 
set for next month 


by Cynthia Laird 


B rian Patrick Carmichael, 
the openly gay, HIV-posi¬ 
tive advocate for state pris¬ 
oners, faces sentencing next 
month that could see him jailed 
for over 20 years for a third strike 
conviction of battery on a peace 
officer. 

Carmichael has been strug¬ 
gling to fight his conviction in 
Santa Clara County Superior 
Court, but Judge Alden E. Danner 
is expected to pass judgment and 
sentencing on Friday, June 29. 
During court appearances over 
the last several weeks, Carmichael 
has attempted to get the judge to 
reduce the felony conviction to a 
misdemeanor, which Danner can 
do, but only at the time of sen¬ 
tencing. Danner has not given an 
indication of how he might pro¬ 
ceed, though during Carmichael’s 
last court appearance on May 18, 
he alluded to the many letters he 
has received on behalf of 
Carmichael. 

The case against Carmichael 
stems from an incident that oc¬ 
curred at San Jose International 
Airport last September as 
Carmichael stepped off an air¬ 
plane. Police were waiting at the 
airport to talk to Carmichael, 
who while on the airplane in Dal¬ 
las, got into an argument with a 
passenger who was occupying a 


seat Carmichael had been told 
was reserved for his ill brother. 
During a scuffle after Carmichael 
got off the plane, he fell on a po¬ 
lice officer, who- reported that he 
suffered an injury as a result. 

The nature of the officer’s in¬ 
jury, however, is open to inter¬ 
pretation, and Carmichael has 
steadfastly denied that the officer 
suffered an injury as a result of 
the scuffle. Carmichael has been 
in the Santa Clara County jail 
since the incident last September. 

Carmichael, who has repre¬ 
sented himself in several court 
hearings since firing his public 
defender after Danner issued a 
guilty verdict in January (there 
was no jury trial), told the judge 
earlier this month that he would 
now like the assistance of a court- 
appointed attorney. Danner, 
however, denied the request. 

Carmichael’s efforts to hire 
private counsel have been unsuc¬ 
cessful. 

Danner did continue the sen¬ 
tencing to June 29, in an effort to 
give Carmichael time to prepare 
what’s known as a Romero mo¬ 
tion for those facing third strike 
sentences. 

While Carmichael argued that 
the prosecution has failed to turn 
over some of the evidence - no¬ 
tably police tapes - Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Attorney David Soares told 
the judge that according to his in¬ 
vestigation, the San Jose Police 


Department had provided all po¬ 
lice tapes. Carmichael has argued 
that the tapes show the officer 
who was allegedly injured had, in 
fact returned to the station after 
Carmichael was taken to Valley 
Medical Center and it was only 
after police at the hospital over¬ 
heard comments about 
Carmichael’s HIV status that the 
officer went to the hospital. 

Soares previously told the Bay 
Area Reporter that Carmichael’s 
case is in no way about AIDS or 
AIDS-phobia. 

At the May 18 hearing, 
Carmichael disagreed, and asked 
how his conduct at San Jose In¬ 
ternational Airport was battery 
or why anything about his HIV 
status was even allowed into the 
trial. “My conversation with the 
doctor at Valley Medical Center 
was privileged,” Carmichael told 
the judge. “Because the D.A. 
brought in all this stuff about 
HIV, I’m being forced to respond 
to it. What injury did the officer 
suffer? 

“I do not understand how 
what I did was a crime,” 
Carmichael said. “I’m completely 
baffled.” T 


Carmichael’s sentencing is set 
for 1:30 p.m. in Department 
40 at the Santa Clara County 
Hall of Justice, 190/200 West 
Hedding Street, in San Jose. 


Castro youth suspects still at large 


by Katie Szymanski 


T here have been no arrests in 
last week’s Castro attack that 
left a gay man in a coma 
with critical head injuries, accord¬ 
ing to sources at the San Francisco 
Police Department. Although a fe¬ 
male suspect was detained, she has 
since been released without 
charges, according to sources, and 
three suspects remain at large. All 
four suspects involved in the beat¬ 
ing are believed to be young adults 


with some connection to the 
queer youth services offered in the 
neighborhood. 

The assault took place in the 
vicinity of 18th and Collingwood 
on the evening of Tuesday, May 
22. Witnesses said that the victim 
was trying to move his car from a 
parking space but was blocked by 
the group of kids, who refused to 
move. The victim honked, and 
the kids allegedly pounded on the 
hood of his car. The victim exited 
his car to confront the group and 
was jumped. Several 911 calls re¬ 


ported that four young people be¬ 
tween the ages of 17 and 20 were 
standing over the victim kicking 
and punching him repeatedly. 
There was so much blood at the 
scene, according to the police log, 
that the fire department was 
called to wash down the pave¬ 
ment. 

Sources have reported that the 
victim, a 50-year old man from 
Healdsburg, remains at San Fran¬ 
cisco General Hospital, and that 
his family has flown in from out 
of state to be with him. T 
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Lorri Jean takes 
over at NGLTF 


by Bob Roehr 


S orri L. Jean is taking on the 
J job of revitalizing the Na- 
Itai tional Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force as its executive director. 
Many people feel that the venera¬ 
ble institution has stagnated over 
the last decade while new organi¬ 
zations have come along and oth¬ 
ers have grown tremendously. 

Jean, 44, said that her return to 
activism is a combination of de¬ 
sire, timing, and “maybe a little bit 
of fate.” The start-up company she 
was involved with essentially was 
bought about the time Elizabeth 
Toledo announced her resignation 
as executive director. And Jean was 
“feeling a little bit antsy about 
being out of the mix.” 

“I really have missed working 
full time on behalf of our commu¬ 
nity. I think that I have missed it 
more acutely since G.W. [Bush] 
got elected and I have felt like there 
is a lot more need for people to be 
focused on the advancement of 
our cause in this environment. I’ve 
also felt, I’ve yearned for a differ¬ 
ent kind of a voice than what I’ve 
been hearing. I’ve been hearing a 
lot of silence in response to G.W.” 

Somewhat surprisingly, Jean 
will not move to Washington, 
D.C., where NGLTF is based, but 
will work out of a new Los Ange¬ 
les office that is scheduled to open 
this fall. She will be the first exec¬ 
utive director since the agency was 
formed in 1973 who will not work 
out of Washington. 

. The group will continue to 
lobby in Washington, but Jean 
told the Los Angeles Times last 
week, “Given the election of 
George W., it’s very unlikely that 
anything good for our movement 
will happen inside the Beltway 
these days.” 

Just days after the May 22 
Times article, control of the U.S. 
Senate shifted to the Democrats, 
in a major blow to the Bush ad¬ 
ministration. 

Jean plans to commute regu¬ 
larly to the task force office in 
Washington, its Policy Institute in 
New York City, and other com¬ 
munity obligations throughout 
the country. “L.A. is my home 
now, I really love it there,” she said, 
and her partner, Gina M. Calvelli, 
has professional ties as a partner 
in an L.A. law firm. Jean has hired 
Darrel Cummings, her deputy at 
the L.A. Gay and Lesbian Center, 
to open the L.A. office. 


Jean cut her teeth as an activist 
while a student at the Georgetown 
University Law Center. She was the 
lead plaintiff in a sexual orienta¬ 
tion discrimination lawsuit against 
the university, which claimed a re¬ 
ligious exemption from the city’s 
gay-inclusive human rights act. 
Jean was on the. winning side, a 
pattern she strives to maintain. 

She served as president of the 
Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance 
(1986-1988) in Washington, D.C., 
while working as an attorney with 
the Federal Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency, the folks who re¬ 
spond with aid when floods, hur¬ 
ricanes, earthquakes, and other 
disasters hit. It didn’t take much 
persuading to get her to move to 
San Francisco in 1990 to head up 
the agency’s large regional office. 

Activism drew her to Los Ange¬ 
les in 1993 to take charge of the L.A. 
Gay and Lesbian Center, then an $8 
million a year operation. “When I 
arrived, almost 95 percent of their 
budget was government [contracts 
and grants]. I thought that was a 
problem,” she said. “They were rais¬ 
ing less than a million dollars in 
private dollars. When I left [six 
years later in February 1999], we 
were raising about $10 million an¬ 
nually in private dollars [and the 
total budget had grown to $32 mil¬ 
lion]. I also left them with a $10 
million endowment.” 

She also left a legacy of pro¬ 
grams from housing for gay and 
lesbian runaways, to a 
HMO/managed care practice op¬ 
erating at three state-of-the-art fa¬ 
cilities, to the National Associa¬ 
tion of LGBT Community Cen¬ 
ters, which she co-founded. 

The L.A. Center was “the ‘big 
dog,’ just dramatically overshad¬ 
owing smaller groups,” she said. It 
led to envy and distrust. Jean set 
out to overcome those barriers 
through meaningful collaboration 
where all of the participants re¬ 
ceived recognition. It’s an ap¬ 
proach she brings to NGLTF. 

NGLTF has been floundering 
for much of the last decade with 
turmoil at the top, which reflects 
decisions made by the board of di¬ 
rectors. Six executive directors have 
come and gone, often with gaps 
and people serving on an acting 
basis between those appointments. 
Where once NGLTF was roughly 
comparable in size, budget, and 
membership with the Human 
Rights Campaign, HRC has grown 
to be far larger by every measure. 
The task force’s annual budget has 



Lorri Jean 


oscillated between $2-4 million 
dollars for most of that time. 

“Solidify the infrastructure ... 
particularly in the fundraising 
area” is one of Jean’s priorities. 

To raise that money, “not only 
do you have to be good at it, you 
have to have something good to 
sell.” She believes, “One of the task 
force’s greatest problems is that its 
work has been way too well a kept 
secret. That is something that I in¬ 
tend to fix.” 

“I’m really looking forward to 
helping the task force become 
more visible as a really unapolo- 
getic voice of what rights our 
community ought to have,” she 
said. “We have the ability to do 
some of that since our primary 
focus is not lobbying on Capitol 
Hill and having to create and pre¬ 
serve relationships that may re¬ 
quire a different kind of diplo¬ 
matic finesse and compromise. 

“We need to adopt a new ap¬ 
proach as a movement, a zero tol¬ 
erance approach to bigotry. Zero 
tolerance of politicians who are 
not willing to support our full and 
complete equality in all aspects of 
our society,” Jean said, echoing her 
speech a year ago at the Millenni¬ 
um March on Washington. That 
includes support for gay marriage, 
a standard that sets her at odds 
with some political pragmatists in 
other organizations as well as 
some ideologues on the left. 

“I really bemoan the loss in our 
community of organizations like 
ACT UP and Queer Nation,” she 
said. “They provided the sort of 
extreme continuum, in the view of 
mainstream politicians, so it made 
the rest of us sound so much more 
reasonable. And without them, I 
think that it has slowed our 
progress.” 

She added, “I think that people 
are hungry to support things that 
they think are really going to make 
a difference. And more and more 
as we live under the administration 
of George W., people are going to 
see that we are losing some ground. 

I think that some of the compla¬ 
cency that has existed over the last 
eight years is going to change. So 
I’m really optimistic.” ▼ 
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Looking to put your best face forward? 



Complimentary consultation 
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490 Post Street, Suite 542 
San Francisco 
(415) 392-9800 

www.sfplasticsurgery.coin 
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Board Certified Specialist in: 
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The Center for Disease Control and Prevention's June 5, 1981 Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report mentioned the cases of PCP among gay 
men in Los Angeles. 


analysis by Bob Roehr 


I t began with just a small arti¬ 
cle, a cluster of gay men in Los 
Angeles dead or dying of 
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 
(PCP), an unusual lung infection. 
The date was June 5, 1981, the 
journal was Morbidity and Mor¬ 
tality Weekly Report, an obscure 
publication of the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention read 
primarily by public health offi¬ 
cials. 

Then four weeks later MMWR 
printed news of 26 young gay men 
in New York and California diag¬ 
nosed with Kaposi’s sarcoma 
(KS), a rare form of cancer hereto¬ 
fore seen primarily in elderly men 
of Jewish and Mediterranean ex¬ 
traction. The trickle of events be¬ 
came a flood of what would be 
called HIV/AIDS. 

It was not the start of the HIV 
epidemic - that surely began years 
and likely decades earlier - but it 
did mark the beginning of our 
recognition of that pestilence. 

The statistics over the last 
20 years numb one beyond 
comprehension, be it 
nearly a million 
Americans estimated 
to be infected with 
HIV, the 40,000 who 
still become infected 
each year, or the 
440,000 who have 
died of the disease. 

Who can under¬ 
stand the meaning of 
36 million people 
throughout the 
world carrying the 
virus? Or that the rate 
of infection continues to 
explode throughout much of the 
world. It is only when people real¬ 
ize that a 15-year-old in South 
Africa has a 50-50 chance of dying 
of AIDS before the age of 30 that 
the horror begins to take on a 
human scale. 

The American perception of 
AIDS has gone through a cycle of 
meanings over the last two 
decades. First came fear of the un¬ 
known, a terror that stalked the gay 
community and fueled their pariah 
status among the broader public. 

Many gay men reacted with 
denial, and then as more became 
known of the mysterious killer, by 
adopting safer sex practices that 
reduced the risk of exposure. They 
cared for ill friends and lovers, 
first through informal networks of 
support, soon with an unprece¬ 
dented blossoming of organiza¬ 
tions that sprang from the com¬ 
munity. Those organizations not 
only changed the gay community, 
they also changed the way that 
biomedical research is conducted, 
how drugs are approved, and the 
way that medicine is practiced. 

Rising from death beds 

Protease inhibitors, introduced 
in the mid-1990s, slowed the ter¬ 
ror, though they did not - and still 
do not - work for all. People rose 
from their skeletal death beds, 
gaunt flesh plumped to fullness in 
what came to be called the 
Lazarus effect. The so-called mir¬ 
acle drugs first brought expecta¬ 
tions that AIDS might be van¬ 
quished, and then a more reason¬ 
able hope that perhaps HIV could 


become a chronic, manageable 
disease. 

Protease inhibitors brought a 
respite, a lull of normalization, if 
one considers it “normal” to 
take a dozen or more pills 
a day on a rigorous time 
clock paced around 
one’s meals. 

Then there are 
the side effects; the 
immediate ones 
such as diarrhea 
and rash, and the 
longer-term ones 
that scientists still 
know so little about. 
Like fat that seems to 
migrate, creating 
sunken pockets and 
lumpy masses, a dis¬ 
figuring new stigmata 
marking those whose bodies are 
fighting the virus. And imbal¬ 
anced blood chemistry that great¬ 
ly heightens the risk of diabetes, 
high cholesterol, heart attack, and 
a liver under continuous pharma¬ 
ceutical assault. 

But the number of those dying 
from AIDS continued to fall every 
year since protease inhibitors were 
introduced. So this must be better, 
things were getting back to “nor¬ 
mal,” according to many. The 
American public seems to believe 
that, as reflected in polling data re¬ 
leased on May 25 by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. The propor¬ 
tion of Americans who call AIDS 
the nation’s top health problem has 
declined from 44 percent in 1995 to 
26 percent today, second to cancer. 

Transforming 

Still, 66 percent believe that the 
federal government is not doing 
enough to fight the epidemic. 
Only 5 percent say that spending 
is too high, while 25 percent say it 
is “about right” and 55 percent call 
for more money. Support is near 
universal for sex education in high 
school that includes HIV preven¬ 
tion (97 percent) and information 
about condoms (90 percent). 

But it appears that the respite 
the developing world has pur¬ 
chased with expensive drugs is 
starting to fade. Several factors 
suggest that AIDS is transitioning 
into a new phase. 

The number of AIDS deaths 
has stopped declining; in fact it 
has begun to rise again. New York 
City reported a 2 percent increase 


in 1999. Last year Washington 
state reported a 6 percent increase 
in the number of AIDS cases, an¬ 
other sign that drugs are failing. 

Public health officials are con¬ 
cerned by a decline in safer sex 
practices as measured by survey 
data. That is particularly true 
among the young. Those under the 
age of 25 constitute half of all new 
infections, and are of a generation 
who have always known AIDS. 

That very familiarity has re¬ 
duced its sting, while the success 
of new therapies has created the il¬ 
lusion that the disease is easily 
managed. The specter of gaunt 
shuffling victims who so unsettled 
people a decade ago that many in 
the community became more 
prudent in their sexual escapades 
has been replaced with false im¬ 
ages of mountain climbing and 
triathletes competing because of 
their combination therapies in 
drug company ads for HIV med¬ 
ications. 

STDs on the rise 

Sexually transmitted diseases 
are on the upswing. There have 
been small outbreaks of syphilis in 
Seattle, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco, while in New York the 
caseload for the first quarter of 
this year was double that of the 
previous two years, primarily 
among gay men in Manhattan. 

STDs are a marker of unsafe 
sexual activity that increases ex¬ 
posure to HIV. They also facilitate 
the transmission of and vulnera¬ 
bility to HIV. Still, it is unclear if 
the higher levels of STDs repre¬ 
sent a broad trend or a relatively 
small circle of “barebackers” who 
are passing the infections back 
and forth among themselves. 

The domestic challenge, ac¬ 
cording to officials, is to formulate 
new prevention interventions that 
greatly reduce the estimated 40,000 
HIV infections that occur every 
year; develop new therapies that 
are more effective, less toxic, easier 
to use, and more affordable; and to 
provide access to medical care and 
support for those who need it. 

The international challenge is 
even greater. In the United States, 
1 in 300 people are infected with 
HIV. In much of sub-Saharan 
Africa the ratio is 1 in 5, and in 
some villages as high as 1 in 2 
women of childbearing age. Even 
page 17 ► 
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From the grove to the 
sidewalks, community 
will mark AIDS at 20 


by Cynthia Laird 


I t started as a mention in the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report is¬ 
sued on June 5,1981 - gay men in 
Los Angeles were being treated for 
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia, 
a rare lung infection. Since then, 
the gay community in particular 
has expended enormous amounts 
of money, time, and grief battling 
what is now known as AIDS. 

Starting this Sunday, June 3, 
and continuing through Tuesday, 
June 5, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender community in 
San Francisco will mark 20 years 
of fighting AIDS. What follows is a 
roundup of events taking place; all 
are open to the public. 

‘Die-in’ demo 

As a graphic representation of 
the nearly 20,000 San Franciscans 
who have died of AIDS-related 
complications since the beginning 
of the epidemic, hundreds of local 
residents will draw outlines of 
each other’s bodies on side¬ 
walks and streets in the 
heart of the Castro 
District and 

throughout the city 
this Sunday, June 3, 
starting at 11 a.m. 

The demonstra¬ 
tion, called a “die-in” 
by organizers at the 
Stop AIDS Project, 
will take place at 18th 
and Castro streets; 
many of the deaths 
caused as a result of 
AIDS have occurred 
among the city’s gay and 
bisexual men who live and gather 
in that neighborhood. The event 
is free to the public. 

“There’s so much going on 
downtown, we felt it important to 
do something in the part of the 
city hit hardest by the epidemic, as 
well as a renewal to reverse the 
number of infections going up,” 
Steve Gibson, Stop AIDS Project 
program director, told the Bay 
Area Reporter. 



Stop AIDS' Steven Gibson 


Gibson said he intends for the 
demonstration to draw attention 
to the increasing rates of HIV in¬ 
fection in San Francisco, especial¬ 
ly among African American, Cau¬ 
casian, and Latino gay and bisexu¬ 
al men. Gibson said he wants the 
general public to be aware that the 
disease is spreading and taking 
lives with it. He also wants mem¬ 
bers of the LGBT community to 
recommit themselves to support¬ 
ing those who are already infect¬ 
ed. 

“I can remember when Star 
Pharmacy at 18th and Castro used 
to have photos in their window of 
the ‘gay cancer’ so men could 
check themselves for sores,” Gib¬ 
son said. “In this year of looking 
back over the last 20 years of the 
epidemic, we wanted to do some¬ 
thing here in the neighborhood 
where so many lost their lives.” 

Jed Herman, volunteer manag¬ 
er at Stop AIDS, said that if there 
are going to be fewer deaths relat¬ 
ed to HIV/AIDS in the next 20 
years, it is up to the community to 
make the difference. 

“The answer lies in our 
community,” Herman 
said. “It’s up to us to de¬ 
cide the future of 
the epidemic.” 

Stop AIDS staff 
and volunteers will 
be giving chalk to 
people who want 
to join in the die- 
in, and hope that 
outlines will be drawn 
throughout the Cas¬ 
tro and San Francis¬ 
co. Staff members 
also encouraged al¬ 
lies throughout the 
Bay Area to buy chalk 
and join them from wherever they 
are to bring back AIDS to the na¬ 
tion’s consciousness. 

For more information, call 
(415) 575-0150. 

AIDS grove ceremony 

Also on Sunday, June 3, the 
National AIDS Memorial Grove in 
San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park 
will mark the 20th year of AIDS 
with a ceremony beginning at 5:30 
p.m. The service of remembrance 
will include a performance by the 
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus. 

Muni will provide some extra 
service for those in the Castro 
wishing to attend the service at the 
grove. A bus will leave near Met¬ 
ropolitan Community Church- 
San Francisco at about 4:30 p.m. 
to get people to the grove and will 
bring them back to MCC-SF. Peo¬ 
ple can also take the N-Judah and 
33 lines. 

Open air service 

After the service at the grove, 
people are welcome to head over 
to Metropolitan Community 
Church-San Francisco, 150 Eure¬ 
ka Street, for the 7 p.m. service 
Sunday, June 3. Church staff plan 
to transform the city block of Eu¬ 
reka Street between 18th and 19th 
streets into an open air sanctuary 
for a special evening service hon¬ 
oring health care workers who 
have cared for people with AIDS 
in hospitals, nursing homes and 
hospices, as well as those who 
serve as home care workers. 

“For 20 years, health care 
workers have reached out to wrap 



MCC-SF's Rev. Penny Nixon 


their arms of compassion, com¬ 
fort, and care around those we 
love,” said the Reverend Penny 
Nixon, MCC-SF pastor. “It is now 
our turn to wrap our collective 
arms around these workers and 
tell them we care as they have 
cared. These workers are true he¬ 
roes in the fight against AIDS and 
thanking them is, we believe, most 
appropriate.” 

The Health Care Workers’ 
Union Local 250 is helping get the 
word out about the service. 

Quilt display 

On Monday, June 4, the Names 
Project will display portions of the 
AIDS Memorial Quilt in City 
Hall, with a formal ceremony at 
noon in the Rotunda, and the 
reading of names of those who 
have died of AIDS. The reading of 
names will continue until mid¬ 
night. 

June 5 events 

Tuesday, June 5 will see the 
reading of names continue in City 
Hall beginning at 8 a.m. At noon, 
Mayor Willie Brown will join 
many long-term survivors, care¬ 
givers, and volunteers in acknowl¬ 
edging the 20th anniversary of 
AIDS and recommitting to end 
the epidemic. 

MCC-SF will be open on Tues¬ 
day starting at 6 a.m. for remem¬ 
bering and honoring people with 
AIDS. Throughout the day, the 
altar will become the centerpiece 
for an historical archive. As the 
church opens, the altar will be 
cleared so that cards, statements, 
momentos, and other, personal re¬ 
membrances may be placed to re¬ 
member the impact of AIDS. 

At 6 p.m. members of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
Historical Society of Northern 
California will collect and careful¬ 
ly package everything on the altar. 
The items will then be preserved 
as an archive to show how San 
Franciscans chose to mark 20 
years of AIDS in their lives. 

“Creation of an historical 
archive documenting this day is 
extremely important,” Nixon said. 

She also emphasized the con¬ 
cern for those who continue to 
live with AIDS. “June 5, 2001 is a 
day to renew our commitment to 
all people diagnosed with AIDS 
who are winning the fight to stay 
alive.” 

For more information on 
MCC-SF’s activities, call (415) 
863-4434.T 
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itive men, you would eliminate at 
least 95 percent of the seroconver- 
sions among men who have sex 
with men [MSMs], everything 
else being equal.” 

By 1985, the HIV antibody test 
had been developed and was 
being offered in San Francisco via 
the AIDS Health Project. 

“It was then,” noted Katz, “that 
people learned this amazing fact - 
that half of gay men in San Fran¬ 
cisco living in the neighborhoods 
with the largest populations of gay 
men were infected. This was as¬ 
tounding.” 

The professional 
is public is personal 

And so were the consequences. 
Katz turned personal. 

“Almost all our friends and 
colleagues who found out they 
were infected, in the mid-1980s, 
got sick in the early 1990s. Cer¬ 
tainly for me that was the worst 
time. 

“Those years in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s were absolutely 
miserable, and I actually feel that, 
as a person, putting aside every¬ 
thing else, that time was so hard 
for me, that there was a part of me 
that closed down. There was so 
much sadness, so many people 
dying, what was strange for me, 
looking back on the closed-down 
part, is I really didn’t get closed 
down in the sense that I was un¬ 
able to experience the sadness. It 
was that I was unable to really ex¬ 
perience any joy. And I sort 
of feel like, it’s only recent¬ 
ly that my own ability 
to enjoy life has re¬ 
turned.” 

In what way, he 
was asked, has the 
personal sadness af¬ 
fected Katz’s public 
life? 

“I never saw 
being a doctor and a 
public health official 
as separate. With 
me, it was one life, 
always ... a lot of peo¬ 
ple in San Francisco 
cared and were working 
in public health and doing great 
things around HIV, I had to note 
that I was one of the few openly 
gay men during that time. There 
were a few others, [UCSF physi¬ 
cian] Donald Abrams, but most of 
the people were straight doctors. 
You know, that’s fine with me, you 
don’t have to be gay or anything to 
understand the illness. 

“But the fundamental differ¬ 
ence was that all of my friends 
were sick. And dying. And their 
friends [of straight doctors] were 
not. And they were themselves not 
at risk, while I felt myself very 
much to be at risk. 

“So in those times I was mak¬ 
ing the same kinds of tradeoffs in 
my personal sexual life as every¬ 
body else was ... I remember sort 
of profoundly feeling that if I be¬ 
came infected, or if I was infected, 
that I would die of AIDS, which is 
very different from now. 

“When the people closest to 
me were sick, or dying, my clini¬ 
cal practice was people who were 
sick and dying, my public health 
work was trying to come up with 
a coherent public health response 
to this unrelenting epidemic, 
which wasn’t really very respon¬ 
sive in some ways to public health. 

Community response 

There was a crucial element 
that made a difference. Katz said, 
“The success of the HIV preven¬ 
tion model was very much a com¬ 
munity response, and I don’t 
think that public health [DPH] 
deserves too much credit. It was 


the community itself, people real¬ 
ized there was something awful 
going on, people started commu¬ 
nity-based agencies, they told each 
other to be careful about unsafe 
sex.” 

The DPH helped by feeding 
the data. But, Katz continued, “I 
really feel, if anything, that public 
health trailed the community. 
And the other success people 
talked about was the humanity in 
which gay men and lesbians re¬ 
sponded to their own being sick. I 
think that’s something for people 
to feel proud of, that the commu¬ 
nity itself said, ‘We’re a communi¬ 
ty that this affects, and we’re 
going to take care of our 
own.’” 

The relations be¬ 
tween gay men and 
lesbians have often 
been close, often 
discordant, he said, 
but those, years 
brought them to¬ 
gether. 

“You know, the 
women in our commu¬ 
nity, I think, were 
some of the hardest 
working, because in 
general they were 
healthy ... it was in 
some ways the closest 
time in San Francisco.” 

Katz’s voice went flat, and 
slowed. 

“By the early 1990s, there was 
so much fatigue, some of the 
greatest leaders were dead. I called 
a close friend of mine who had 
never discussed his health with 
me, to find out that he was on 
leave from his job, and subse¬ 
quently he died. 

“Many people didn’t want to 
talk about it, didn’t want people to 
know they were sick, they just... 
you know ... died. It was the years 
that I used to have conversations 
all the time with my own patients 
about how ... how they could es¬ 
sentially kill themselves, when the 
time came... 

“It was horrible. It was horri¬ 
ble.” 

Turning point: 1992 

Mostly, Katz said, “1992 was 
the peak of AIDS deaths because 
it was the peak of HIV serocon- 
versions 10 years earlier. When 
you think about what happened, 
the earliest seroconversions were 
1978-79, but in order to get a lot 
of cases, you need a lot of people 
infected. 

“Even if no protease inhibitors 
had ever been developed, San 
Francisco would have experienced 
the peak and fall around 1992, be¬ 
cause infection rates went from 
around 8,000 in the early 1980s to 
about 1,000 a year. That’s both gay 
and straight, though in the early 
years it was almost all gay. 

“That was the peak. What has 


happened is that through treat¬ 
ment people really are living 
longer, that’s a different effect.” 

Uphill and down 

Before becoming the city’s 
health director in 1998, Katz was 
director of the DPH AIDS Office, 
a post to which he was named in 
1992. Commenting on his job 
running the AIDS Office, he said, 
“I don’t think it’s a coincidence 
[that] myself and the previous di¬ 
rector of health [Dr. Sandra Her¬ 
nandez] were both directors in the 
AIDS Office. 

“HIV turned out to be the 
greatest health challenge facing 
this Health Department. The peo¬ 
ple who sort of learned in the cru¬ 
cible of conflict of epidemics how 
to survive and build programs, 
have the skills people wanted in 
the area of running the depart¬ 
ment. 

“There’s no question in my 
mind that it was more difficult to 
be director of the AIDS Office in 
those years than it is to be Direc¬ 
tor of Health now. 

“It’s also true that I draw on 
those years all the time, as a model 
of how to respond to other epi¬ 
demics and other social problems, 
hepatitis C, the housing crisis in 
San Francisco. 

“For good or for bad, my staff 
always comments on how calm I 
am. Part of why I attribute it is ... 
after you’ve been through so 
much death, to be upset by a vote 
at the Board of Supervisors, or a 
change in policy, or someone 
who’s angry at you, just seems to 
be sort of pointless, so unimpor¬ 
tant to me relative to what it was 
like for people I loved to be dying 
and for me to be unable to do any¬ 
thing about it.” 

Lessons learned 

What overall lessons has he 
learned? 

“It does provide a very differ¬ 
ent perspective on what in life 
matters,” Katz says. “For what I 
think I’ve lost from HIV in terms 
of enjoying my 30s, maybe, I think 
the gain has been a perspective in 
my 40s that I don’t know I’d have 
otherwise had on what matters, 
what is truly a life and death issue, 
what is politics and squabbling. 

“And in the job I do, through 
all the controversies that come up, 
I try to ask myself, what really 
does matter, when I think about 
what I’ve done as director, I think, 
gee, it really does matter that I’ve 
helped Marc Trotz to open up 
four hotels for people who are 
homeless, the Camelot, the Wind¬ 
sor. ... And the gay and lesbian 
transitional housing [program], I 
think that’s really a good thing. 

“You know, I think the point of 
my job is really to be around to do 
the things that really matter, 
next page ► 
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building housing for people or 
proper medical care, and the rest 
- the intrigue, the squabbling, the 
protests - they don’t really matter, 
they’re not really important.” 

And, he added, “It’s only been 
in the last couple of years that I’ve 
found myself saying, the point of 
life can’t only be to work ... there 
should be some other way to 
enjoy myself, and to have fun.” 

Declining optimism 

Life after protease inhibitors 
were made available in 1996, Katz 
said, has shifted things for better 
and worse. 

“I do feel like the success of pro¬ 
tease inhibitors has made a funda¬ 
mental difference. There’s no ques¬ 
tion they don’t work for everybody, 
that the side effects are awful, but 
anyone who has lived through 
those middle years, that I know, 
has an astounding appreciation ... 
you know, someone very close to 
me was, from my point of view, 
snatched from the hands of God. 

“And it just made such a huge 
difference ... people who were 
preparing to die, writing their 


Survivor 

◄ page 1 

activities, and access to mental 
health and substance abuse ser¬ 
vices are all included. 

A long-term survivor with a 
peaceful aura and inviting smile, 
Montez is quite aware that he para¬ 
doxically serves as both a role model 
for PWAs hoping to have full lives, 
as well as a spokesman for HIV-neg¬ 
ative people who may not know all 
the horrors he has endured. 

On the one hand, Montez is 
“very happy. I have a lot of good 
friends, and I know I’m very lucky.” 

On the other hand, Montez 
does not want younger folks to as¬ 
pire to his life, although he be¬ 
lieves he was once a lot like them 
in the sense that he ignored the 
warnings about AIDS in favor of a 
riskier lifestyle. 

“When I first saw images of 
AIDS, it was a photograph of Ka¬ 
posi’s sarcoma, and I thought, 
‘Well, geez, that won’t happen to 
me,”’ said Montez of his sexual 
heyday in the 1980s. “I’d go to the 
bathhouses, and if guys looked 
skinny or sick, I would hesitate, 
but otherwise I assumed they were 
fine. Of course, that was denial.” 

Now 60 years old, Montez has 
lost count of all the friends he has 
lost to AIDS since 1981, which in¬ 
clude his life partner, who died in 
1991. 

“I certainly didn’t expect to live 
this long,” said Montez, who al¬ 
most didn’t make it after a bout 
with Pneumocystis carinii pneu¬ 
monia in 1996. He credits a com¬ 
plex drug regimen - at 37 pills a 
day for the past several years - 
with his survival. 

“The drugs came along and 
changed everything. There was no 
hope several years ago, because it 
is a terminal disease. But now peo¬ 
ple can live longer.” 


AIDS beginning 
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if drugs were provided for free, 
there simply is insufficient med¬ 
ical infrastructure to ethically use 
those drugs on a broad scale. Fur¬ 
thermore, laboratory tests suggest 
that the crucial protease inhibitors 
do not work as well against the 
strains of HIV prevalent outside 
the U.S. and Europe. 

Developing a preventative vac- 


wills, suddenly came back. 

“I remember feeling this 
tremendous sense of optimism 
not only about people who were 
sick, but that this would burn out 
the epidemic, and I really didn’t 
anticipate - although I should 
have - the degree to which HIV 
no longer being a death sentence, 
would affect people’s behaviors. 

“And I say that because I know 
myself, because in those [early] 
years, I felt that if I had unsafe sex, 
I would die ... and I don’t think it 
would be rational to think about 
it that way anymore, I don’t think 
that’s true. 

“A person who becomes infect¬ 
ed today, and is willing to take 
combination therapy with three 
drugs, will live out their normal 
life span ... it will be inconvenient 
for them, it will be expensive, they 
will have side effects that they 
don’t want, they may have changes 
in body habitus, but they will live 
out, I believe, their normal life 
span. That’s very different.” 

Behavior and immunity 

And that, said Katz, has 
changed the tune and the mores 
of sexual behavior. 

“You know,” he said, “when 
you’re in the heat of the moment, 


But Montez is careful to make 
a distinction between living longer 
and never dying, a distinction he 
believes the younger generation 
fails to see. 

“I think they think, ‘Oh well, if 
I get AIDS, my life can be saved.’ 
But you can still die,” said Montez. 
“You do have to take care of your¬ 
self and have safe sex.” 

Although the drugs have 
worked for Montez so far, he has 
seen firsthand what happens when 
they don’t, “and it’s not a pretty 
sight. A lot of people have multi¬ 
ple things going on. When your 
body starts to fail, it can fail in 
many different ways at once.” 

Montez still has vivid images of 
watching his many loved ones die, 
and by no means thinks that peri¬ 
od in his life is over. But he is no 
longer angry, he says, because 
holding onto negativity is “a waste 
of time.” 

“It’s been so hard, but things 
are going well now. I’m very for- 


cine will be the cornerstone of 
reining in the pandemic, officials 
believe, but that seems to be at 
least a decade away and is perhaps 
impossible. Education for preven¬ 
tion, condoms, and development 
of microbicides that can be used 
in lubricants to kill HIV are all 
components that are more imme¬ 
diately available and must be used, 
activists say. 

It seems that AIDS will remain 
a central concern for society for 
our lifetime. T 


certain death is very different 
from the inconvenience and po¬ 
tential side effects of taking a lot 
of pills. I think it’s resulted in a lot 
more unsafe sex, it’s changed the 
mores ... what I remember in 
those years as a sexually active gay 
man was a certain joint sense 
of responsibility, not only 
was I safe, but other peo¬ 
ple felt it was impor¬ 
tant to be safe. 

“It was sort of 
like herd immunity; 
even if someone did¬ 
n’t want to use a con¬ 
dom themselves, the 
other person would 
have said, ‘Oh, you 
know, we have to use 
condoms.’ I feel like 
that’s mostly lost. 

“I feel talking to 
my patients, friends, ac¬ 
quaintances, people have 
essentially started having a lot of 
unsafe sex, and that the rules have 
changed. 

“I find it sad because I really 
thought the epidemic was going 
to burn out, that the number of 
infections was going to drop be¬ 
cause of the viral load drops ... 
and it makes me very sad that isn’t 
how it’s worked out.” 


tunate to be in good health. And 
even as a person with AIDS, I can 
still find love,” he said, comment¬ 
ing on a relationship he has had 
with a younger man for the past 
three years. 

For the HIV-positive, Montez 
advises, “Make every moment - 
not just every day - special.” 

Lately, Montez has been enjoy¬ 
ing the affordability of AIDS hous¬ 
ing and using his retirement bene¬ 
fits to travel. He spends most of his 
days in the residence’s garden, sun¬ 
ning himself on a lawn chair. 

For the HIV-negative, Montez 
is cautionary. “AIDS is still 
around,” he said as he sipped his 
juice in the shadow of several large 
blossoming rose bushes. “It’s not 
something that you want to ruin 
your life.” ▼ 


Prevention and funding 

Amid public debates over 
spending, the question arises of 
where to target money. 

Katz pointed out: “There’s an¬ 
other study just out that shows 

HIV prevention as cost-saving, 
not just cost-effective. PAP 
smears and mammo¬ 
grams are not cost¬ 
saving but they are 
cost-effective. HIV 
prevention is actu¬ 
ally cost-saving.” 

He added that 
some prevention 
methods are truly 
effective, citing nee¬ 
dle exchange for intra¬ 
venous drug users, 
and small group 
counseling and sup¬ 
port sessions. 

But, he said, while 
attending such sessions 
has been shown to decrease indi¬ 
vidual risk behavior, “it doesn’t 
begin to address it as a population.” 

Moreover, he said, “No one has 
ever shown that a media cam¬ 
paign mattered, which doesn’t 
mean that it doesn’t, but...” 

There are also “a couple of 
studies [that] show that if you can 
build opinion leaders around HIV 
prevention, then that matters.” 

Ambivalence over sex 

Overall, in his view, there re¬ 
mains a deep ambivalence about 
sex: “In some ways I think it’s got¬ 
ten worse. In the earlier years, the 
prevention people, who - let’s face 
it - are not generally people at 
risk, could feel that what they were 
doing was informing people ... 
you hear often, ‘If only we could 
get out the message.’ I’m only talk¬ 
ing about MSMs, because they’re 
what really fuels the epidemic in 
San Francisco. 

“People know how HIV is 
transmitted; if you had aTorced 
test among gay men in San Fran¬ 
cisco, they would score like 98 per¬ 
cent ... it isn’t about knowledge. I 
think there’s a deep ambivalence 
from federal and state policy mak¬ 
ers about funding something 
where they feel people are making 
a conscious decision about their 
behavior. 

“All the things we do around 
harm reduction get a lot of flak, 
right? People say you’re just con¬ 
doning behavior... policy makers 
are deeply ambivalent, and I think 
that more than anything has pre¬ 
vented people from funding pre¬ 
vention in the way they should.” 


HIV/AIDS: Looking ahead 

While Katz feels the future 
treatment of HIV looks bright due 
to better medicines and adherence 
to regimens, he is not nearly as 
optimistic about prevention’s out¬ 
look. 

“I feel sex is a highly motivating 
behavior,” he said. “It raises all 
kinds of issues, of intimacy, family, 
lust, and those are not issues easily 
translatable into a public health in¬ 
tervention. You can’t address 
someone’s desire to be loved, to feel 
a part of something, with the very 
best of media campaigns, the most 
widely distributed condoms, the 
best peer leaders. 

“Mind you, you should do all 
those things, but I guess I feel a 
certain pessimism that those 
things will fully be effective. They 
certainly work, they stem the epi¬ 
demic, more should be done, but I 
think there are more fundamental 
challenges, and some of my own 
prognostication for the future 
would be that more attention 
needs to be paid to wellness mod¬ 
els, this a more general lesson of 
HIV.” 

That lesson “has a lot of ap¬ 
plicability to substance abuse, 
homelessness, that would have to 
move from the health education 
to true empowerment type mod¬ 
els that enable people to take con¬ 
trol of their own health, that en¬ 
courage them to be responsible 
for their own health by giving 
them information and tools, and 
focusing less on diseases and more 
on self-esteem, self-awareness, 
building communities, getting a 
dog, having family, addressing 
painful relationships.” 

Gay people need a strong over¬ 
all community framework that 
they’re often denied nationwide, 
he said. 

“Donald Abrams said, and I 
agree with him: What a mixed 
message! Prevention experts talk 
about how people should have 
monogamy, and yet there’s no gay 
marriage - such hypocrisy. How 
can you be at one time complain¬ 
ing about gay men having all these 
multiple sexual partners and at 
the same time saying you don’t 
believe in gay marriage; shouldn’t 
it have to be one or the other, can 
you really be opposed to both? 

“That’s because he’s asking for 
logic, thoughtful thinking. But 
this remains a country with deep 
prejudices against gay people ... 
you leave San Francisco, New 
York, you go most anywhere else, 
the prejudice is so deep.” ▼ 
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HIV negatives: Forgotten, but not gone 


by Katie Szymanski 


W hen events marking the 
20th year of the AIDS 
epidemic take center 
stage this week, there will be die- 
ins and memorials, services and 
commemorations. But other than 
a declared recommitment to end¬ 
ing the epidemic, there will be 
very little focus on the lives of the 
people who have lived for years 
without contracting HIV. 

It is a continuing phenomenon 
within gay circles, identified by 
many authors and scholars as a 
sort of negligence that ultimately 
leads to higher transmission rates: 
outside of prevention-focused 
groups, there is very little com¬ 
munity support available for gay 
men who are HIV-negatiye. 

“By helping to shape cultural 
decisions that exclude HIV-nega¬ 
tive men from full membership in 
the gay community, program 
planners successfully reproduce 
the dynamic that gay men in gen¬ 
eral face in relation to the larger 
heterosexual society,” concluded a 
1999 study presented at the Adult. 
Education Research Conference 
that was critical of many AIDS 
and gay-related organizations. 
“This leaves HIV-negative gay 


men feeling doubly excluded - an 
overwhelmingly hurtful experi¬ 
ence for men who initially sought 
out the gay community precisely 
because they had spent a life time 
being the ‘other.’” 

For people with HIV and 
AIDS there are parties, ac¬ 
tivities, spirituality circles, 
meals, and pet sitting, 
and eventual memo¬ 
rials and marches 
hailing the dead as 
heroes. For HIV- 
negatives, there is 
traditional preven¬ 
tion. It just isn’t ful¬ 
filling to be part of a 
crowd with fewer op¬ 
tions for community. 

“When I was 
negative, I felt so 
completely isolated 
from services for gay 
men. I spent half my time 
celebrating the lives of the people 
who died, but nobody seemed to 
want to celebrate the lives of the 
people like me who had managed 
to stay negative,’’ said Chuck, a San 
Francisco man who seroconvert- 
ed three years ago, who declined 
to give his last name. “I can’t say 
that I consciously decided to be¬ 
come positive to make the short¬ 
term easier, but I do know that 


testing positive was, in many ways, 
a relief. There are fewer questions 
now about where I fit in.” 

As many organizations in San 
Francisco are starting to take no¬ 
tice of how traditional prevention 
efforts have failed, they are re¬ 
assessing the role of the 
HIV-negative popula¬ 
tion in their compre¬ 
hensive programs. 

The great 
divide 

There has al¬ 
ways been a separa¬ 
tion between those 
who are positive and 
negative, but most 
AIDS activism has 
understandably fo¬ 
cused on demand¬ 
ing services for those 
who are positive. 

“In the beginning, it 
was critical to fight for treatment 
when there was nothing. People 
were dying within weeks of being 
diagnosed,” said Steven Gibson of 
the Stop AIDS Project. “The HIV¬ 
negative men took on a role as the 
caregivers.” 

Caregiver stress, along with 
survivor’s guilt, has played a large 


Dog mauling 

◄ page 2 

the hearing over her health or why 
she needed to be in a wheelchair. 

San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Philip Moscone turned 
down a motion by the defense to 
get the homicide charges thrown 
out. Knoller, who was with the 
dogs during the January 26 attack, 
is charged with second-degree 
murder. Noel faces a charge of in¬ 
voluntary manslaughter. Each also 
faces a charge of keeping a mis¬ 
chievous animal that killed a 
human being. The couple’s attor¬ 
neys argued that the mischievous 
animal law preempts homicide 
charges from also being filed. 

Prosecutors said the defense’s 
arguments were groundless and a 
strategy to get the couple off scot- 
free. 

“And at trial they can come up 
with some cockamamie theory 
like ‘Let’s say some prisoner owns 
the dogs’ and they walk free,” 
Hammer argued, in a pointed ref¬ 
erence to the couple’s adopted 
prisoner son, Paul Schneider, 


Housing bill 

◄ page 3 

tenant groups. 

“TICs must not be used as a 
loophole for profits by real estate 
speculators,” one pro-tenant 
speaker said, amid angry ex¬ 
changes between people on both 
sides of the issue. 

An opposing view came from 
Kim Stryker, who told the B.A.R ., 
“We need to preserve any form of 
affordable housing in San Francis¬ 
co. We also need to uphold 
democracy. The voters have spo¬ 
ken loudly [on Proposition N] ... 
and homeowners should not be 
driven out.” Proposition N, de¬ 
feated last November, would have 
capped conversions of rental units 
into TICs at 200 a year. Propo¬ 
nents said the proposition effort 
was sabotaged by much chicanery. 

A police sergeant estimated the 
crowd at 200, “including passers- 
by.” 

A much bigger crowd gathered 
inside City Hall, and officials 
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role in the lives of those who have 
survived the decades without con¬ 
tracting HIV. One program ad¬ 
dressing such issues is the Kairos 
program at Shanti, a counseling 
service available to anyone who 
cares for someone with a terminal 
illness. The program helps those 
caregivers deal with the difficult 
psychological and emotional is¬ 
sues that often accompany the 
process of caregiving, and it also 
steps in to offer grief counseling to 
those dealing with issues of loss. 

But on the other end of the 
spectrum are those HIV-negatives 
who have never seen a friend or 
loved one die. For these men, pre¬ 
vention is much more difficult; 
not only is the incentive to stay 
healthy not as evident, but the task 
of staying negative still tends to 
rest entirely with them. 

“For the positives, there were 
all types of support programs af¬ 
firming their lives,” recalled 
Chuck, the San Francisco man 
who recently seroconverted. “For 
the negatives, we were supposed 
to stay negative, but at the same 
time we were vilified for trying to 
limit our encounters to other neg¬ 
atives or to safer practices.” 

Recognizing that HIV-positive 


whom they claim is the legal 
owner of Bane and Hera, the dogs 
involved in the hallway attack on 
Whipple. 

A hearing to set a trial date was 
slated for June 18. Moscone ini¬ 
tially assigned the trial to Judge 
Lenard Louie, who presided over 
the initial hearings on the case but 
he was bumped off at the defense’s 
request. The case was reassigned 
to Superior Court Judge James 
Warren. Warren is the grandson of 
late U.S. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. 

Prosecutors said they hoped to 
get started on the case as soon as 
possible out of concern for two 
witnesses, one who is “under pro¬ 
tection” because of threats and an¬ 
other who was fearful after receiv¬ 
ing an intimidating phone call 
during the grand jury proceedings. 

Hallinan told reporters outside 
court that his office is anticipating 
a change of venue. He said the 
trial could be held as close as 
Monterey or as far away as San 
Diego. He reiterated that his office 
would not fight the defense’s ex¬ 
pected motion for a change of 
venue. 


opened two additional rooms 
with closed-circuit television cov¬ 
erage. Eventually the supervisors 
moved the hearing into the main 
Board of Supervisors chamber 
from the smaller room where the 
Housing, transportation, and 
Land Use Committee normally 
meets. 

Testimony 

More than 150 people signed 
up to give two minutes of testi¬ 
mony each. 

In the end, Supervisors Mc- 
Goldrick, Aaron Peskin, and Daly 
voted to pass McGoldrick’s com¬ 
promise proposal on to the full 
board for a vote. Pro-tenant ac¬ 
tivists had said they preferred 
Daly’s version. But a number of 
them said they could live with Mc- 
Goldrick’s revision of the Daly 
bill, which expands the cap to 400 
units. 

“Seniors make up 27 percent of 
those evicted,” said tenant activist 
Robert Haaland, “but they are 
only 16 percent of the population. 
At least, seniors are protected in 


people are living longer has re¬ 
quired a shift in thinking that neg¬ 
atives remain solely responsible 
for themselves, according to Stop 
AIDS’s Gibson. 

“Both positives and negatives 
are interacting in a way we didn’t 
have to before,” said Gibson. 
“HIV-positive men are living 
healthy lives, which include sex. 
That didn’t used to be an option 
for a lot of guys, but 20 years later 
it affects everything.” 

The recent “prevention for pos¬ 
itives” shift - as seen in efforts like 
last year’s “HIV Stops With Me” ad¬ 
vertisement campaign funded in 
large part by the San Francisco De¬ 
partment of Public Health - ad¬ 
dresses some of these issues. And 
giving some of the prevention 
obligations to positives may help 
with the HIV-negative identity as 
one of all responsibility and no fun. 

For Gibson, all these changes 
mean that the HIV-negative per¬ 
son should occupy center stage in 
the next round of in-your-face ac¬ 
tivism. 

“It’s 2001 and federal money 
still is abstinence-based and cannot 
be used to promote safer sexual ac¬ 
tivity,” said Gibson. “These are the 
things we should be fighting.” ▼ 


Meanwhile, Moscone put off 
making any decision whether to 
unseal the grand jury transcripts. 
An attorney representing several 
media organizations had peti¬ 
tioned the judge to make the tran¬ 
scripts public. Moscone strongly 
hinted that he would be unlikely 
to rule in favor of the media be¬ 
cause it could irreversibly damage 
the couple’s chances of getting an 
unbiased trial. 

“It’s like the bullet leaving the 
chamber of the proverbial gun,” 
Moscone said. 

Noel and Knoller remain in 
custody at San Francisco County 
jail on a combined bail of $3 mil¬ 
lion. The owner of Bad Boys Bail 
Bonds, Jeff Stanley, told the B.A.R. 
this week that he is no longer op¬ 
timistic his company would be 
able to raise bail because the cou¬ 
ple owns no real estate and has lit¬ 
tle assets. 

Tuesday’s hearing was attend¬ 
ed by Whipple’s partner, Sharon 
Smith, who sat with several 
members of the lacrosse team 
from St. Mary’s College in Mora- 
ga where Whipple worked as a 
head coach. T 


both bills.” 

McGoldrick told the hearing 
that with 200 more units specially 
targeted for people at or below 
median income, some people 
would be able to become home- 
owners. “There’s an unacceptable 
level of displacement and evic¬ 
tions - it’s uncivilized,” he said. 

Both proposals were designed 
to halt uncontrolled evictions of 
tenants. 

A number of neighborhood 
groups that say they represent 
both owners and tenants contend 
that regulating TIC conversions to 
condominiums will destroy own¬ 
ership and in fact reduce rental 
availability. They argue that the 
city has no business getting in¬ 
volved. 

The issue has deeply divided 
San Franciscans, mired in a hous¬ 
ing crisis which threatens to oust 
thousands of renters through Ellis 
Act evictions. 

Desperation 

Many who spoke at the hearing 
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Africa expects more from Powell 


by S. Predrag 


U .S. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell raised a few eye¬ 
brows when he commend¬ 
ed South African President Thabo 
Mbeki for being “fully seized with 
the problem [of AIDS], doing 
everything possible.” 

Whether it was coincidence or 
not, around the same time a South 
African daily, the Mail & 
Guardian , published an edited 
version of Professor Malegapuru 
Makgoba’s lecture criticizing the 
South African government for its 
controversial approach to AIDS. 

During his just-ended four-na¬ 
tion tour of Africa (Mali, South 
Africa, Kenya, and Uganda), Pow¬ 
ell listened politely to his hosts 
about the tragic proportions of 
AIDS and promised some U.S. 
aid, though most analysts noted 
that millions of people affected by 
AIDS need more than mere words 
of comfort. 

It seemed that Powell’s state¬ 
ment, after a 45,-minute talk with 
Mbeki, had taken AIDS activists 
by surprise because the South 
African president is still question¬ 
ing the conventional wisdom that 
HIV causes AIDS. 

Makgoba, the president of the 
Medical Research Council of 


South Africa, publicly warned 
that, “Whenever politics takes cen¬ 
ter stage, manipulates science and 
scientific truths for its ends, opts 
for the wrong scientific advice, 
and erodes the independence and 
rigor of the scientific methods in 
any country, the consequences 
have been dire.” 

For over a year, Mbeki has been 
accused by local and internation¬ 
al critics of “flirting” with AIDS 
dissidents - David Rasnick and 
others - who claim that people in 
Africa are not dying of AIDS, but 
due to malnutrition, poor hy¬ 
giene, and a lack of sanitation. 

“The dissidents with their the¬ 
ories will come and go, just as they 
did in the U.S. and Europe. ... 
But, when they are gone,” said 
Makgoba, “we Africans will re¬ 
main, facing the consequences of 
this explosive and unrelenting 
HIV/AIDS epidemic.” 

He said that the current politi¬ 
cal and scientific controversies 
about HIV/AIDS, its causation 
and origins, are undermining all 
the good strategies that have a 
proven record of effectiveness, 
sending mixed signals and mes¬ 
sages to those who have dedicated 
their lives to the eradication Qf the 
epidemic. 

During his stay in South Africa, 
a country with 4.7 million HIV-in- 


Queer Arts 
Festival kicks 
off this weekend 


by Liz Highleyman 


SWfe eginning this weekend and 
\ / continuing throughout the 
I ' ■ month of lune, the Queer 
Cultural Center (QCC) and the 
Harvey Milk Institute will present 
the fourth annual Queer Arts Fes¬ 
tival. Following the tradition of 
past festivals, this year’s series en¬ 
compasses a wide range of exhibi¬ 
tions, performances, and interpre¬ 
tive programs. 

The festival includes over 40 
events, including painting and 
photography exhibits, dance per¬ 
formances, opera, theater, film 
screenings, literary readings, spo¬ 
ken word, and discussions with 
artists. QAF brings together well- 
known names from across the 
U.S., such as Alice Walker and Ter¬ 
rence McNally, along with local fa¬ 
vorites such as jewelle Gomez and 
Lisi deHaas. 

This year’s opening night gala, 
taking place this Friday, june 1, at 
the Women’s Building, features 
celebrated authors Walker, 
Gomez, and Dorothy Allison, who 
will read and discuss their work. 
The show is a benefit for QCC’s 
Lesbian Writer’s Fund. On June 2, 
join Sini Anderson, Marci Black¬ 
man, Lynn Breedlove, Beth Lisick, 
and Michelle Tea for the release 
party for spoken word troupe Sis¬ 
ter Spit’s new CD, Greatest Spits. 
And on Sunday, June 3, opening 
weekend continues with “Inter¬ 
course: A Sex and Gender Spoken 
Word Recipe for Revolution,” fea¬ 
turing Cooper Lee Bombardier, 
Thea Hillman, Max Valaerio, 
James Green, Red Jordan Aro- 
bateau, and many more. 

Other highlights of this year’s 
festival include the world premiere 


of the opera Wuornos, based on the 
life of notorious serial killer Aileen 
Wuornos; comedian Marga 
Gomez’s new show “Higher Highs, 
Lower Lows;” the final Bay Area 
performances of porn-star-turned- 
performance-artist Annie Sprin¬ 
kle’s “Herstory of Porn;” Liquid 
Fire’s fifth anniversary perfor¬ 
mance “Nasty;” and Laurie Toby 
Edison’s exhibition of male nudes 
from her new book Familiar Men. 
QAF 2001 includes far too many 
events to list here - for a complete 
calendar and descriptions, visit 
QCC’s Web site or pick up the 12- 
page QAF program at A Different 
Light Bookstore or at various other 
locations throughout the city. 

QAF is produced in collabora¬ 
tion with several local arts organi¬ 
zations including SomArts, the 
Mission,Cultural Center for Lati¬ 
no Arts, the Asian/Pacific Island 
Cultural Center, and Brava! for 
Women in the Arts. 

The Queer Cultural Center, 
founded in 1993, is a multidisci¬ 
plinary organization that pro¬ 
duces artistic and interpretive pro¬ 
grams. According to QCC Execu¬ 
tive Director Pam Penniston, the 
organization is “committed to ex¬ 
ploring queer identity issues” 
through art. 

Along with the annual Pride Pa¬ 
rade and Frameline’s SF Interna¬ 
tional Lesbian and Gay Film Festi¬ 
val, the Queers Arts Festival con¬ 
tributes to a well-rounded calendar 
of events that makes San Francisco 
the queer place to be in June. T 


For information about Queer 
Arts Festival events, call the 
festival hotline at (415) 552- 
7709 or visit the Web site at 
www.queerculturalcenter.org. 



Secretary of State Colin Powell 


fected people - the largest number 
in the world - Powell admitted 
that, “The statistics are both 
numbing and shocking ... [AIDS] 
is decimating the people who must 
build this Africa of tomorrow.” 

Sub-Saharan Africa is home to 
some 25 million HIV-positive 
people - more than 70 percent of 
the world’s total carriers. 

The 35 worst-affected coun¬ 
tries in Africa are expecting 12.9 
million deaths due to HIV and 
AIDSBetween 2000 and 2005, and 
in South Africa the population is 
expected to decrease by 21 percent 
by the year 2015; lower than it 
would have been in the absence of 
the AIDS epidemic. 

However, during his entire 
tour, Powell avoided making a 
commitment on behalf of the 
United States to support people’s 
desperate calls for cheap, generic 

r 


drugs because, many believe, this 
would mean a direct confronta¬ 
tion with multinational pharma¬ 
ceutical companies. 

Instead, Powell called for a 
mass public awareness campaign 
against AIDS and he reiterated 
that the search for a cure and 
treatment of the disease and its 
symptoms must be intensified. 
Last, but not least, he promised 
further financial and other aid. 

Powell was touched when Pa¬ 
tricia Asero Ochieng, an HIV-pos¬ 
itive AIDS activist with the Kenya 
Coalition for Access to Essential 
Medicines, made “a very special 
appeal to [him] and the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment to give more funds to 
Africa for treatment and to pro¬ 
mote generic competition.” 

Ochieng, 33, who has been liv¬ 
ing with HIV/AIDS for the past 11 
years, told Powell and the other 
guests gathered in Nairobi’s Kib- 
era slum, that antiretroviral drugs 
could have prolonged the lives of 
her husband and infant son who 
died of AIDS. 

AIDS activists in Kenya, where 
up to 500 people die from HIV-re¬ 
lated illnesses every day, asked 
Powell to back a bill that would 
approve legislation to allow the 
import of cheap versions of anti¬ 
retroviral AIDS drugs. The bill is 
scheduled for debate in Kenya’s 
parliament early next month. 

“I am moved by her plea for us 
all, the United States and all na¬ 
tions, to do what we can to get 
treatment costs down to the low¬ 
est possible level... so that we can 
make them more widely available 
to all who need those drugs,” said 


Powell, who stopped short of 
making any firm promises regard¬ 
ing cheap generic drugs. 

Kenyan AIDS activists, who 
claim that U.S. diplomats in 
Nairobi told them not to display a 
banner with the words, “Put lives 
before profit,” insisted that Presi¬ 
dent Bush’s promise of $200 mil¬ 
lion for the Global AIDS Fund "... 
represents merely 2 percent of the 
up to $10 billion that health ex¬ 
perts are estimating will be needed 
a year to control AIDS in Africa.” 

Although one drug company 
giant, GlaxoSmithKline, recently 
promised that its AIDS drugs will 
be soon available to HIV-positive 
patients in Kenya at a price that is 
80 percent less than their standard 
price - $2 a day - local activists say 
that this will be affordable to not 
more than 20,000 people out of 
more than 2 million HIV-infected 
people because more than half of 
the population earns less than $1 
U.S. a day. 

During the last leg of his 
African tour - in Kampala, Ugan¬ 
da - Powell commended the East 
African country for its successful 
AIDS awareness campaign which 
has succeeded in reducing the 
number of HIV-positive people 
from 30 percent to about 10 per¬ 
cent. Uganda was also rewarded 
with $50 million worth of aid to 
continue its battle against AIDS 
during the next five years. 

As far as the rest of AIDS- 
stricken Africa is concerned, their 
only hope rests in Powell’s promise 
that, “I want you to know that the 
U.S. is in this battle with you.... We 
will battle, we will win.” ▼ 
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Why can’t I be you? 

A tale of two crimes 


by Ali Hall 


WP he following is an occasion- 

% al column compiled by the 

H AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
on issues of concern to people liv¬ 
ing with AIDS. 

Dear AIDS Legal Referral Panel: 

I’m HIV-positive and you’ve 
helped me with other problems. 
Now, somehow, someone got hold of 
my Social Security number and 
opened up a bunch of credit card 
accounts in my name. All the ac¬ 
counts went to collections. I had no 
idea this was going on until I ap¬ 
plied for an apartment. Needless to 
say, I didn’t get the apartment. 
What can I do? 

In San Francisco 

Dear ALRP: 

Someone used my driver’s li¬ 
cense number, got in a lot of trou¬ 
ble, and now I can’t get my license 
renewed. It could have been some¬ 
one who was helping out around 
my house when I was really sick 
from my HIV meds, or maybe 
someone got my number hacking 
on the Internet. Now what? 

In San Mateo 

No surprise, identity thieves are 
on the loose. Even the simplest of 
life’s daily transactions (receiving 
an SSI check, buying groceries 
with a personal check, renewing a 
driver’s license, using a credit card, 
registering for an e-mail offer, etc.) 
involves revealing a great deal of 


personal information; obviously, 
you don’t want it falling into un¬ 
scrupulous hands. And, if it does, 
you are usually the last to know, 
well after the damage seems done. 

The problem is big and getting 
bigger. Trans-Union, one of the na¬ 
tion’s major credit reporting agen¬ 
cies, reports that calls to its fraud 
line increased from 
35,000 in 1992 to more 
than a half-million by 
the end of the decade. 

MasterCard reported 
that, in 1997,96 per¬ 
cent of its fraud losses 
of over $400,000,000 
involved identity 
theft. And, in 1999, 
the Social Security 
Administration received about 
40,000 complaints about the mis¬ 
use of Social Security numbers. 

Once they’ve got it, ID thieves, 
who have already used a variety of 
strategies to get your personal in¬ 
formation, use even more creative 
ways to abuse it: using your cur¬ 
rent credit cards and changing the 
mailing address for your state¬ 
ments, opening new credit ac¬ 
counts with your name, birth date 
and Social Security number, 
opening bank accounts in your 
name, taking out auto loans in 
your name, and so on. 

But I didn’t do it! 

In most situations, you are not 
liable for the wreckage caused by 
an ID thief. When credit cards are 
involved, the Fair Credit Billing 



Act limits your liability for fraud 
to no more than a $50 fee and fre¬ 
quently the card issuer is willing 
to waive even that. When it comes 
to ATM and debit cards, your lia¬ 
bility often depends on how 
quickly the fraud is reported. The 
same rule applies to losses from a 
forged check. Banks are often re¬ 
sponsible for forgery 
losses but consumers 
are required to take 
reasonable care of 
their accounts. For 
example, you might 
be held responsible 
for the forgery if 
the bank deter¬ 
mines that you 
failed to notify 
them in a timely manner that your 
check was lost, stolen, or misused. 

Who can it be now? 

Finding the culprit is best left 
up to the proper authorities. If 
you believe you have become the 
victim of identity theft, you will 
want to: 

• Contact the Federal Trade 
Commission. They have a toll-free 
ID theft hotline 1-888-IDTHEFT, 
or you can use the complaint form 
at 

http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft, 
or write to Identity Theft Clear¬ 
inghouse, Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion, Washington, D.C. 20580. You 
can also order a free booklet pub¬ 
lished by the FTC, Identity Theft: 
When Bad Things Happen to Your 
Good Name. 



Are you HIV positive 
and sexually active? 


Participate in a project 
of confidential 1-on-l 
meetings aimed at improving 
your health and well being. 

EARN CASH! 


Must be 18 years or older 


• Call the fraud departments of 
all three credit bureaus and ask 
them to put a “fraud alert” on 
your file; that tells creditors to call 
you before they open any more 
accounts in your name. 

• Contact the creditors in¬ 
volved and have them close all af¬ 
fected accounts immediately. 

• Contact the local police and 
ask to file a report; even if they 
can’t catch the thief, having a po¬ 
lice report can help you later clear 
your credit record and clean 
things up with other agencies, 
such as the DMV; also, the police 
can direct you to other resources 
in the district attorney’s office 
(such as computer fraud units). 

• Contact ALRP for assistance. 
Although ALRP won’t be able to 
catch the thief, you will find many 
valuable resources there to assist 
you in dealing with ID theft. 

I gotta be me 

In the meantime, protect your¬ 
self. 

• Invest in a shredder. Good 
ones are available at little cost, and 
you can enjoying watching it eat 
up stuff that ID thieves would love 
to have. 

• Look into Internet protec¬ 
tions. Use only secure pages when 
purchasing on the World Wide 
Web and, especially if you have 
DSL, get behind a “firewall,” a 
computer program that protects 
your activity from malicious In¬ 
ternet traffic. 

• Avail yourself of privacy pro¬ 
tections, such as those mandated 
by the new federal legislation, re¬ 
quiring credit granters and finan¬ 
cial institutions to send you spe¬ 
cial forms to “opt-out” of their 
sharing information with non-af- 
filiated organizations (you will 
find these “opt-out” forms buried 
in your mailings from banks and 
creditors). 

• Try to avoid giving out your 


Social Security number, date of 
birth, or mother’s maiden name 
to someone over the phone or 
over the Internet when you 
haven’t initiated the transaction. 

• Try never to carry your Social 
Security card in your wallet. 

• Put passwords on credit card 
and bank accounts; again, don’t 
use your birth date or mother’s 
maiden name. 

• Order your credit reports 
once a year from each of the three 
major U.S. credit bureaus; that 
way, you are more likely to catch 
on to any ID theft activity before it 
gets out of hand and not, for ex¬ 
ample, when you’re applying for 
an apartment or a loan. You can 
contact the “Big Three” as follows: 
Equifax, 1-800-685-1111 or 
www.equifax.com; Trans-Union, 
1-800-680-7289 or www.tuc.com; 
and Experian, 1-888-397-3742 or 
www.Experian.com. 

Since 1983, ALRP has provid¬ 
ed free and low-cost legal services 
for people with HIV in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. ALRP pro¬ 
vides direct services and referrals 
to HIV-sensitive panel attorneys. 
ALRP can assist you in a variety of 
matters, including credit and 
bankruptcy, insurance and em¬ 
ployee benefits, wills and powers 
of attorney, landlord/tenant rela¬ 
tions and housing issues, govern¬ 
ment benefits, employment, con¬ 
fidentiality, and establishing child 
guardianship. This column is not 
intended as legal advice for your 
specific situation. T 


Visit us on the World Wide Web 
www.alrp.org. Do you have any 
questions you’d like answered? 
E-mail Ali Hall, ALRP client 
advocate at ali@alrp.org, call 
us at (415) 701-1100 or (510) 
451-5353 or write: 205 13th 
Street, Suite 2170, San 
Francisco, CA 94103-2461. 


More sodomy laws 
on the way out 


by Liz Highleyman 


I n May, sodomy laws in three 
states received a blow, clearing 
the way for freedom of sexual 
expression between consenting 
adults. 

In Arizona, Governor Jane Hull 
signed a bill on May 8 repealing 
that state’s 1901 sodomy law, 
which had banned oral and anal 
sex; the new bill also allows co¬ 
habitation of unmarried partners 
and allows opposite-sex partners 
to claim domestic partner status 
for certain purposes. 

Hull’s actions came as a sur¬ 
prise to many repeal proponents 
after the governor received a bar¬ 
rage of phone calls, e-mails, and 
letters from conservative con¬ 
stituents demanding that she not 
sign the bill. Hull’s office received 
some 6,000 calls and letters op¬ 
posing sodomy law repeal, com¬ 
pared to 3,600 supportive calls 
and letters. 

“At the end of the day, I re¬ 
turned to one of my most basic 
beliefs about government - it does 
not belong in our private lives,” 
declared Hull. “Keeping archaic 
laws on the books does not pro¬ 
mote high moral standards; in¬ 


stead, it teaches the lesson that 
laws are made to be broken.” 

The bill, promoted by openly 
gay Representative Steve May, had 
previously been blocked several 
times by legislators, but passed 
this year after being presented as 
tax-related legislation. 

Not surprisingly, reactions to 
Hull’s signing were mixed. Said 
Susan Wright of the National 
Coalition for Sexual Freedom, “As 
one of the millions of Americans 
who is scared and disturbed by the 
growing crusade of a small mi¬ 
nority who are attempting impose 
their sexual values on the rest of 
us, I am thrilled to see that Gover¬ 
nor Hull for one has the courage 
to stand up to this minority and 
for the basic right of privacy.” 

According to Republican state 
Senator David Peterson, “This 
sends us down the track that says 
there’s no difference between mar¬ 
riage and cohabitation. The track 
can lead to San Francisco, where 
health benefits pay for sex 
changes.” Peterson has threatened 
to bring the new law before the 
voters in a referendum. 

In related news, On May 14 the 
Louisiana House approved legisla¬ 
tion that would do away with that 
page 23 ► 








































OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. We re¬ 
serve the right to edit for style. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. Ail obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. Oeadline for obit¬ 
uaries is Monday at 5 p.m., with 
the exception of special display 
ad obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


Anton Thomas Dunigan 
(aka Reggie) 

December 25,1950 — May 13, 2001 


Anton was 
born in Buffalo, 
New York, to par¬ 
ents: Mr. Charles 
Dunigan and Mrs. 
Evelyn Gertrude 
Washington-Duni- 
gan. He is survived 
by brothers and sis¬ 
ters: Richelle 
Donigan of Oak¬ 
land, and from Los Angeles: Leslie 
Donigan as well as Faune Toni Hill and 
Jon-Jon Conway Applegate. He is also 
survived by his family of friends and 
colleagues from the theatre groups; the 


legendary Cockettes and also The Angels 
of Light. Anton was also a beloved and 
inspiring participant in the fellowships 
of NA and AA. 

Anton moved to San Francisco circa 
1968 and captured the imagination of 
the art world with his stunning sense of 
fashion and theatricality. Amazing pho¬ 
tos of him can be found in the seminal 
book about the Cockettes in NY, called 
Idols, and more recently in the historical 
survey of Queer San Francisco called 
Gay by the Bay. He is a shining diamond 
in his recent interview in the forthcom¬ 
ing documentary film The Cockettes, in 
which he discusses his amazing life, 
mortality and struggle with AIDS. 

A Memorial Celebration/Potluck 
will be held at Dan Nicoletta’s photo 
studio on June 2 from 2pm to 6pm, 320 
Fell St., San Francisco, CA 94102 (be- 



Community worker 
Tom Vindeed dies at 62 


by Cynthia Laird 


T om Vindeed, a longtime 
community leader who 
served on the board of the 
Godfather Service Fund and 
stepped in to save the Gay Softball 
League, died Monday, May 14 at 
Kaiser Hospital in San Francisco. 
He was 62. 

Mr. Vindeed’s lover and life 
companion Frank Rivera was at 
his side. The two met in the Castro 
in 1974 and almost immediately 
embarked upon a dedicated rela¬ 
tionship that was to prove to be an 
inspiration to their many friends. 

Born in Paterson, New Jersey, 
on July 13, 1938, Mr. Vindeed ar¬ 
rived in San Francisco in 1970 and 
spent the first few years accustom¬ 
ing himself to the open and gay- 
friendly atmosphere of his new 
home. His first involvement in the 
gay community was with the 
community softball league as an 
all-star player and manager. He 
was the starting short-center field¬ 
er on the 1974 Twin Peaks team 
that beat the San Francisco Police 
Department 9-4, the first time 
anywhere that an openly gay team 
had accomplished such a' feat. 

“Eventually, Tom stepped in 
and with the help of a few gay 
sporting pioneers, saved the 
floundering Gay Softball League. 
Over the years, he became the bul¬ 
wark upon which the league has 
grown into one of the largest and 
most successful gay sporting asso¬ 
ciations in existence," said long¬ 
time friend and admirer Jack Mc¬ 
Gowan (“Irene”). 

As the years passed, Mr. Vin- 



Tom Vindeed 


deed involved himself in many 
community activities, both politi¬ 
cal and charitable, serving on the 
board of directors of the Godfa¬ 
ther Service Fund, which for many 
years provided assistance to AIDS 
patients throughout the Bay Area. 

“Tom was truly a dedicated 
and tireless worker for our com¬ 
munity,” said Bay Area Reporter 
publisher Bob Ross, a longtime 
friend of Vindeed’s. “There was no 
job or charity he ever turned 
down. He was a fundraiser extra¬ 
ordinaire for causes he believed in. 

“A case in point was the God¬ 
father Service Fund. When he felt 
it had served its purpose, he 
helped to disband it. Then he dis¬ 
tributed over $75,000 to various 
worthy charities in the communi¬ 
ty, including $25,000 to the AIDS 
Emergency Fund,” Ross said. 

Mr. Vindeed and Rivera initi¬ 
ated and promoted the Apex 
Awards,-featuring an annual ban¬ 
quet honoring gay athletes in all 


sports. At one such banquet, one 
of the awardees, Tom Waddell, an¬ 
nounced the scheduling of the 
first Gay Olympics, now called the 
Gay Games. 

Professionally, Mr. Vindeed 
was equally successful. In 1984 he 
joined a small answering service 
and in conjunction with his good 
friends Marylou and Gary 
Whalen, developed the company 
into one of the leading services in 
the western U.S. 

Ross spoke of Mr. Vindeed’s 
“impish sense of humor.” 

“How many people were on 
the receiving end of his myriad 
practical jokes we will never know. 
I, for one, always found his antics 
toward me very funny, although at 
the time I was miffed. But to make 
one laugh at oneself is truly a gift 
from God. We will surely miss this 
giant of a man. He brought joy to 
so many.” 

Ross expressed his condolences 
to Rivera, “My deepest sympathies 
go with you. You have a great void 
in your life now, but as Tom 
would say, life must go on.” 

In addition to Rivera, Mr. Vin¬ 
deed is survived by two nephews 
and a legion of friends, team¬ 
mates, and fellow workers. Friends 
said that he will always be remem¬ 
bered for his loyalty, love, and 
leadership. His fiery temperament 
lit a flame that will burn forever in 
the hearts of those who knew and 
loved him. 

A memorial service has been 
scheduled for next Saturday, June 
9, at 1 p.m. at the Most Holy Re¬ 
deemer Church, 100 Diamond 
Street, off of 18th Street, in San 
Francisco. All are welcome. ▼ 


tween Gough and Octavia streets in 
Hayes Valley; ring the intercom that says 
D. Nicoletta, on the right side of the 
gate). Phone (415) 861-8526. 

Gifts/donations can be made to the 
family to help with the Memorial and 
Burial. Please call the Neptune Society at 
(415) 771-0717, or send checks payable 
to: The Anton Memorial Fund, 1 Lor¬ 
raine Ct., SF, CA 94118. 

Antonio “Tony” Matos 

September 16, 1958 — May 17, 2001 


Tony died 
peacefully at home 
after a long struggle 
with AIDS and was 
found on Thursday 
morning, May 17. 
Tony and his lover 
who preceded him 
in death came to 
San Francisco in the 
late 1980s from 
New York. He worked in various tempo¬ 
rary clerical positions over the years. He 
was a great movie fan and traveled ex¬ 
tensively, but especially liked Australia. 
He loved to walk and cruise the Castro 
and South of Market. He had an infec¬ 
tious smile and disarming frankness 
that will be missed. 

Tony was an active volunteer with 
programs for the homeless, AIDS pa¬ 
tients, and the elderly at St. Francis 
Lutheran Church, Metropolitan Com¬ 
munity Church, and St. Paulus Lutheran 
Church. He attended St. Francis Luther¬ 
an Church regularly where he created a 
family in the absence of his real family. 

Tony had both a birth family and an 


adoptive family, but lost contact with 
them after some family deaths. If any¬ 
one knows any of Tony’s living relatives, 
please contact St. Francis Lutheran 
Church at (415) 621-2635. 

A memorial service will be held at 1 
p.m. on June 3,2001 at St. Francis 
Lutheran Church, 152 Church St. 

Christopher Charles 
Roberts III 


Christopher Charles Roberts III was 
born on July 30,1958, and gave up his 
ghost on May 20,2001. Otherwise 
known as Puddin’ and Bro’, Chris was 
always at heart a gentle spirit and loyal 
friend. 

He battled AIDS for over ten years, 
and lived independently for most of 
those years. 

Chris managed to stretch a whole 
lifetime into those ten years, since retir¬ 
ing from UC Berkeley in the early ’90s. 

Chris survived partners, friends, 
drinking buddies from the White Horse, 
and other co-workers, and still managed 
to always bring freshness to all his en¬ 
counters. 

He managed in all that time to travel 
to Australia, Europe, and the Caribbean, 
and when home, would always be seen 
driving his precious Cadillac with his 
dog Hank as his co-pilot. 

In his last few days, Chris’ close 
friend, Dorianne (from UC Berkeley 
days) stayed with him to the end. 

We are going to miss our little 
buddy who was so full of life and zeal! 

Peace go with you Bro, and know 
that you are being terribly missed! 

Adieu, until we all meet again. 




The Sajn Francisco Columbarium 


• An historic landmark of exceptional design and beauty 

• The only active nondenominational cemetery in the city 

• A prestigious address for eternity 

• Call for pre-need information 

415-752-7892 

One Loraine court • San Francisco, CA 94118 



Sacramento's AIDS fountain lacks funding 


by Dan Aiello 


fountain and reflecting pool 
honoring Sacramentans 
, who’ve died from AIDS was 
scuttled from midtown’s Winn 
Park renovation plans, an apparent 
victim of city funding limitations. 

City Council member Steve 
Cohn (District 1) said that neigh¬ 
borhood funding priorities for a 
“tot lot” in the park as well as 
more attractive garbage cans and 
lighting ate up most of the 
$100,000 set aside by the city for 
capital improvements to mid¬ 
town’s Winn Park'. 

“The consensus by neighbors 
of the park and by the city’s park 
advisory committee was that the 
memorial fountain should be pri¬ 
vately funded,” explained Cohn. 

Cohn, who represents much of 
the midtown area, said that the 
fountain was simply a victim of 


the priorities expressed during 
three committee meetings and 
public hearings on how the limit¬ 
ed funds should be spent. The fact 
that a children’s playground and 
garbage cans were prioritized over 
the fountain was, Cohn believes, 
not based on discrimination, al¬ 
though Cohn didn’t seem to rule 
out that possibility. 

“You can never be sure what 
people’s exact motivation is,” said 
Cohn, “but it seemed that most 
agreed the fountain should be pri¬ 
vately funded” while the tot lot 
was the responsibility of the city’s 
taxpayers. 

The AIDS memorial fountain 
and reflecting pool project may 
also be an opportunity for Sacra¬ 
mento’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender community to honor 
and recognize former Mayor Ann 
Rudin, a former nurse, who 
played a major role in ensuring 
the city responded early on to the 


AIDS crisis. 

Although the fountain and re¬ 
flecting pool won’t be a part of the 
initial renovations, the proposed 
location is included in the master 
plan for Winn Park, with land set 
aside “in case someone wants to 
raise the funds” said Cohn. 

“If someone is interested in 
raising the necessary funds, I’d be 
more than happy to participate in 
that effort,” stated Cohn. The 
council member said that along 
with private donations he may be 
able to procure some additional 
money from city coffers to con¬ 
tribute to the project. 

“Hopefully, there’s some orga¬ 
nization or individual out there 
that would be interested in taking 
on this fuftdraising project,” said 
Cohn. With a little help from 
Sacramento’s LGBT community, 
the city may someday have a per¬ 
manent memorial to those friends 
lost to AIDS. ▼ 
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Eureka! 


by Jim Provenzano 


W hile some Memorial Day 
weekend revelers shiv¬ 
ered over barbecues in 
the usually flippant Bay Area 
weather, or withstood the cool 
breezes at the U.S. Gay Open in 
courts around San Francisco, at 
Eureka Valley Rec Center, things 
were quite warm with the sweat of 
wrestling and martial arts. 

This year’s Golden Gate 
Wrestling tournament was 
the largest in almost 10 
years. Some 25 wrestlers 
from Los Angeles, Seattle, 

San Francisco, and New 
York City participated in 
the three-day event. Cou¬ 
pled with the International As¬ 
sociation of Gay & Les¬ 
bian Martial Arts, who 
saw over 20 partici¬ 
pants compete, spar, 
and perform exhibi¬ 
tion displays, the dual 
event filled the rec center with all 
sorts of shouts, victories, and ap¬ 
plause. 

Many of the participants came 
from across the country or up and 
down the coast to compete and 
make new friends. 

Drew Phillippe, Philadelphia 
Favorite martial arts actor: Jet Li 
A brown belt going for brown 
senior next month, Drew Phillippe 
was happy to be visiting San Fran¬ 
cisco once again, and this time for 
more than tourism. He is a mem¬ 
ber of the Triangle Shotokan of 
Philadelphia, which meets at the 
Martial Arts Lifestyle Center. Last 
weekend-was his first time com¬ 
peting in a gay tournament. 

Phillippe is definitely planning 
on trekking to Gay Games VI in 
Sydney. 

“That’s why I got back into it,” 
he said. “I did some in high 
school, then stopped. I always 
wanted to get back into it. A friend 
went to Amsterdam and said how 
much fun it was. She did 
triathlon, but I mostly do things 
like biking and hiking. I always 
wanted to go to Australia, and this 
will be for something that’s fun, 
for the sport and the cardio, since 
I hate running.” 

Did he have a different experi¬ 
ence working out with a gay club? 

“Yes, you can more relaxed. It’s 
a great way to meet new people. 
It’s about the camaraderie. Our 
school is small but we don’t do 
tournaments yet.” 

Katherine Webster, Philadelphia 
Favorite martial arts movie: 

"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag¬ 
on, beyond a doubt!" 

Katherine Webster has been 
studying since 1987, and is the co¬ 
president of the International As¬ 
sociation of Gay & Lesbian Mar¬ 
tial Artists. “We’re also a director 


organization of the Federation of 
Gay Games.” 

Webster serves as the martial 
arts delegate for federation meet¬ 
ings, supervising input toward 
martial arts inclusion in Gay 
Games’ Sports Committee. She 
also serves on the federation’s 
legal task force. 

She noted that with several 
new martial arts groups in Eu¬ 
rope, the U.S., Canada, and two in 
Australia, they’re growing in 
number as the Gay Games move¬ 
ment spreads. 

“Plans for Syd¬ 
ney are going well,” 
Webster noted. 
“They’ve had good registra¬ 
tion numbers, more than 
they had originally forecast. 
Martial arts already has 
about 50 people regis¬ 
tered, which is really 
good. Our goal is 50 
percent women. Mar¬ 
tial arts, unlike other 
sports, usually has 
about 70 percent participation by 
women. It’s not only unheard of at 
Gay Games, but in the mainstream 
martial arts at large, which is usu¬ 
ally more 5 to 10 percent women. 

“Martial arts are still very tra¬ 
ditional in that they come from 
the traditions of the Asian cul¬ 
tures, where women are still not 
given full equal rights as are men,” 
Webster said. “That philosophy 
sometimes continues outside of 
those cultures. One of the reasons 
our organization formed was that 
for gay men, while martial arts are 
a traditionally male sport, most of 
the men are closeted. Gay Games 
was the first time for many of 
these men who’ve achieved a black 
belt - which requires a minimum 
of four to five years - to meet 
other gay male martial artists. Our 
organization formed as a means of 
networking and support and edu¬ 
cation to bring them together na¬ 
tionally, to let them know about 
opportunities.” 

Despite a recent history of 
women developing self-defense 
skills, Webster mentioned that 
“women have traditionally run into 
a ‘glass ceiling’ in a very large na¬ 
tional scope, so women-only mar¬ 
tial arts organizations have formed 
to have training camps, seminars. 
The women were more in touch 
with what was going on about Gay 
Games, and are more out and 
open, which is kind of the reverse 
of other sports. This is probably 
why we have more women.” 

Last weekend the events in¬ 
cluded fewer women and more 
men, partially due to one of those 
women’s groups, Hand to Hand, 
having a martial arts event in 
Oakland. 

Master Ken Craig, Triangle Tai 
Kwan Do Club, San Francisco 
Favorite martial arts star: Jackie 
Chan, "an amazing acrobat," and 


Jet Li, "He's also very cute." 

Master Ken Craig taught self- 
defense and other aspects of tai 
kwan do through the weekend, 
and was happy with the turnout 
for the events. 

With about 35 members, and 
almost 20 regular weekly atten¬ 
dees, “we’re doing pretty well,” he 
said. “We have about four people 
who are going to compete at Gay 
Games VI, and a few instructors as 
well.” The native of Scotland is 
hoping to get his green card, “oth¬ 
erwise I can’t get out of the coun¬ 
try right now.” 

Triangle’s practice days have 
changed to Wednesday and Friday 
at Eureka Valley Rec. Center. Ad¬ 
ditionally, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays Master Martin Marus, 
an eighth dan trainer, comes in 
from Concord to teach Bay Are- 
ans. “The whole area has opened 
up quite a lot for gay martial 
artists,” he said. 

A dream date for a future mar¬ 
tial arts event would be his home 
town of Glasgow, Scotland. 
Whether a combination of kicks 
and kilts might prove too reveal¬ 
ing has yet to be determined. 

Grapple-rific 

Across the gym, mats were laid 
out and wrestlers stretched and 
chatted about the weekend’s pre¬ 
vious events and social activities 
hosted by the Golden Gate 
Wrestling Club. While many of 
the competitors were novices and 
sanctioned-competition “virgins,” 
they enjoyed the world-class offi¬ 
ciating skills of Alex Ostrovsky, a 
Russian legend and Olympic 
champion who, in addition to ref¬ 
ereeing many local college and 
open tournaments, also officiated 
at the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

Visiting grapplers were wel¬ 
comed from near and far at prac¬ 
tices and dinners throughout the 
weekend. Ref Ostrovsky had to 
chide a few participants for joking 
while sparring on the mat. Others 
took the challenges seriously, and 
a few minor injuries were quickly 
attended to. The main success was 
the number of first-time competi¬ 
tors overcoming beginner’s jitters 
in a supportive environment. 

“The ‘novice’ division will be a 
new added aspect at the Sydney 
2002 Gay Games VI, and promis¬ 
es to be the much-needed impetus 
for encouraging the growth of 
freestyle wrestling,” said Golden 
Gate coach Gene Dermody. 

Rafael Rivera, originally from 


New York City and San Francisco, 
now lives in Seattle, Washington. 
He co-founded a new gay-inclu¬ 
sive wrestling club, the Seattle 
Kings, which is growing in popu¬ 
larity, particularly for their stylish 
T-shirts. 

“We do fundraisers at bars,” 
said Rivera. “We go to other orga¬ 
nizations, like Gay Bingo, which 
supports AIDS organizations. We 
go as a group, get a whole table. 
I’ve called the numbers in my sin¬ 
glet. It Creates awareness for the 
sport, to any event that’s going on. 
We go as a unit, as a team.” 

- T-shirts were sold at the nearby 
Edge bar after the tournament, 
where a few enthusiastic fans 
bought the shirts off their backs, 
literally. 

Justo Leon, originally from 
Puerto Rico, now lives in Los An¬ 
geles, and traveled upland with 
four other Angelinos, reviving 
that club with newfound energy 
and talent. 

“Coming to visit has been 
great,” said the lightweight gold 
medalist. “It’s just awesome.” Leon 
brings considerable high school 
skill to his division. 

“The first year I was the worst 
wrestler, and the next year I was 
the team captain,” he said. “I rep¬ 
resented Los Angeles city, and I 
went to state at 103 pounds.” Now 
at 120, and a freelance photogra¬ 
pher, he mentioned the difficulty 
of finding men his size to practice 
with. Most adult wrestlers are in 
the 150-170 weight range. 

“It’s very hard, especially in 
open tournaments, where I don’t 
have to fight anybody. They just 
give me the medal.” Just as easily, 
Leon had no trouble winning 
local fans with his bright yellow 
singlet and brighter smile. 

Antonio Quirante (L.A.) and 
David Dodson (S.F.) sparred in 
what was one of the more exciting 
matches. “The 22-11 score at the 
end of the second period was a 
very physical back and forth that 
could have had either pinning the 
other at any moment. It was just 
wild,” said Golden Gate’s Der¬ 
mody. “Antonio’s experience and 
technique won out in the end with 
a series of 2- and 3-point expo¬ 
sures before the fall.” 

Golden Gate’s Johnny Almony 
(team captain) won a decision vic¬ 
tory over veteran New Yorker Ed 
Lindsay. Both faced a very tough 
match that had everyone on their 
feet. Lindsay, who had previously 
defeated the spritely Quirante with 


his vice-grip technique, was best¬ 
ed by Almony’s tenacious strength. 

Philip Whaley of Seattle ap¬ 
plied his years of folkstyle exper¬ 
tise with a lot of great floor work. 
Other outstanding efforts in the 
170 weight range included Cy 
Durney and Anthony Gordon of 
Los Angeles, whose wrestling style 
matched his stylish tattoos. 

Excellent food and irreverent 
awards were served, along with 
medals, at Dermody’s home. As to 
the unnamed wrestler who com¬ 
peted in the Powerhouse Wet Jock 
Strap contest later that night at a 
benefit for Mikes on Bikes, despite 
most audience members’ support, 
he won a close runner-up. The 
election was fairly Floridian. 

Team beam 

Looking for another sport to 
enjoy, support or assist? Attend 
the Team San Francisco general 
membership meeting this Satur¬ 
day, June 2, at the Eureka Valley 
Rec Center at 100 Collingwood. 
The meeting begins at 3 p.m. 

The agenda includes Pride Pa¬ 
rade participation, travel and 
housing packages for Sydney, 
2002, fundraising and other com¬ 
mittee reports. The travel and 
housing portion is particularly in¬ 
teresting and urgent. Most athletes 
attending the late October/early 
November games in Sydney will 
be traveling through California. 
Anyone who’s been to San Fran¬ 
cisco International Airport re¬ 
cently knows the perils of that 
route. Don’t forget to pack a book 
in your carry-on luggage, a very, 
very long book. 

“Since there are a limited num¬ 
ber of flights each day, it is imper¬ 
ative that We book as early as pos¬ 
sible,” said Team SF’s Anne Lud¬ 
wig. “If participants wait too long, 
they may find it difficult to arrive 
in Sydney in time for the Opening 
Ceremonies.” 

Qantas and American Airlines 
are the official sponsoring airline 
of Gay Games. To find out more 
about sponsors, travel packages, 
registration and other news and 
events, visit http://www.teamsf. 
org, http://www.gaygames.com/ 
en/, or http://www.sydney2002. 
org.au/ T 


Promote your next sports event 
by e-mailing JimProv@excite. 
com, and visit http:// 
sportscomplex.org, for a sassy 
perspective on athletics. 
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Our Family 

◄ page 4 
house. 

The interviews, along with 
court records and personal jour¬ 
nals, form the basis for the play. 
Our Family called the production 
a “stunning, profoundly moving 
picture of a community facing a 
nearly incomprehensible event 
and its aftermath.” 

The Laramie Project made Time 
magazine’s Ten Best of 2000 The¬ 
ater list. Time called the produc¬ 
tion “a pioneering work of theatri¬ 
cal reportage and a powerful stage 
event.” The piece premiered in 
Denver and opened off-Broadway 
last May. In November 2000, the 


Housing bill 

◄ page 18 

said they felt desperate after re¬ 
ceiving eviction notices. 

One single mother with two 
sons said her landlord was evict¬ 
ing people in seven of his 25 
buildings. “I went to all the pub¬ 
lic housing offices in Bay Area 
cities,” she said. “I was told there 
was a four- to five-year wait. I 
have no place to go ... what’s 
going to happen to me and the 
other people” who have been 
evicted? 

Racquel Fox stood by and 
spoke for an elderly Japanese- 
American woman who faced a dif¬ 
ferent sort of housing crisis many 
years ago: she was interned in 
American concentration camps 
during World War II. A year ago 
she received an Ellis Act eviction 
notice. 

“She’s feeling too shy to speak 
in public,” said Fox. “She’s been 
part of this community and now 
some people want to exploit the 
housing market.” 

The San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce issued a statement say¬ 
ing its poll had found that 57 per¬ 
cent of San Franciscans see laws 
permitting TICs as a good thing. 
“Neither of the proposed ordi¬ 
nances being heard... advance the 
interests of working San Francis¬ 
cans to become homeowners,” 
said the chamber’s public policy 
director, Jaime Rossi, in a state- 


company returned to Laramie to 
perform the play for an audience 
that included many of the people 
portrayed on stage. The play is 
being made into a film by HBO. 

Kaufman’s play Gross Indecen¬ 
cy: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde, 
has been produced in more than 
50 cities in the U.S. and abroad. It 
has received numerous awards. 
Kaufman has also directed Tec¬ 
tonic in Women in Beckett, In the 
Winter of Cities, The Nest, and 
Marlowe's Eye. ▼ 


For more information about Our 
Family, call (510) 540-7774, e- 
mail info@ourfamily.org, or 
visit the Web site, 
www.ourfamily.org. 


ment. 

As the Reverend Andrew Fong 
started to speak, a group of Can¬ 
tonese-speaking seniors stood 
silently. Fong, backing the tenants’ 
stand, told the supervisors: “From 
a church point of view, perhaps a 
minister is not supposed to talk 
about pocketbook issues, but... I 
guess you could say I left my heart 
in San Francisco, but there was no 
more housing.” 

Karen Cromey offered a differ¬ 
ent view. “This is a hell of a way to 
protect homes,” she told the com¬ 
mittee. “How far we have strayed. 
... You supervisors have amazing 
feelings of entitlement over our 
property. You should be 
ashamed.” 

Where, she asked, is the effort 
to build more public housing? 

Lesbian renter Cynthia Arnold 
of the neighborhood group Ten¬ 
ants for Homeownership told the 
B.A.R., “Thousands of lesbians 
and gay men have bought TICs, 
and they remain one of the most 
affordable forms of home owner¬ 
ship available. In a city of 776,000, 
to cap the number of conversions 
at 400 is a joke.” 

But a gay couple, Bob Hughes 
and Rob Rothfarb, said the build¬ 
ing they lived in was for sale and 
“every week people are going 
through our place” looking to buy 
their unit. 

“Our great and tolerant city is 
in danger of valuing buildings 
over people,” Hughes told the 
chamber. ▼ 


Sodomy laws 

M page 20 

state’s “crimes against nature” law 
banning oral and anal sex between 
consenting adults. The new bill 
would add a sentence that reads, 
“sexual acts committed by and be¬ 
tween consenting adults in private 
shall not be deemed as a crime 
against nature.” 

Earlier this year a judge in New 
Orleans barred enforcement of 
the sodomy law because it violates 
the constitutional right to privacy. 
The state appealed this ruling to 
the Louisiana Supreme Court, 
which upheld the law once before. 
In addition, the Louisiana Elec¬ 
torate of Gay and Lesbians 
brought a suit against the law be¬ 
cause it discriminates against gay 
men and lesbians. Although the 
law bans sodomy between part¬ 
ners of any gender, LEGAL attor¬ 
ney John Rawls claimed that gays 
and lesbians are more affected be¬ 
cause the law “denies [same-sex 
partners] the right to have sex 
under any circumstances.” 

Finally, on May 18, a Minneso¬ 
ta state court judge struck down a 
state sodomy law prohibiting oral 
and anal sex between partners of 
any gender. Judge Delila Pierce 
ruled against the law, saying it was 
“unconstitutional, as applied to 
private, consensual, non-commer¬ 


cial acts of sodomy by consenting 
adults, because it violates the right 
of privacy guaranteed by the Min¬ 
nesota Constitution.” 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union filed suit against the law on 
behalf of a group of citizens who 
believe they are unfairly targeted by 
the law, including a married quad¬ 
riplegic man who can only engage 
in sexual activities banned under 
the sodomy law, a married elemen¬ 
tary school teacher concerned be¬ 
cause teachers can lose their cre¬ 
dentials if they violate state law, a 
lesbian attorney and a gay law stu¬ 
dent who argued that they face 
eviction because their leases pro¬ 
hibit illegal activity, and a divorced 
gay man concerned about losing 
custody of his children. 

According to ACLU Lesbian 
and Gay Rights Project director 
Matt Coles, “This is a tremendous 
victory because of what sodomy 
laws do, but also because of what 
they say. Sodomy laws, because 
they are understood to primarily 
apply to lesbians and gay men, 
marginalize gay people and their 
pursuit of equal citizenship.” 

ACLU representatives are con¬ 
cerned that Governor Jesse Ventu¬ 
ra’s administration may attempt 
to argue that the legal decision ap¬ 
plies only to the current plaintiffs, 
and are urging that the ruling be 
certified as a class action case that 
applies to all Minnesotans. ▼ 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE N0.248648 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: The Sandwich Shop. 63519th Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Chong S. 
Chin. The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on, June 4, 01. The 
statement was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca on 05/04/01. 

MAY 10, 17, 24, 31, 2001 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: 0237859-00 

The following person (persons) have 
abandoned the use of the fictitious business 
name known as: The Sandwich Shop. 
Located at: 635- 19th Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. The fictitious name 
referred to above was filed in the County of 
San Francisco on: 1/24/2000. 

This business was conducted by: a 
individual: Yun S. Lee. 

MAY 10, 17, 24, 31, 2000 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
LICENSE 

To Whom It May Concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is: Berkey Stephen Charles. The 
applicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverages Control 
at 185 Berry Street, suite #5600 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 1081 Post Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. Type of license 
Applied for: 

48-0N SALE GENERAL PUBLIC 

PREMISES 

MAY 10, 2001 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE N0.320274 

In the Matter of the Application of Brian 
Cash Geer, For change of Name. The 
application of Brian Cash Geer for change 
of name, having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that Brian 
Cash Geer has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be changed to 
Brian Cash. Now therefore, it is hereby 
ordered and directed, that all persons 
interested in said matter do appear before 
this Court in Department 218 on the 7th 
day of June at 9:00am., of said day to 
show cause why the application for change 
of name should not be granted. 

MAY 10, 17, 24, 31, 2001 


STATEMENT FILE N0.248806 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Jalaram Investment Inc. 2060 Mission Street, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by a corporation signed Amit 
Motawala, President. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on, 
May 10, 2001. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 
05/11/01. 

MAY 17, 24, 31, JUNE 7, 2001 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE N0.321162 

In the Matter of the Application of Diane 
Kang For change of Name. The application 
of Diane Kang for change of name, having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said application that Diane Kang has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Rhee Jun Kang. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 12h day of July at 9:00am., of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 17, 24, 31, JUNE 7, 2001 


STATEMENT FILE N0.248962 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Paytess Moving And Hauling. 3068 Cesar 
Chavez Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed Onkar Gusain. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on, 
May 16, 2001. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
05/16/01. 

MAY 24, 31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 

STATEMENT FILE N0.248918 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: One Production, Girl Party, Babe, Leather 
~N~ Lace. 1191/2 Park Street, San Francisco, 
Ca. 94110. This business is conducted by an 
individual signed Susan A. McKenna. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business name 
or names on, May 01, 2001. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca on 05/17/01. 

MAY 24,31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE NO.321029 

In the Matter of the Application of Gregory 
James Sekeres, For change of Name. The 
application of Gregory James Sekeres for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Gregory James Sekeres has filed an 
application proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Gregory James Szekeres. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 9th day of July at 9:00am., of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 10,17, 24, 31, 2001 


STATEMENT FILE N0.249020 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Plan It SF. 108 Lower Terrace, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Thomas 
Jay Bercu. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on, May 22, 
01. The statement was filed with theCityand 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 05/22/01. 

MAY 31, JUNE 7, 14, 21, 2001 

STATEMENT FILE N0.248941 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Intelliactive Research. 10 Lupine Avenue #13, 
San Francisco, Ca 94118. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed 
Lawrence Manuel. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on, 
October 1,1999. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca 
on 05/18/01. 

MAY 24, 31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: 240886 

The following person (persons) have 
abandoned the use of the fictitious business 
name known as: Virtual Assistance 
Network. Located at: 242 Cayuga Avenue, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94112. The fictitious 
name referred to above was filed in the 
County of San Francisco on: May 19, 

2000. 

This business was conducted by: a General 
Partnership signed: Lloyd D. Haddad 

MAY 24, 31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE N0.321310 

In the Matter of the Application of Nadine 
M. Arroyo (mother) for Mikaela Earline 
Copeland for change of Name. The 
application of Nadine M. Arroyo (mother) 
for Mikaela Earline Copeland for change 
of name, having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that 
Nadine M. Arroyo (mother) for Mikaela 
Earline Copeland has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be changed to 
Mikaela Earline Arroyo. Now therfore, it is 
hereby ordered and directed, that all 
persons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Department 218 on the 
16th day of July at 9:00am., of said day to 
show cause why the application for change 
of name should not be granted. 

MAY 24, 31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE N0.321313 

In the Matter of the Application of George 
Michael Reyes, Jr. for change of Name. 

The application of George Michael Reyes, 
Jr. for change of name, having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that George Michael Reyes, Jr. 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Blythe Bastien 
Kahili. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 16th day of July at 
9:00am., of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

MAY 24, 31, JUNE 7, 14, 2001 


STATEMENT FILE N0.248804 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: AG Group. 444 Clementina Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by a corporation signed Alex 
Gong, president. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names 
on. May 11, 01. The statement was filed 
with theCityand CountyofSan Francisco, Ca on 
05/11/01. 

MAY 31, JUNE 7, 14, 21,2001 


Request for Proposals 
# 17-2001 

The San Francisco Department of Public Health, AIDS 
Office, HIV Prevention Section is seeking proposals from 
various agencies for the delivery of HIV prevention services 
to residents of San Francisco and providers of prevention 
services in San Francisco. Services solicited are counseling, 
testing, referral and partner counseling and referral, 
individal risk reduction counseling, prevention case 
management, venue based individual and group outreach, 
single session groups, multiple session workshops, needle 
exchange, HIV/AIDS hotline, condom distribution, social 
marketing, training, and prevention for positives 
demonstration project. Up to $12,000,000 is available for 
contracts/memorandums of understanding. This amount is 
available for a 12-month period. For further information 
about eligibility criteria, minimum qualifications, and service 
specifications, please see www.dph.sf.ca.us/contracts and 
click on RFP 17-01 or pick-up a copy of theRFP package from 
the AIDS Office, 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 500, San Francisco, 
CA 94102 or call 554-9331. 


bidders Conference Date: Thursday, June 7, 2001 
Time: 9:00 am 

Place: 33 Gough Street, San Francisco, CA 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE N0.320978 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Kimberly M. Lane/ Marcus Hicks for 
KeAndre Isaiah Shaheem Lane for change 
of Name. The application of Kimberly M. 
Lane/ Marcus Hicks for KeAndre Isaiah 
Shaheem Lane for change of name, having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said application that Kimberly M. lane/ 
Marcus Hicks for KeAndre Isaiah Shaheem 
Lane has filed an application proposing 
that his/her name be changed to KeAndre 
Isaiah Shaheem Hicks. Now therfore, it is 
hereby ordered and directed, that all 
persons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Department 218 on the 
25th day of June at 9:00am., of said day to 
show cause why the application for change 
of name should not be granted. 

MAY 24,31, JUNE 7, 14,2001 



STATEMENT FILE N0.248927 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Image In The Mind. Odd Objects. 317 Harriet 
Street #4, San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed Andrea D. Elling. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transart business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on, 
May 18, 2001. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 
05/18/01. 

MAY 31, JUNE 7,14, 21,2001 


REAL ESTATE 


The Only Gay Owned Agency 
on the Russian River. 


Prudential 

California Realty 

West County 

prudentialsonoma@aoi.com 



FORESTVILLE 

Affordable get away or full time. 2 bedroom, bonus room, 
great decks, sunny, views - enjoy! $239,950 

DESIGNER TOUCHES 

Beautifully appointed home at the foot of tailored gardens. 
Stone koi pond, hot tub, decks, 2 bedroom, perfect space 
flow for entertaining, private lush setting $378,900 

TODAY’S SPECIAL 

Upgraded and delightfully well maintained 2 bedroom 
home, spacious kitchen, wonderful lawn and great deck, 
lots of parking, convenient location $199,000 

Don’t forget - www.prudentialwestcountv.com. 
check out this week’s hot properties! 


( 707 ) 869-9011 ( 800 ) 974-9013 

Russian River 

16315 Main Street. Guerneville 


BUY AND SELL WITH COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 

Duane Ross, gri 

Realtor-Associate 

(Si Prudential 

California Realty 

Serving you in Central Contra Costa County (Orinda, 
Lafayette, Moraga, Walnut Creek, Alamo, Danville, San 
Ramon, Dublin, Pleasant Hill, Concord and Martinez) also 
Piedmont and the Montclair District of Oakland 

Office: 925-283-7000 • Fax: 925-283-7022 
Direct/VM Pager: 925-264-4215 
TOLL FREE: 1-888-995-5599 
Email: Duane2BuyorSell@aol.com 






Tim Sweeney Meg Miller McCarthy 
(925)640-1949 & (510)813-2902 
rtsweeney@aol.com megsells@aol.com 


• Proudly serving our community. 

• Over 30 years 
combined Real 
Estate experience. 

• Can't find a home in the city or on 
the Peninsula? Just call us! 

• Realtors -- We love referrals! 




id California brokers 


and Meg, too! We sell Contra Costa & Alameda Counties 



REAL ESTATE 


RENTALS 



REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at: ( 760 ) 323-8913 

Email: AlanEmeryRealtor#aol.com 
www.AIanEmeiy.com 


WAM. 



Tired of outrageous city prices? 
Call your East Bay connection! 


925 . 735-1333 

Serving Contra Costa & Alameda Counties 
email: grose@pacunion.com 


Gil Rose 


PACIFIC UNION 


San Francisco Bay Area Real Estate: 
Tired of outrageous City prices? Call 
your East Bay Connection. Contra 
Costa & Alameda Counties. From 
condos to castles, give me a call. Gil 
Rose, Pacific Union Real Estate Ltd. 
(925) 735-1333, 

email:grose@pacunion.com web site: 
www.gilrose.com 

£26-01 

PALM SPRINGS. THE 
FRIENDLY GAY PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. Email: 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. Web 
Page: AlanEmery.com 


LOOKING FOR A PLACE IN 
THE COUNTRY? 

Peaceful getaway from the city. Have 
one to sell? 415-824-5507 


CRAFTMAN BUNGALOW 

West Petaluma Heritage Home 
gourmet kitchen formal living 
and dining room elegant garden 
mullioned windows and doors. 

Call Kathy Jenson 707 775 2242 
$599,000. 

'§23 

Warmer Weather, easy Bart access, 
European charm, come see affordable 
San Leandro... call Robert Jones and 
Assoc. 510-357-0120.. 34 years 
selling San Leandro. 


mu 

LA BOY 4 GUEST HOUSE 

I am looking for quiet separate 
quarters. Willing to pay up to 
$1200. Clean, stable (310) 
901*7577 


Able Disabled Prof man seeks 2 share 
rent or buy housing in or near SF. 
415-242-9996 


Senior GWM seeking apt/ studio 
own bath can pay $500+ utils 
415-564-8159 Ray 



[0WHISLER REALTORS 

Sxmat) 'tfimim Cir S lishiin If it Islilt firm 

Homes, Commercial, G Apartment Sales. 
Serving The Communities of Sacramento, El Dorado 
Hills, Folsom, Fair Oaks, Roseville, Elk Grove, Davis, 
Vacaville, Fairfield, Vallejo & Benicia Since 1975 

Call for an agent today at 916-446-6666 
www.whbler.com/ffly.htm 


ROOMMATES 


Room/condo/S F, 5 yrs old, 3 bed, 
2 ba. plush carpet Full kitchen, 
washer/dryer, secure property 
(private road, house alarm), view 
Candlestick Park/Bay, quiet 
household, must see to 
appreciate, over 25, N/S, N/D, 
Maximum three males, one 
bedroom left, no pets. $725/utl 
incl. First/Last Dep. Available 
now. (415)850-8194, 

Pgr: 415 204-2555 


So Bay-Share twnhse in Mt View 
Ig bed/bath, quiet, all amenities 
pool, gar, NS/ND/ Npets $625mo/ 

1st,last & $150 dep 650 967 5835 £23 

Redwood City 3 Bdr house w/yard 
near 280. $450 mo+(650) 367-75£8 

$500- Concord 1 bedroom available 
June 1st, 12'xl2', furn or unfurn in 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, gay male household. 
Share bath, pool, kitchen, common 
areas. Ample parking, no drugs, no 
smoking, no pets, no storage, quiet, 
responsible. 1/4 of PG&E+$100 non 
refundable cleaning deposit. 1st, last. 
Call Jim after 6pm 925/691-3977. E22 

SHARE 2BDRM IN ALAMEDA 
Lg. Lux, 1 blk to bch 
$725,1/2 Util. Avail now. 

Call 510-387-3800 


Nob Hill $850 

(Leavenworth@Jackson) Lg room in 
5br/3ba 415-558-8588 


ROOM 4 RENT SAN JOSE 

Valley Fair $600 incl Util 1st 
last+dep wash/dry smoke pref 
no drug quiet area 408-244-6640 


San Leandro 

Share 2-bdrm, 11/2-ba. Condo 
w/d, pool, gym, hot tub, great 
location, 1-block Bart, $450 
+ 1/2 util. (510) 895-9609 

Hayward 2 bdrm. $800 
Top floor, pvt. bath, pool, 
security, near freeways/Bart. 
Share w/GWM 36. Avail. 7/1 
510-582-2026 


$2,800 Bernal Heights bi-level 
4bed 2bath 1 car gar view deck 
garden warm belt 415 333-5369 E22 

3BR Apt in Vallejo, Lg yard, pets OK 
$950/mo.Gardener. 415-577-5606 E22 

BELLEVUE TOWERS 

Adams Pt Oak offers 2BR, 2 full bath 
Lux Apt new W/W, drapes, mini bids 
has balcony, full working fireplace. 
Has new thermal double pane 
windows. Pk avail. Top floor corner 
unit. Pets welcome. Only $1975. Call 
510-465-1051 for apptmt. E22 

RUSSIAN RIVER 
DOWNTOWN 

Guerneville commercial. Historic 
mortuary remodeled. No Flood. 1750 
Sq Ft could be residential 1900 mo. 
707-869-9507 E23 


PALM SPRINGS 

POOL/SPA HOMES 

Located in nearby Cathedral City 
Panoramic Mountain Views. 
Completely Privacy. 

2 brank new homes 
4bed/den/2bath $ 1695/mo 
Small Pets ok 
Call (760) 567-7327 



This is a FANTASTIC 

FRANCHISE 

OPPORTUNITY! 



For additional 
information on 
how you can 
obtain a 
San Francisco 
or Bay Area 


(888) 83-4-MARY 


visit our website at: 
www.HamburgerMarys.net 


"EAT...DRINK...and be...MARY™ ” 


Palm Springs | 


Business for Sale 


Luxury goods men’s retail store on 
Arenas Road. The "little Castro” of the 
desert. Block is fully rented and vital. 

1000 sq.ft/price = $260K. Price 
includes all fixtures. Security and 
alarmed. $100K of merchandise 
(retail). 20 built ads fully owned for 
advertising and marketing. Mailing list 
of 400. 75% sales increase in 2000. 
Great opportunity for growth. Cash 
deal only. Please call 800-390-0031 


GIFT STORE-UPPER MKT. 

Unique gift store in Castro 
area. Heavily trafficed block 
with good visibility. Long term 
lease at below mkt rent. Great 
opportunity to continue an 
established business. Call Tom 
California Business Associates 
(415) 431-5432 
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FOR SALE_ 

‘89 ISUZU TROOPER SALE Household items June 1st @ 

4x4 V6. Exceptional condition, 136K 2PM - 790 Church Street, SF 
miles, new brakes and clutch, 

$3,900. A super Trooper! Call Mark 
or Damain in San Francisco, 

415.934.1867. 



VACATION RFNTAI 9 



CABANA AT WAIKIKI 


SUITES AS LOW AS $99! 


• 15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom 
Suites with Entertainment Center 

• Ideal Location near Queen's Surf 

(the Gay beach). Hula's and 

74 Hnnrc Fitnocc 


1-877-902-2121 

www.cabana-waikiki.com In HI 1808) 926-5555 or fax (808) 926-5566 



HAWAII 

Rejuvenate yourself! 

Treat yourself to luxury at Kauai’s only 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED RESORT, MAHINA KAI OCEAN VlLLA 


kjL A A A Jl 11 A J 


For reservations call 808.822,9451 
or view us at www.mahinakai.com 



R E r I S I T E D 

Relaxed country luxury in 
Cazadero, near the Russian River, 
come relax and heal yourself in 
our wood burning hot tub, 
overlooking a spring-fed creek, 
with waterfalls, pools and giant 
rocks. Check out pictures on our 
website: www.riverhomes.com 
call for reservations: 

CA 1-800-310-0804 
Nationwide 1-800-997-3312 



Gay owned / operated private cabin 
Cozy 6 romantic w/ hot tub 


Close to casinos / Adults only 

www.tahoebungalow.com 
Toll-free (888) 321-5984 


GAY MENS RETREAT 

You are invited to a weekend of 
quiet relaxation at the mountain 
resort of Wildwood located near 
Guerneville. Amentities include a 
sauna, jacuzzi, heated pool & much 
more. July 13,14,15. Meals included, 
Room & tent houses. $195, per 
person 4 more info call: Marc 510- 
836-4165 


f¥e/ri' &a//sy 



Tftoma/tc& cr/r/u/st 
rcc/(oooc/.if 

• natural waterfall 

• creek / gardens 

• private cabins 

• Fireplace 

• Pets 

• spa / nudity 
(707) 632-6108 

^.FernFalls.com 


RUSSIAN RIVER CABIN 

1 mile W of Guerneville 

$ 150/weekend Mark 510-528-3439^ 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

_EIB 

Small B&B located in Wine Country. 
Reasonable rates. 

See www.sr.hideaway.com for 
description of location. Roger 707- 
525-1771 

E24 

GUERNEVILLE 

2 Bed 2BA Fireplace Deck Spa 
Sleeps 8. (415) 860-1033 

TIM & TONY’S 

Russian River Ridge Top Cottage 

21 Private View Acres 

Pool, Sauna, Hot Tub 707 887-9531 


TRAVEL 


Joinus Travel 

(415)391-1137 CS12020645-60 

MAY 2001 DEP 



Tokyo.1Y(open) $599 Bangkok. 

...6M 

$629 

Bombay..3M(open)$1,189 Jakarta. 

...6M 

$759 

Sin&ipore...3M(open) $699 Bali. 

6M 

$999 

Dnmxlic Low Fares No 



We Also Cary Japan Rail Pax** 





JOBS OFFEREQ 



Caregivers wanted for elderly care 
$8-$10 an hour. Live in and hourly 
available. Car is a plus. Call David at 
415-273-1497. CNA's&HHA's 


San Francisco Fetish Factory needs 
hot, young (18-35) kinky in-shape 
goodlooking, hung guys for amateur 
video. Call 415-674-5925 


ASST MGR-MARIN 
TRANSIT CO C OR B 
LIC BASIC COMPUTER 
WILL TRAIN PART 
TIME START $12 
PER HOUR 
415-924-7344 X13 


Casting 

“CURIOUSLY STRONG” 

Male models to ride on the Altoids 
float during the Gay Pride Parade 
June 24. Casting call: June 1, 2001. 
Warwick Regis Hotel. 490 Geary 
Street. Casting hours are 1:30pm to 
6pm in the Act 1 meeting room. 
Please bring shorts or swimsuit. 
Paying $250.00 ^ 

WANTED: HOT MEN! 

Fulfill your porn fantasy! Treasure 
Island Media is looking for 
uninhibited, nasty tops & bottoms for 
upcoming video. All in-shape types 
needed- muscular & hung A+ + . Good 
pay. Great sex. Call 437-6696. Check 
out our free website: 
www.treasureislandmedia.com 




City and County of San Francisco 
Employment Opportunity - Provisional 

Contract Compliance Officers I and II for Labor Standards 
and Minimum Compensation 

City seeks individuals with experience in Contract 
Compliance, Contract Bidding and Administration, 
Construction Contracts Administration, Prevailing Wage, 
Craft jurisdiction determinations, apprenticeship, etc. 

See Class 2992 and 2978 announcements at 44 Gough 
Street or Room 430, City Hall. Must submit application by 
May 25, 2001 


Fart or Full Time 

We are looking for the best people to help put on the 
best parties in town. Front desk & coat check. Good 
communication skills, enthusiasm & the abiltity to work 
well within a team required. Pick up an application or 
drop off your resume after 10pm on I hurs-Sat, or after 
8pm on Sun.. Health benefits available. Fun! 

933 Harrison St. near 5th 


BLOW 

BUDDIES 



VOLUNTEER 

The San Francisco Court Appointed 
Special Advocate Program 
(SFCASA) seeks community 
volunteers to advocate for abused and 
neglected children. Represent a 
child's best interest in Juvenile 
Dependency Court while developing a 
supportive mentoring relationship. 
Men and People of Color are 
epecially needed. Call now for 
information about our June 5, 2001 
training. (415) 398-8001, ext 104 




EPORTER 


To be competitive today an advertiser 
needs to target his market, advertisers in 
the 0ayArea/?eporter know exactly the 
audience they are reaching. They get facts, 
not guesstimates or promises. The reason- 
we're audited by Verified, a national 
auditing service respected for over 40 
years in the publishing industry. Verified's 
field and internal audits give our 
advertisers the facts they need and help us 
keep our distribution in top shape. 


We are just as committed to giving our 
advertisers honest and precise circulation 
data as we are to providing our readers 
with interesting and valuable information. 
Credibility and integrity are an integral 
part of our business plan. 

No question about it. 


^VERIFIED 
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UPKEEP 


u 


Brookline Electric Co. 

Reliable & Responsible 



FULL ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• POWER RESTORATION A SPECIALTY 24/7 

• TROUBLE CALLS WELCOME WEEKENDS TOO 

• EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICIANS 

• INSURED, PL&PD, NO CLAIMS IN 19 YEARS 

• SAVE MONEY ON TOP-OF-THE-UNE WORK 

• OLD HOUSE & VICTORIAN UPGRADES 
I am a Master Electrician; I know City Electrical Codes, Electronics, 
Computer networks and old knob & tube wiring, Good Service Guide 
approved 8 yrs. We support the Community Book . Bay Area 
Reporter & Lavender Pgs. Member NECA for lOyears. email 
BrooklineAries@vahoo.com For a list of services, references and 
specialties, go to our web page at http://home.pacbell.net.japeters/ 
121 Santa Rosa Ave. 94112-1929 

BROOKLINE ARIES ELECTRIC CO. 


< 415 ) 239-5393 


32 YEARS DEPENDABLE SERVICE • S.F. RESIDENT 
When time is of the essence, give us a call. Serving 17th Street & all of S.F. 


Lynn Odvody 
Lie. 653284 


Cal-Bay Builders 

NEW CONSTRUCTION & COMPLETE RENOVATION 


(415) 577-6969 


BAY ELECTRIC 


Commercial • Residential 

PH (415) 563-56451 

_ L Free Estimates! A- 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels 
New Breaker Panels • Telephone 
Doorbell • Troubleshooting 



(> CONTRUCTION (> 

- Kitchen & Bath Specialists - 
- Foundation Bolting, Capping & Raises - 
* General Carpentry - 
- Lie.# 708239 - 

Phone 863-9167 


CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

(415) 621-1379 

Wren 



JDM PAINTING 

“For A Job Done Right” 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

415-307-4351 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


Quality Carpentry 

Decks, Stairs, Kitchen & Bath Remodel 
Concrete & Fencing Works 
Painting & Tile 

Free Estimate: 415-759-1315 
pgr 415-978-6510 


SHEILA S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


CAS HARDWOOD CO. 

Hardwood Floors Beautifully 
Sanded, Stained, Finished 
Quality Work • Free Estimate 

863-9167 

(Lie #708239) 


PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

> PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK « 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


CAS PAINTING CO. 

Quality Interior & Exterior 
VACANCIES OUR SPECIALTY 
•FREE ESTIMATES• 

863-9167 


TRY-US PAINTING 

The Friendly Professional 

Interior & Exterior 
Residential • Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

( 415 ) 824-1132 


Handyman Lou carentry, framing 
windows door problems. 225-4637 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


(jUflLITY ROOFING SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured a & PD-Stote Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


&UX 

Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Specialty Oil Enamels 
Trained Colorist 


415 . 541.9614 

Folly Insured * CA License 742895 




■ Electrical and Fixture Installation 

■ Light Plumbing 

■ Dump Runs 

■ Moving 

■ And much more... 

Wll DO ALMOST ANYTHIN!!; 
EXCEPT SCREW YOU!” 


Call Bevin Now for 
a Free Estimate 

415 . 606.7877 

24 HRS. 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Tract Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Refrigeration 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


Drywall/Plaster-Quality smooth! 
Faux-like color textures, artistic 
detail, $25hr-20yrs. 995-4782 e?2 

STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 years experience 415-255 *7014^ 

P AND K PAINTING 

Quality interior painting. 

Residential & commercial. 

Color consultation. Specialty 
finishes. Free estimates. 

Excellent references. Ca 
license #792355. Call Mike or 
Jim at (415) 225-9910 or email 
PandKPainting@aol.com ^ 

NOTICES 

DADS & SONS 

Dads 45-80 & real daddy lovers 
wanted by XXX video Co. Good pay- 
fun atmosphere. 510-215-1517 ^ 

CHUBBY & CHASERS 

Burly bear men 250-500 Lbs & the 
men that love them wanted for XXX 
video. Fun atmosphere 510*215* 1517 


SERVICES 




Rocky Crawford 


“"The OneTo Pick” 

415 / 621-0215 

COMPUTER DISPATCH 
SERVING SAN FRANCISCO SINCE 1986 

Business • Redidential • Auto 
Lock Repairs • Installations 
Rekeying • Master Key Systems 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 

Gift Certificates Available 

http://www.steven-underhill.com 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS 
AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, 
DECKS, HOT TUBS & FENCES. 
OUTSTANDING REFERENCES. 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine 
Delivered to your doorstep For 
monthly menu, Call: 

JANE • 826-2133 

www.pealcuisine.com em 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dav Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

_E1B 

Lou 225-4637 basement garage etc 
carpet removal appl's sofas Del's e?8 

Carpentry, Electrical, 

Plumbing jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN*621-1379 

_E 26 

TECHNO-PHOBIC? 

"Gadget Guru" will help you see tech 
gadgets as friendly (PC, DVD, Stereo, 
phones, PDA,etc). Mike 337-0920 ej2 

Housecleaner, painting, odd jobs. 

Refs available. 415-208-8099 

E22 

INTERIOR DESIGN 

By expert craftsman. Flawless 
sewing, couture, drapes, shades, 
bedcloths, slip covers or lessons. 

Call M.D.F. Green 415-861-5258 

E24 

HOUSEMAN 

Personal Assistance & houskeeping 
provided by working (full time) 
male in exchange for room. Well 
groomed, experienced, educated. 
Excellent work history & refs. 
(Creative garage/basement space ok.) 
Michael, CMT510 658-7360 

_ [ _E22 

House Cleaning Professional 
reliable service with 3 years 
of experience. Ref. available 
863 2988 

_E22 

BASIC CLEAN $35 WKLY 

Once $55, mop, dust, vac, bath, stove 
kitchen. In BAR 10 years. Flat rate, 
Not hourly, call John 420-2926 

§23 

AUTO DETAILING 

Handwash, waxing, polish & 
interior cleaning Steve 255-7371 


potrero gardens 

Rare and Unusual 
Plants for the 
Bay Area 
And All Your 
Gardening Needs 

V www.potrerogardens 



WALLACE PLUMBING 

I Complete Plumbing Service Co. 1 


, JLEjTL 

Repairs • Repipe 

Dependable 

Workmanship 

Guaranteed 


□ 


2b' 

David M. Wallace 
^ 987-9070 


0 0 Q 

Uc# 703293. Est. 1986 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 
Yard Cleaning • Hauling »Tree Care 
Ph: (415) 552-8274 Pgr:(4l5) 207-7195 

•SU n Nys|D e * 


SFHANDYMAN 

QUALITY * RELIABLE 
Chad - 415-202-0160 

Cleaning in Marin 
9 years exp. References available. 
KEVIN * 415-499-7665 

HOUSECLEANING 

We clean homes offices garages 
and more. We are experienced re 
liable ref upon request. 

415 775 6214 


INSTRUCTION 


PARLAITALIANO! 


ITALIAN 

CLASSES 



•Mini Groups 

•Private, Individual Lessons 
•Pleasure, Vacation/Travel 
•Business Conversation 

Native speaker with over 20 
years experience teaching 
Italian & English as a 
second language. 

San Francisco & 
Oakland/East Bay Locations 

Prices & times flexible. 


ANNA (510) 530-5782 


Spanish Lessons by Raul 

XW. ......""’“"•Sk, 

• Castro Location with 
Private Parking 
• Customized Instruction 
• Monday thru Friday & Weekends 
• $25/Sesslon & Packages Available 
• For more Info call me at 

(415) 663-4236 

F » www.PeruvianG 00 die 5 .com 



FRENCH 


* All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 
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MOVERS 



Moving & 
Storage 

P.W.A. Discount 


415 - 567-6146 

510 - 832-1836 

VISA • Mastercarrd 

Cal P.U.T.C. 177142 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[PACKING * MOVING * STORAGE] 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW-JACKTRUX-COM 


CARTY MOVING 
& STORAGE 
415 - 831-8301 
pg.540-8805 

fax-415-831-8334 

House, apts, office, pianos, packing. 
Hoisting, load, unload rentals. 

Free estimate Free use of 
wardrobe boxes. References available. 


Last minute moves. 

CALT 189107 • Insured PL 4 PD 


HAULING 



Big trucks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 

415-282-2733 


Castro Hauling 


Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


EZ RELOCATION 

i a 6 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • pgr41 5-597-1889 


We offer you careful, friendly moving 
service at affordable rates. Large 
enclosed truck. No extra charges. 
Reliable Relocations (415) 621-51^4 

STRONG MAN & PICK UP 

Moving, Hauling & odd jobs $20 hr 
800 332 8802 pg 415449-7187 e b 

Hauling, etc. 441-1054. Large truck! 
Remove carpet, appliances, sofas... E25 

A Discount Muse Hauling 244-044Q 29 

RELIABLE RELOCATIONS 

Careful, Exp., Friendly. Enel. Truck 
Reas. Rates, Sm or Lg Jobs621-51^ 

2Men Lg clean truck cheap 24hrs 
Free est.-Louis 902-3229 E23 

Reliable hauling $20/hr. 

Call Mike (415) 577-7180 




WANT HELP WITH YOUR MAC? 

* Prompt 

* Friendly 

* Thorough 

□ 

Rick 415.821 

.1792 


remam.com 


installation * tutoring * troubleshooting 
WE LL RX YOUR COMPUTER AT YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 

FIRST HOUR 1/2 Price for new clients 

4I5-57G-9G29 • www.sf-remain.com 

Mac 8 PC Member. GGBA 


Computer Help 


For systems using Windows 
by experienced engineer 
$35/hr at your place 
serving SF & the 650 area 
Joe (415) 431-6766 


Is Your Computer Acting Funny? 
Need to Clean Out the Junk? 
Call Now for a Professional 

PC TUNE UP 


Michael 415-731-9011 


COMPUTER SUPPORT 
AMO INSTRUCTIONS 

Comprehensive Technical 
Support for All Windows 
Operating Systems 

• MS Office 2000 and 
Outlook email Setup 

•DSL Service and Setup 
Troubleshooting 

• M5 Access Oatabase 
Development and Analysis 

Prompt service at your location 
Zmhahin@email.cam 
415.292.7243 


Business* Residence-Kent 401-0214 

VOICE + DATA CABLING 

E17-01 

GET ALL WIRED 

Phone & computer wiring network 
DSL Reasonable Kent 401-0214 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL WEST 
REALTY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialwestcounty.com 

LOOKING FOR THE B.A.R. 
ON THE WEB... 

http://www.ebar.com 

http://www.gay.net/bar 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com eib 

THINKING ABOUT THAILAND? 
www.aquariusraid.com 


COUNSELING 



( 415 ) 431-3220 

I davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 


Serving the Boy A 


Healing the Pain 
Calming the Anger 
Quieting the Fear 

Psychotherapy with a Purpose 



Michael Brennan, MFT 

MFC 27709 

Convenient Castro location • 415-861-2106 



Ongoing Psychotherapy 
Group Available 

• Intimacy 
^ Sexuality 
Relationships 
> Personal Growth 

Individual Sessions 
Available 

Justin Hecht, Ph.D. 
licensed Psychologist PSY 16574 

415.673.0283 

Justinhecht@prodigy.net 


3)k dhiv 


BA STANFORD 
MA PHD HARVARD 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

CARING & EFFECTIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR 
INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 

558-8828 

Calif Uc# MFC14264 


JOHN GROSSBERG, MFT 

#MFC34782 / Japanese Spkng. 
Individual & CpIs Therapy 
Relationships / Grief & Loss 
Self-Esteem & Stress Issues 
LEATHER / SM & ALL ETHNIC & 
SEXUAL IDENTITIES WELCOME 

In SF: (415) 970-1020 


INDIVIDUALIZED SMOKING 
CESSATION PROGRAM 

Rochelle Wald,LCSW 415-826-8215 


RON FOX, ph.d., mfcc 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysfunctional family issues 

AFFORDABLE THERAPY 
IN8URANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
Lietni* f MFC 22194 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


Life after 40 


How can you create 
exciting new opportunities 
for personal growth? Join 
this new psycho-therapy 
group forming for gay/bi 
men over 40 set in a safe 
& supportive environment. 


Thursdays; 6 to 7.3Qpm 


415 * 431*3109 


Reserve advertising space NOW 
for the 2001 Pride Issue of the 

Reserve early... 

Display Ads: Friday, June 8th @ 5pm 
Line Ads: Monday, June 18th @12pm 
Inserts: Friday, June 8th @ 5pm 

Issue date: Thursday, June 21 
Pride Parade & Celebration: 

Sunday, June 24th 

Call for rates 415.861.5019 
or email BARadv@aol.com 




Individual and Couples 
Therapy 




Mallory Johnson, Ph.D, 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY16771 a 

• Depression • Anxiety- 
■Coping with Stress* 
■Adjusting to Illness 
Relationship Problems 
exuai Identity Issues 


SF 415.820.9638 

Free phone consultation 


Change Your Relationship 

with Friends, Partner, Drugs, 
Food, Co-Workers, 

SELF 

through Psychotherapy 

Thomas G. Paterson MFT 

415-333-1901 YIFT 35108 


MARCIA IRIS BAUM.LCSW 

19 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
• ANGER MANAGEMENT 
• PERSONAL GROWTH 

• BREAKUPS & LOSS 

• INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 

• SEXUAL ADDICTION 

SF 824.0580 


SUBMIT... 

... your ad to the Bay Area Reporter 
Personals by calling David at 415- 
861-5019! 

Safe sex is hot sex! Use a rubber and 
help your lover. 



BmAreaR: 


iREAHEPORTER 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here ▼ 


X-BOLDs 


BOLD Stops H 


CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONOAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent tines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


I 1 


J L 


1 I 


L L 


J L 


1 I 


J L 


J L 


Regular Stops Here 

1 I I I 


1 I 


J L 


U 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 
































































































































































































Performing 
Live On Stage 


S>. • 5 


Ha 


stage 


/ pavil*oe 




t 


Sunday 

June 24, 2001 

12:00noon - 7:00pm 
Golden Gate & Polk Streets 
Civic Center, San Francisco 

For the latest on who will perform 
call 415.292.3400 or visit 

www.apiwellness.org 

YmY 


Check out A&PIWC's pride float — Bring It On! — in the parade 


ORAL HIV TESTING 


Free, confidential, oral testing at Pride 

Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center (A&PIWC) will be 
conducting free, confidential oral HIV Testing in multiple languages 
including Cambodian, Cantonese, Ilokano, Lao, Mandarin, Tagalog, 
Thai,Vietnamese and English. 

Visit A&PIWC's booth at the Asian & Pacific Islander 
"Queerific Rim Pavilion" on Polk and Golden Gate Streets to learn 
more about social groups, workshops, retreats and other programs for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Asians and Pacific Islanders. 


> > For your official 
Asian & Pacific Islander 
PRIDE GUIDE , 
pick up the June issue of 
RICE COMBO. 


Sponsored by SHOWTIME 

Orasure, The San Francisco Bay Times, The Filipino Guardian, 
The 'N touch Club, Club Asia, Asia SF, Asian & Pacific Islander 
Cultural Center, Gay.com and PlanetOut.com. 

Partial funding for this event provided by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 


Asian & Pacific Islander 
Wellness Center 
Community HIV/AIDS Services 
730 Polk Street @ Ellis, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
415.292.3400 


ASIAN & 
PACIFIC 
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It's Tony time for theatre queens 

B.A.R. theatre critic goes to Broadway; 
chats with Tonys designer Tom John. 

pages 31 & 37 


Sicks of one 

Dragapella quartet the 
Kinsey Sicks go on tour. 

page 39 



Montana triangle 

Gay love in Big Sky 
country, in ‘Big Eden.’ 

page 33 
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‘CODENAME: KNOCKOUT’ TEAMS TOUCH GIRL WITH QUEER SIDEKICK 





aught by the bad guys inside the archvillain’s 
secret headquarters, the sidekick sits bound 
to a chair, refusing to reveal the location of 
the stolen microfilm. Soon, water begins to 
pour into the room — one of those death¬ 
traps archvillains love, the kind that allows the victim 
time to escape. But the sidekick can’t quite break free. 
Death by drowning seems imminent. Is all hope lost? 

Of course not! Enter: Our hero, in a dashing aerial 
display! Goon after goon is dispatched as our brave 
protagonist splashes into the archvillain’s inner 
sanctum in the nick of time, rescuing the side- 
kick, the microfilm, and the mission. 

Business as usual in the same-old/same- 
old action/adventure/espionage 
genre? Hardly. This 
cursory summary 
might sound 
familiar, but 
writer Robert 
Rodi knows 
how to toss a 
few curve- 
balls into the 
game. Yes, this 
is the skeleton 
of the story in the 
preview issue of 
Codename: Knock¬ 
out, a new 
monthly comic — 
but it comes with a 
decidedly fresh twist 
and plenty of hilarious 
postmodern winks. Our 
hero is no James Bond re¬ 
tread: She’s Angela St. 

Grace, the ass-kickingest 
tough girl since Xena. 

And her sidekick’s not a 
damsel but a dude in 
distress: Go-Go Fiasco, 
an impetuous, hor¬ 
mone-addled, queer- 
as-folk 20-year-old. 

It's a foray into new 
territory for DC 
Comics' mature- 
readers imprint, 

Vertigo, which 
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BY MARVIN K WHITE 
DIRECTED BY 
JOHARIJABIR 


BHS5CUR1-5 


FELLINI’S 


DAZZLING NEW 35mm COLOR RESTORATION! 


The New Conservatory Theatre Center Presents 


25 Van Ness • San Francisco • Box Office: 41 5-861 -8972 


by Roberto Friedman 
and the Media Hose 


T o be young, gifted and a 
pornhound: Imagine our 
surprise, upon opening the 
“Life in the Gay Area” issue of San 
Francisco magazine, to find that 
one of “the Bay Area’s out lesbians 
and gays [who] are making us all 
richer, sexier, smarter and more 
open” is none other than BAR 
porn columnist John F. Karr! 
Karr, we learn, “virtually invented 
gay-porn criticism. His column 
Karrnal Knowledge is a major rea¬ 
son that San Francisco’s Bay Area 
Reporter, the nation’s longest-run¬ 
ning gay weekly, which is celebrat¬ 
ing its 30th anniversary this year, 
has gone on in such style.” 


John F. Karr in San Francisco 


Karr, who is used to writing 
about media blowjobs, not receiv¬ 
ing them, is portrayed in a lifelike 
caricature, scribbling notes into a 
pad at the screening of a porn 
film. Strangely, there is no lube to 
be found in the picture. 

When writer Paul Parish asks 
what, exactly, in the films does he 
review, Karr responds, “You mean, 
how do they have sex? Well, num¬ 
ber one, sexuality is subjective, so 
if I like something on the screen, 
you might not find it sexy at all. So 
it’s a strange medium to be writ¬ 
ing about. But what was the ques¬ 
tion again?” 

Something must be in the air 
— or, like arsenic, in the water — 
because BAR writers keep pop¬ 
ping up in the media all over the 
place. Certainly we were pleased 
to find our handsome arts 


writer lifting his shirt in those 
new SF Health Dept, bus-shelter 
ads, looking like a million bucks. 
The ad copy for the AIDS vaccine 
project declares, “Some things are 
worth taking your shirt off for.” 
We agree, and we’re glad our 
writer is putting his physique to 
good use. 

Then a few informal conversa¬ 
tions with chatty writers revealed 
that not a few of them have mod¬ 
eled for ads and such-like portrai¬ 
ture! Why, there’s even another 
handsome arts writer lolling 
poolside — and looking 
mahvelous — in one of those 
bathhouse ads we feature. We 
don’t know where it all will end. 
Fortunately, Out There thinks we 
bought up all the remaining 
copies of our own photo spread in 
that back issue of Gossipists Quar¬ 
terly. 

But back to where we start¬ 
ed, the June issue of San 
Francisco, which makes 
some good choices (its 
“Who’s Who” of Gay 
Area movers and shak¬ 
ers lists everyone from 
yummy chocolatier 
John Scharffenberg- 
«r to KPIX news an¬ 
chor Hank 
Plante) and has 
some groovy 

photo spreads, in¬ 
cluding one of gay funeral direc¬ 
tor Cary Boisvert, who sure is 


Edmund White wash 


Edmund White to weigh in on 
gay San Francisco for the back¬ 
page feature. Now, we are 
big fans of White’s work, 
and think of him as a 
true man of letters, 
, but come on! He lives 
in New York City! It 
would be like asking 
Out There to hold forth 
on the gay scene in Pitts¬ 
burgh, which we know 
only from Queer As 
Folk. (What’s that, 
you say that por¬ 
trayal is heavily ro¬ 
manticized?) 

OK, we’re exaggerating a bit, 
White did live in SF — for six 
months in 1972 — but things 
have changed a wee bit since then. 
He says, “I just don’t think I was 
cut out for the granola life,” but 
no-one has thought to describe SF 
as “granola” since www.wheat- 
germ.com tanked. Doesn’t San 
Francisco Editor-in-Chief Bruce 
Kelley know any gay writers who 
live here? 


William Hague at 16 


Directed by Earl Weaver 
This Week Thurs-Sat 8 pm Sun 2 pm 
Tickets $15-32 


|ticketE333 

WWW.T1CKETWEB.COM 


Oxford blues 

Well, it’s not as if OT goes out 
of our way to demonstrate our 
palpable loathing of gay neocon 
Andrew Sullivan, but every time 
we think we’re done with him, 
something new crops up! 

SF author Ian Philips sent us 
a copy of his first book, See Dick 
Deconstruct: Literotica for the 
Satirically Bent (Atta Girl Press), 
which includes a story featuring a 
“celebrated gay journalist and au¬ 
thor,” one Michael Andrew Corri¬ 
gan, who spends a long night at a 
circuit party searching for King 
Dong. “Actually, Mac, as he’s 
called in the story, is a composite 
of two journalists we all know 
and...,” Philips told OT. “But one 
is indeed Our Lady of the Porn- 
stars.” 

Then there was Sullivan him¬ 
self, back on the pages of The New 
York Times Magazine with a butt- 
kissing tribute to his Oxford 
buddy, leader of Britain’s enfee¬ 
bled Conservative Party William 
Hague. “His platform supports a 
ban on teaching about homosexu¬ 
ality in schools,” Sullivan admits, 
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Monday Evening 
November 5 @ 7:30 pm 

All Seats $30.00 
Ticketholders Contact Box Office 


Call 415-864-3700 for dinner packages 


Directed by George Maguire 
This Week Wed-Sat 8 pm 
Tickets $15-25 


Directed by Arturo Catricala 
This Week Wed-Sat 8 pm Sun 2 pm 
Tickets $18-25 
"A nonstop round-robin of sexual liaisons 
and inspired lunacy!” 
-NY Times 


Saint George 


qsf 


easy on the eyes — presumably 
even if they’re rolled back in your 
head and switched off for good. 
Shades of Six Feet Under! 

Yep, we liked this mag despite 
its one big blunder, namely the in¬ 
explicable decision to ask novelist 


Cary Boisvert: slay us! 


“GORGEOUS! 
PHANTASMAGORIC! 
ROLLICKING! 

VISUALLY SUMPTUOUS! 

- STEPHEN HOLDEN, NEW YORK TIME* 

“HALLUCINATORY, 

RAVISHING!” 

- THE NEW YORKER 

} ' > ^ 

“A gaudy extravaganza 
restored to its original 
eye-popping hues!” 


STARRING 

GIULIETTA 
MASINA 


NEW 

TRANSLATION 
& SUBTITLES! 


castro 

C^R0^4Aa©SKSUANreANaSC0 415-621-6120 


EXCLUSIVE 2 WEEK ENGAGEMENT 

STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 1ST 

SEE DIRECTORY OR CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES • NO PASSES 


theatre rhinoceros 

2926 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO 415.$61.5079 


I AY 0 3 - JIJ ,\ K 0 2 WED-SIJ.Y 











































































Discounts available 
for groups of 20 or mor 
For information 
call 415/551-2020 


For tickets call 


WINNER! 2000 TONY AWARD 

best musical 


by Susan Stroman &. John Weidman 


NOW 

PLAYING! 


> s 0l( 


f delicious. 

jB~gJPyp decadent 

iff il WE T% - Henry Tenenbaum, KRON TV 

/ “g The Jerome L. Greene Foundation 

j W Dance lo it on RCA\taDR CDs'cassettes 

" MAY 15 - JUNE 24 

CURRAN Theatre • 445 Geary St. San Francisco 


415/512-7770 
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Broadway connection 

Nine shows in six days in New York City 


by Richard Dodds 


when playing the 16-year-old boy, 
but who’s pretty bad when he tries 
to play older. 

Saturday: The matinee brought 
42nd Street on the family-friendly 
new 42nd Street. Armies of preci¬ 
sion tap dancers are always fun to 
watch, but otherwise there isn’t 
much rationale behind this pre¬ 
mature revival of the 1980 musi¬ 
cal. But 42nd Street left our minds 
untaxed for The Producers that 
evening. It’s a funny, tuneful, well- 
built show with a stageful of mas¬ 
terfully comic performances. Why 
ask for any more? 

Sunday: An easy, 30-minute 
train ride from Penn Station deliv¬ 
ered us to suburban Millburn, NJ, 
home of the highly regarded Paper 
Mill Playhouse. The attraction was 
a surprisingly opulent revival of 
Funny G/rZ with thejieretofore un- 


he phone rang. “Dis is Rocky 
from da ticket place,” said a 
voice that sounded a lot like 
a Rocky. “I got ya two tickets to 
The Producers. You want ’em?” 

In the frantic quest to make 
sure that a spring theater trip to 
New York included the biggest hit 
Broadway has seen in years, I 
ended up doing business with a 
suspicious ticket agency in New 
Jersey that I had found on the In¬ 
ternet. Hello, Tony Soprano? 

There are scalping laws de¬ 
signed to limit the markup a tick¬ 
et broker can make, but I didn’t 
want protection. I wanted a tick¬ 
et. And I’m pretty sure the laws 
didn’t mean much to Rocky any¬ 
way. Let’s just say the amount 
charged to my Visa card 
was considerably more 
than the $90 face value 
of the tickets. 

So, was it worth it? 
Absolutely, though it’s 
hard for any man-made 
spectacle to live up to the 
kind of hype incurred by 
The Producers, not to 
mention my own 
self-inflicted high- 
priced expectations. 

I’d give the show a B+. 

Inevitably, The'Producers be¬ 
came the cornerstone of a trip 
that included nine shows in six 
days. What follows is a capsule 
diary of this whirlwind theater ex¬ 
cursion. 

Friday: Having liked Richard 
Nelson’s Goodnight Children 
Everywhere at ACT, I opted for his 
latest. Madame Melville treads fa¬ 
miliar territory as it depicts a 
teenage boy losing his innocence 
to a sensitive older woman, but it 
creates considerable dramatic 
sparks within that formula. It also 
marks the acting comeback of 
Macauley Culkin, who is Fine 


Macauley Culkin and Joely 
Richardson in Madame Melville 


Nathan Lane and Matthew Broderick in a scene from The Producers 


Moon has leapt to the rescue. San 
Francisco’s premier presenter of 
“lost musicals” will open its 2001 
season next week at the Eureka 
Theatre with the brassy send-up 
of the Man of Steel. 

Robert Benton and David 
Newman (who went on to write 
the Christopher Reeve Superman 
movie) concocted the campy story 
of an evil newspaper columnist 
who conspires with a mad scien¬ 
tist to destroy Superman’s reputa¬ 
tion. The score by Charles Strouse 
and Lee Adams (of Bye Bye Birdie 
fame) included “You’ve Got Possi¬ 
bilities,” introduced by the not- 
yet-famous Linda Lavin. 

Kurt Kroesche is playing Su¬ 
perman/Clark Kent, with Jenny 
Lord as Lois Lane, Edward High¬ 
tower as the villainous columnist, 
Jack Davis as the vengeful Dr. 
Sedgewick, and Lisa Peers in the 
Lavin role as a gal Friday. 

For tickets, call 255-8207. 

Prelude to dying 

Craig Lucas, who created a ro¬ 
mantic allegorical fantasy about 
AIDS in Prelude to a Kiss, journeys 
into darker territories in The 
Dying Gaul. This AIDS-themed 
play that one critic dubbed “the 
anti -Angels in America” has its Bay 
Area debut next week at the 
Portrero Hill Playhouse. 

John Wilkins, who is directing 
the Last Planet Theatre production, 
calls the surreal 1998 play “exciting, 
difficult, and unwieldy.” It focuses 
on a screenwriter who wants to 
memorialize his late lover, but who 
is literally and figuratively seduced 
by a slick producer to turn the 
script’s centerpiece gay relationship 
into a boy-meets-girl affair. 

u The Dying Gaul allows us to 
further our examination of What 
one might call a theater of hallu¬ 
cination,” Wilkins said. “In all our 
productions, we have tried to de¬ 
velop a theatrical aesthetic that 
mirrors the movement of the 
mind.” 

Lucas’ play will run through 
June 30. Call (510) 845-2687 for 
more info. 

Screwballing 

The title of Margery Kreit- 
man’s newest play is Sax and the 
Single Dyke, which fits with its de¬ 
scription as a “screwball love 
story.” Opening night is June 7 at 
Theatre Rhino. 

The play is set in contempo¬ 
rary San Francisco, where two 
women, roommates and close 
friends, are forced to reconsider 
the truth of their relationship 
when an ex-husband reappears 
and a personal-ads date sends all 
three into a comic tizzy. 

Kreitman’s earlier plays include 
Please Wait for the Beep and Pic¬ 
ture Me, which have been pro¬ 
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satire that will make the leap to 
Broadway this summer. Wear your 
yellow hankies. 

Tuesday: Even though Aida is 
due here in July, the chance to see 
Heather Headley in her Tony-win¬ 
ning performance led us to Dis¬ 
ney’s latest Broadway juggernaut. 
But Headley was a no-show, and 
there’s not much else there to get 
excited about. 

Wednesday: The cast of Follies 
seemed enervated at this matinee, 
or maybe it’s an artistic choice. 
But the lackluster singing of too 
many of the principals can’t be 
forgiven. Wednesday night 
brought a bona-fide high: Reba 
McEntire in Annie Get Your Gun. 
The twanging country star really 
is as good as they say, with great 
comic timing, an irresistible per¬ 
sonality, and a terrific voice. 

Now maybe if they had cast 
Reba in Follies. “I got the sun in the 
morning, but I’m losing my mind.” 

It’s Ubermensch! 

The fabled power of The New 
York Times’ theater critic to make 
or break a show proved elusive in 
1966 when Clive Barnes raved 
about It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s 
Superman. The show closed after 
just 129 performances and slipped 
into obscurity. 

But faster than a speeding J- 
Church streetcar, 42nd Street 


known Leslie Kritzer quite won¬ 
derful as Fanny Brice, and the bet¬ 
ter-known Robert Cuccioli ( Jekyll 
& Hyde) fairly awful as 
Nicky Arnstein. Back to 
Manhattan for an 
evening performance of 
Bat Boy: The Musical, a 
hilariously wicked satire 
of all pretentious musi¬ 
cals. 

Monday: Urinetown: 
The Musical is an¬ 
other deconstruc¬ 
tion of musical- 
theater forms. (Is 
anyone constructing these days?) 
Set in a future where you have to 
pay to pee, it’s an imaginative 


Jeff McCarthy and Spencer 
Kayden in Urinetown 
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U3NT is about being young in New 
York, being brave and being scared, 
l>eing in love and being in trouble - 
I- having hope for today and faith in 
tomorrow. 

“A thrilling musical per- 
|c formed,with explosive 


ta lent.” 

-NEWSWEEK 


RENT 

j returns 
i to 
_L San 
tfrancisco! 


“It shimmers with 
hope for the future 
or the American 
Music al” 

-The NEW YORK 
TIMES 


BEST OF BROADWAY: 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF CAROLE SHORENSTEIN HAYS AND SCOTT E. NEDERLANDER 


JOE GOODE PERFORMANCE GROUP 


installations: 7pm all shows: 8pm 


Travels and travails 


'Juliet of the Spirits' plays the Castro 


by Tavo Amador 


©oo o 

OQOO 009 

© ©Q (JJ) © 

WORLD PREMIERE 


jP|| ecause they have no clear 
destination, journeys of 
99 self-discovery are often 
frightening, but they are the most 
rewarding. That seems to be what 
Federico Fellini is saying'in his 
1965 movie, Juliet of the Spirits, 
which, in a gloriously restored 
print, plays the Castro Theatre 
June 1-13. 

The legendary Italian director 
insisted that this is his least auto¬ 
biographical film. Perhaps, but it is 
a highly personal one. The epony¬ 
mous heroine is modeled on his 
wife, Giulietta Masina, who plays 
an haute bourgeoisie matron mar¬ 
ried to a handsome businessman, 
Giorgio (Mario Pisu, who created 
the Fellini-based character in 8 
1/2). The opening scenes show 
Juliet, assisted by two maids, dress¬ 
ing for their anniversary dinner, to 
be celebrated by the two at home. 

Giorgio, however, has forgot¬ 
ten the date and arrives with sev- 


Fellini's Juliet of the Spirits: a long and vivid dream. 


eral friends, including an attorney, 
an effeminate psychic, and the 
beautiful Val (Valentina Cortese). 
The patient Juliet forgives him; 
the group celebrates by drinking 
too much and holding a seance. 
Juliet makes contact with a spirit 
named Iris (Sandra Milo), who 
advises that “Love is for everyone.” 
The group takes this to mean sex¬ 
ual license, but Juliet won’t partic¬ 
ipate. Iris reprimands her, telling 
her she means nothing to anyone. 
Juliet faints. 

The next day, Juliet reconfirms 
her connection with Iris, then has 
several inexplicable visions and 
dreams. We meet her icily elegant 
and beautiful mother (Catarina 
Borato), and her sisters Adele 
(Luisa Della Noce) and Sylva (Sil¬ 
via Koscina), all of whom humili¬ 
ate her — she’s not stylish 
enough, has no children, has no 
career. That evening, when Gior¬ 
gio falls asleep in bed, he calls out, 
“Gabriella.” When she questions 
him, he denies knowing anyone by 
that name. 

Urged by Adele, Juliet hires a 
detective to spy on him. Mean¬ 
while, Val introduces her to Bish- 
na (legendary lesbian actress 
Valeska Gert, who took the part 
after Fellini failed to get Mae 
West), an androgynous guru who 
claims “Love is your religion.” In 
truth, Giorgio has been Juliet’s re¬ 
ligion — she had fallen in love 
with him as a teenager and has 
been happily building her life 
around him. Now that happiness 
is threatened, by Giorgio’s pre¬ 
sumed infidelity and by Juliet’s 
spiritual coming of age. 

Quench all 

Juliet recalls her convent 
school childhood, in particular a 
traumatic production which cast 
her as a martyr being burnt at the 
stake. She was “rescued” from this 
by her beloved grandfather (Lou 
Gilbert), who ran away with a 
dancer, Fanny (Milo, in the second 
of three roles). Juliet is also haunt¬ 
ed by the memory of her school¬ 
mate Laura, who committed sui¬ 
cide. Later, Giorgio brings an as¬ 
sociate, Luis, to dinner (the ele¬ 
gant, handsome, and sexless Jose 
Luis de Villalonga), who prepares 
sangria, a drink praised by Bishna 
because it quenches all thirsts. 

A neighbor, Suzy (Milo), 
shows Juliet around her house, 
which is lavish in a Las Vegas, bor- 
dello-like way. In a scene reminis¬ 
cent of The Wizard of Oz, Suzy 
takes Juliet up to her treehouse, 
where a handsome, buffed, an¬ 
drogynous youth promises sexual 


pleasure. But Juliet cannot go 
through with this liaison, and re¬ 
treats to the safety of her home. 

The detective provides proof of 
Giorgio’s relationship with 
Gabriella, which presumably is 
sexual in nature. Shaken, Juliet 
unsuccessfully tries to confront 
this woman. When Giorgio an¬ 
nounces he’s leaving on a business 
trip, her anxiety mounts. Before 
he departs, they have a party at 
which a psychologist tells Juliet 
that what she most fears is being 
left alone, yet what she most wants 
is to be by herself. Later, Juliet de¬ 
fies her mother, resists the com¬ 
fort of suicide proffered by Laura’s 
spirit, calmly accepts Giorgio’s de¬ 
parture, and walks into the near¬ 
by woods, at last liberated and free 
to continue her middle-aged bil- 
dungsroman. Unlike the dark for¬ 
est at the beginning of The Divine 
Comedy, this one is sunlit. 

At least that’s what I think is 
going on. Masina is, in real life, 
possessed of psychic powers, and 
an occasional, reluctant medium. 
At the time the movie was shot, 
her 20-year marriage to Fellini had 
hit a rocky point, although it sur¬ 
vived until his death. Just which 
personal demons they are trying to 
exorcise here remain unclear. 

The movie has a hypnotic, sur¬ 
realist beauty, like a long and vivid 
dream. The colors are arresting 
and the costumes fantastic, bor¬ 
derline haute courtier for many of 
the women, yet designed to pre¬ 
vent physical closeness. Masina, 
who was for a brief period in the 
’50s compared by critics to Chap¬ 
lin (on the strength of Fellini’s La 
Strada and The Nights of Cabiria, 
which became the musical Sweet 
Charity ), is generally restrained. 
She does not, thankfully, smile 
through her tears — indeed, she 
sheds very few — but her emoting 
does, at times, resemble 
middle-period Joan Crawford. It’s 
a curious portrayal, at once re¬ 
mote and intimate. Milo, especial¬ 
ly as the debauched Suzy, is splen¬ 
did, as is the stunning Cortese. 
The rest of the cast is fine. Nino 
Rota provided a lively score. 

The film moves in and out of 
“reality,” just like Juliet, just like we 
do in our everyday lives. For audi¬ 
ences looking for tight narrative 
structure, this will be off-putting. 
But those willing to leave the “ra¬ 
tional” world for two-and-a-half 
hours will embark on a memo¬ 
rable trip. Y 


Juliet of the Spirits plays the 
Castro Theatre June 1-13. 


May 30, 31 June 1, 2, 3 

Post-performance discussion Thursday, May 31 


For tickets: 415-978-ARTS (2787) 

For group sales: 415-346-7805 
Tickets: $20-$25-$30 


4^-SFGate 

Photo: RJ Muna 


Outdoor installations in the Yerba Buena Gardens are 
open to the public and precede the show at 7pm. For 
more information, visit our website: www.joegoode.org 


Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts 
Theater 

700 Howard Street (at Third) 
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Hart and hearth 

Queer love in Montana's Big Sky country 


by Robert Julian 


If enry Hart’s star is rising on 
IP %' the New York art scene. He is 

i about to have his first big 
solo show in Manhattan, and the 
Whitney is interested in acquiring 
some of his canvases. That’s when 
Henry gets the call that Sam Hart, 
the grandfather who raised him 
back in Big Eden, Montana, has had 
a stroke. Putting familial obligation 
ahead of personal success, Henry 
gets on a plane back to Montana to 
provide home care for Sam. 

This is the premise writer/di¬ 
rector Thomas Bezucha uses to set 
up Big Eden, a tale of love, toler¬ 
ance, and acceptance — of self 
and others — against the back¬ 
drop of Montana’s spectacular 
lakes and mountain ranges. View¬ 
ers may discover that the tone and 
setting of Big Eden recall the tele¬ 
vision series Northern Exposure, 
and fans of that show will un¬ 
doubtedly like this movie, open¬ 
ing Friday in the Bay Area. 

When Henry Hart (Arye 
Gross) returns to Big Eden, he 
finds his best friend from high 
school, Dean Stewart (Tom 
DeKay), is back in town raising 
two young sons by himself, 
Henry’s unrequited love for his 
high school buddy is the running 
complication of the film. Pike 
(Eric Schweig) is the monosyllab¬ 
ic American Indian who runs Big 
Eden’s general store, and who 
completes a triangle of unrequited 
emotional attraction through his 
growing attachment to Henry. 
When the town matchmaker and 
busybody, the widow Thayer (Nan 
Martin), starts sending inedible 
dinners over to Henry and his 
wheelchair-bound grandfather, 
Pike surreptitiously steps in. Using 
the Internet and a series of cook¬ 
books, Pike starts preparing and 
delivering gourmet dinners to 
Henry and Sam while allowing 
them to think they still come from 
the widow. All the townspeople 
cooperate in this deception, in¬ 
cluding Henry’s old friend Grace 
(Louise Fletcher), the local 
schoolteacher. 

Sex struggles 

The central dramatic conflict 
of the film is how the main char¬ 
acters come to terms with their 
own sexuality and desires. And it’s 
interesting to watch vaguely 
40something men, who should 


'Fascinating! 
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have resolved these issues years 
ago, struggle like teenagers. It is a 
tribute to Bezucha’s writing that 
the emotional paralysis of the 
men is entirely believable in con¬ 
text. The central non-conflict of 
the film is the universal knowl¬ 
edge and acceptance by the towns¬ 
people of the dilemma the three 
men face. These three are all loved 
and respected and, with only 
minor meddling, allowed to work 
things out on their own without 
judgments from their peers. 

A nice ensemble cast delivers 
good performances, although 
Bezucha’s pacing of the story 
could stand a shot of adrenaline. 
Arye Gross, as Henry, has the chal¬ 
lenging task of creating a charac¬ 
ter who is a rising star on the New 
York art scene but a spineless 
marshmallow when it comes to 
his personal life. He does an excel¬ 
lent job in this respect, although 
his unfortunate resemblance to 
Pee-wee Herman is something of 
a dramatic handicap. Bezucha’s 
script has many mystical refer¬ 
ences, yet it remains grounded in¬ 
stead of evaporating into the New 
Age stratosphere. Rob Sweeney’s . 
cinematography includes some 
breathtaking scenery, but these 
shots usually come as entre acts or 
cutaways. Integrating more of the 
action into these locales would 
have resulted in a stronger cine¬ 
matic presentation. 


Big Eden is a little film which 
charms with its loving intention 
and a relentless willingness to see 
only the good in people. This my¬ 
opia makes the story a fable. But 
for those who can no longer toler¬ 
ate daily headlines about man’s in¬ 
humanity to man, Big Eden may 
be the perfect antidote. ▼ 


Big Eden opens Friday, June 1 
in San Francisco. 
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duced in San Francisco, Los Ange¬ 
les, and New York. 

Call 861-5079 for tickets. 

Short scenes 

• Terrence McNally has post¬ 
poned his onstage interview at 
New Conservatory Theatre Center 
from June 13 to Nov. 5. A conflict 
with the Lincoln Center workshop 
of his newest work, a musical 
adaptation of A Man of No Impor¬ 
tance, led to the change. Refunds 
or exchanges at 861-8972. 

• The Shotgun Players has cho¬ 
sen William Finn’s A New Brain 
for its first musical production. 
The autobiographical tale of a gay 
writer who thinks he has a fatal 
brain tumor runs through June 10 
at the Julia Morgan Center in 
Berkeley. Call (510) 655-0813. 

• A New Brain had its West 
Coast premiere last year as part of 


New Conservatory’s In Concert se¬ 
ries. The latest attraction there is 
the more familiar Forever Plaid, 
opening this weekend, which pays 
goofy tribute to the harmonizing 
men of the 1950s. Call 861-8972. 

• The Vagina Monologues is back 
for its third San Francisco run. The 
first set of stars, performing June 5- 
24 at Theatre on the Square, will be 
Susan Anton, Christina Pickles, 
and Tracee Ellis Ross. Taking over 
June 26-July 8 are Michelle Clunie, 
Marga Gomez, and Barbara Rush. 
Call 422-9500. 

• Before her vaginal explo¬ 
rations, Marga Gomez will first 
perform her new show Higher 
Highs, Lower Lows on June 8-9 at 
SomArts as part of the National 
Queer Arts Festival. Performance 
artist Felice Shays will open the 
show with PsychoSemitic. Call 
552-7709. ▼ 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 
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Nicole Kidman and Ewan McGregor in Moulin Rouge 


MTV rouge 

Kidman tilts at windmills 


-f you are 17 years old or trip- 
<; ping on LSD, you’ll love 
1 Moulin Rouge. Other viewers 
with more discriminating tastes 
may find director Baz Luhrmann’s 
comic/tragic musical frustrating- 
ly schizophrenic. 

Moulin Rouge, opening Friday, 
tells the story of two star-crossed 
lovers: Satine (Nicole Kidman) 
and Christian (Ewan McGregor). 
Satine is the “Sparkling Dia¬ 
mond,” a courtesan who headlines 
at the Moulin Rouge, and Christ¬ 
ian is the starving writer who 
comes on board to write a new 
show for her. The fly in their ro¬ 
mantic ointment is the Duke 
(Richard Roxburgh), who is not 
only financing the new stage pro¬ 
duction, but is obsessed with its 
leading lady. And oh, by the way, 

. although it has somehow escaped 
her attention, Satine is dying of 
consumption. Providing comic 


“EXTRAORDINARY." 

-The New York Times 

A PIONEERING WORK... A POWERFUL STAGE EVENT 

-TIME Magazine’s Ten Best of2000 


relief, and serving as a one-man 
Greek chorus, John Leguizamo 
portrays Toulouse-Lautrec. It is 
one of those embarrassingly 
awful, wrong-headed perfor¬ 
mances that will take him years to 
live down. 

The film’s dysfunction is due, 
in equal parts, to its conception 
and its execution. Moulin Rouge is 
not a traditional motion picture, 
but a simultaneous spoof of Hol¬ 
lywood movie musicals and MTV 
videos. Although set in 1900, the 
film employs songs, or fragments 
of songs, that range from “Dia¬ 
monds Are a Girl’s Best Friend” 
and Elton John’s “Your Song” to 
“Lady Marmalade” and “The 
Sound of Music.” Working with all 
the depth of a Saturday Night Live 
skit, the film keeps its tongue firm¬ 
ly in cheek for the first hour. It 
then tries, unsuccessfully, to switch 
from satire to tragedy for the sec¬ 
ond hour. This failed transition is 
not assisted by the blitzkrieg of 
cinematic effects that constantly 
assault the viewer from the open¬ 
ing moments of the film. Although 
Moulin Rouge does not really work 
as a film, Baz Luhrmann at least 
provides a wild ride. 

The director’s dramatic pre¬ 
tense is that this is a film about 
love. It is not. It is a film about 
costumes, lighting, digital effects, 
musical travesty, and cinematic 
technique. There is not one shot 
in this movie that stays on screen 
for more than 10 seconds. The 
vocal and dramatic efforts of Kid¬ 
man and McGregor are adequate, 
but no more. Here, Kidman looks 
and acts like Ann-Margret, circa 
1964. But since Luhrmann does 
not allow his stars an uninterrupt¬ 
ed moment on camera, character 
development and thematic explo¬ 
rations are pretty much out of the 
question. In this instance, the 
medium is the message that 
crowds out all other possibility. 
Craig Pearce, who collaborated 
with Luhrmann to produce the 
script, is no doubt in need of a 
long vacation. 

Catherine Martin’s production 
design provides engaging eye 
candy, as do the costumes she de¬ 
signed with Angus Strathie. And 
the cast of Moulin Rouge contains 
some wonderful dancers who de¬ 
serve more of an opportunity to 
show what they can do. It’s hard to 
predict if Moulin Rouge will be the 
kind of box-office success Nicole 
Kidman desperately needs; with a 
career littered with misfires, the 
soon-to-be ex-Mrs. Cruise has a 
lot riding on this one. But if 
Moulin Rouge takes off, it will owe 
its success to an MTV audience 
that can respond to two hours of 
entertainment doled out in 
three-second bites. ▼ 


Moulin Rouge opens June 1 at 
theaters throughout the Bay 
Area. 




































31 May 2001 BAY AREA REPORTER 35 






One Embarcadero Center • (415) 352-0810 


NQAF sampler 

T he National Queer Arts Festival is a series of events, exhibi¬ 
tions, and performances organized by the Queer Cultural 
Center and the Harvey Milk Institute. 

The following list of some NQAF events, through the first week 
of June, is not comprehen¬ 
sive. NQAF events continue 
through July 4; for complete 
information, go to www. 
queerculturalcenter.org or 
call (415) 552-7709. 

Friday, 6/1: Opening 
Night Gala. Alice Walker, 

Dorothy Allison, Jewelle 
Gomez. Women’s Building, 

3543 18th St. 8 p.m. $25-50 
sliding scale. 

Saturday, 6/2. Queer Lati¬ 
no Art Festival: QueLACo Vi¬ 
sual Art Exhibition. Mission 
Cultural Center, 2868 Mis¬ 
sion St. Opening reception, 7- 
9 p.m. $5. Through 6/23. 

Sunday, 6/3. QccTV 
launch. Opening reception, 

NQAF artists on Website. 

SomArts, 934 Brannan St. 4-7 
p.m. Donations. 

Wednesday, 6/6. Randall Kenan and R. Zamora Linmark, 

reading and discussion. Jon Sims Center, 1519 Mission St. 8 p.m. 
$5-10. 

Thursday, 6/7. The Best of AIRSpace Series: Bear-A-Go-Go by 
Alan Reade. Harvey Milk Civil Rights Academy, 4235 19th St. 8 
p.m. $7-12. ▼ 


Alan Reade in Bear-A-Go-Go 


Animator Barry J C Purves 


with stylized scenes played out by 
rippled-abs puppets on a dark 
stage. It’s also a masterpiece of 
eroticism. It’s not hard to imagine 
a new genre of puppet-art-porn 
following from Achilles, though 
“porn” hardly captures what oc¬ 
curs. The Film envisions sex as a 
sacrament, with the pair sensually 
caressing each other and fornicat¬ 
ing with brio. While the basics of 
the story are there — the attempt 
to rescue Helen from the Trojans, 
Achilles’ refusal to fight when 
Agamemnon steals his slave girl 
— what’s most indelible are the 
love scenes between Achilles and 
Patroclus, a long overdue visual¬ 
ization of the sexy side of all those 
“devoted friendships” of ancient 
times. ▼ 


Barry Purves presents Plays of 
Passion/Passion Plays on 
Friday, June 1 at 7 p.m. at the 
Women’s Building, 3543 18th 
St. For tickets ($15), call 552- 
7709. 


Puppets for the queer set 

Barry Purves presents his 'Passion Plays' in NQAF 


by Gary Morris 


M t a symposium on puppet 

f animation in Canada a few 
years ago, Barry Purves, an 
alumnus of the Aardman Studios 
(Wallace and Gromit ), spoke pas¬ 
sionately about “directing” his 
elaborate puppets as if they were 
people. This is no mere conceit; 
Purves’ puppets have a breadth 
and depth that sets them apart 
from most work in this field, and 
far indeed from the flashy but 
frigid creations of computer ani¬ 
mation. In about a dozen years of 
production, Purves has created a 
memorable gallery of characters 
who are so close to real, despite 
the artificial trappings, that disbe¬ 
lief is willingly, happily suspend¬ 
ed. As part of the National Queer 
Arts Festival, the gay puppetmeis- 
ter himself will make an appear¬ 
ance to introduce his five major 
works on Friday, June 1, at the 
Women’s Building. 

Purves had a brush with Hol¬ 
lywood as head animator of Mars 
Attacks, but his puppet designs 
were ultimately scrapped in favor 
of more easily controlled, less 
labor-intensive computer images. 
Judging from his latest film, a 
whimsical operatic biography of 
Gilbert and Sullivan, he’s no worse 
for the wear. 

The earliest work here is Next: 
The Infinite Variety Show (1989), 
which in seven frenetic minutes 
manages to squeeze in an image or 
two from every Shakespeare play. 
The film is a must for fans of the 
Bard, who could spend some seri¬ 
ous time determining which scene 
is from which play. Purves whim¬ 
sically envisions Will himself au¬ 
ditioning on stage by enacting 
snippets from each of the plays to 
show his skill as an actor. In a typ¬ 
ical image, a blue tablecloth 
(Timon of Athens) is jerked from a 
table and instantly reborn as a 
faux ocean on which a toy ship 
sails ( a la The Tempest). The “14- 
inch Willy,” as Purves called his 


naked, anatomically correct ac¬ 
tors, as Screen Play does with its 
puppets. The film, which encom¬ 
passes a world of Japanese culture 
in a mere 11 minutes, was part of 
an early Spike and Mike compila¬ 
tion and well deserves the acclaim 
it’s received. 

Buffs & buffoons 

Opera is obviously one of 
Purves’ pet interests, as evidenced 
by two of the works on display 
here. An evocative and convincing 
Rigoletto (1993), made for the 
British TV series Operavox, is one 
of his most ambitious creations, 
running 30 minutes and incorpo¬ 
rating all that opera’s dramatic 
fireworks. Gilbert and Sullivan: 
The Very Models (1998) pictures 
the pair as endearing buffoons, 
the stars of their own operas. The 
film indulges a whimsical sense of 
genderplay as the pair portray 
both male and female characters, 
dress in drag as appropriate, and 
generally carry on. The sense of 
fleeting fun that marks all of 
Purves’ work is here confronted 
directly in surprisingly moving 
scenes of the demise of our he¬ 
roes. Both are essential viewing for 
opera buffs. 

Purves studied drama and 
Greek civilization before moving 
into the animation business, and 
his best-known work (at least 
among gay audiences) is Achilles. 
This story of the romance of the 
mythical hero and his young lover 
Patroclus is gorgeously imagined, 


A scene from Gilbert & Sullivan, an operatic biography 


Shakespeare puppet, also takes 
time to kiss a dummy of indeter¬ 
minate gender as part of his audi¬ 
tion. This is a consistently enter¬ 
taining work that dazzles even 
when it’s difficult to determine 
which play is being quoted. 

Three years later, Purves re¬ 
leased Screen Play. This startling 
re-creation of a Japanese Noh play 
(based on the ancient legend of 
Blue Willow) opens with the nar¬ 
rator asking the audience to “Pay 
attention when I show you young 
hearts in love, young hearts in 
pain.” What follows is a star- 
crossed romance between upper- 
class Takako, whose parents want 
her to marry a wealthy samurai, 
and the peasant Nayoki. The film, 
which uses a stationary camera 
until the last minute, has spare, el¬ 
egant backdrops that move on 
and off the small stage as if con¬ 
trolled by an unseen, godlike 


force, a resonant metaphor for the 
lovers’ inability to control their 
destinies. The story’s romanticism 
is tempered by a brutal, bloody 
ending, but what remains with the 
viewer is a convincing otherworld 
that does justice to its source. Not 
that Purves is entirely reverent to¬ 
ward the material; it’s unlikely 
that earlier versions featured 
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Wyoming lightning rod 

'The Laramie Project' at Berkeley Rep 



A scene from The Laramie Project: everyday people. 

A dance to life 

' Contact' at the Curran 


by Richard Dodds 


S||ff he creators of The Laramie 
m Project are obviously not 
11 neutral about the incident 
that inspired their work: the bru¬ 
tal death of Matthew Shepard. 
But they are more interested in 
chronicling the revealing reac¬ 
tions to the crime than in creat¬ 
ing a polemic condemning the 
obvious. 

The play, now at Berkeley Rep 
following a New York run, pre¬ 
sents a subjective snapshot of a 
small town that has been thrust 
into an unwanted starring role. 
Culled from hundreds of inter¬ 
views conducted by the members 
of the Tectonic Theatre Project, 
and performed by most of the 
original interviewers, The 
Laramie Project elicits just about 
every emotion of which theater is 
capable. 

There is humor, anger, sorrow, 
disgust and hope, as a cross-sec¬ 
tion of townsfolk of Laramie, 
Wyo., offer a spectrum of atti¬ 
tudes stoked by the murder and 
the worldwide reaction to it. No¬ 
body, of course, sanctions the 
murder, but more than a few find 
ways of making sure Shepard 
shares some of the blame for what 
befell him. His conduct as a sexu¬ 
ally active gay man becomes an 
inevitable lightning rod for many 
in the town. 

Director Moises Kaufman and 
his Tectonic company previously 
explored another homosexual 
lightning rod in Gross Indecencies: 
The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde. 
That play used existing historical 
texts to create its portrait of a so¬ 
ciety being forced to speak about 
a heretofore-unspeakable crime. 

While Kaufman and company 
did use some official transcripts 
for The Laramie Project, they 
gathered the majority of the ma¬ 
terial themselves. That process be¬ 
comes part of - the dramatic 
framework, as the actors play 
themselves on location in 
Laramie, as well as the people 
they interviewed. It may be more 
honest than straight news report¬ 
ing, which often artificially ex¬ 
tracts the news gatherer from the 
picture. 

The performers display a real 
skill at capturing the telling idio¬ 
syncrasies of everyday people as 
they try to make sense of what has 
happened in their town. Those 
fearing that the play may be three 
acts of grim testimony should 
know that there is a surprising 
amount of humor in the material. 
But it is not without its evoca¬ 
tions of the gruesome crime or of 
anguished reactions to it, and the 
laughter can quickly turn to sobs 
as the show progresses. 

Tectonic head-writer Leigh 
Fondakowski, who recently staged 
the premiere of her play I Think 1 
Like Girls in San Francisco, 
restaged The Laramie Project while 
Kaufman is back in Laramie over¬ 
seeing an HBO adaptation of the 
play. It may work fine on.film, but 
it will be a different experience. 
This play inspired by a death is in¬ 
spiring in its life on the stage. T 


The Laramie Project will run at 
Berkeley Rep through July 8. 
Tickets are $10-$51. Call (510) 
647-2949. There will he two 
performances benefiting Our 
Family, an LGBT family support 
group, on June 9 at 2 & 8 p.m. 
Call (510) 540-7774. 


by Richard Dodds 


E ven before Contact had won 
the 2000 Tony Award for 
Best Musical, the folks who 
run the Tony Awards changed the 
rules so a future Con tact wouldn’t 
be competing in that category. 
Now there is a category for “spe¬ 
cial theatrical entertainment,” 
which went by default this year to 
a glorified half-time show called 
Blast! 

The musicians’ union didn’t 
like Contact being called a musical 
since it employs no musicians. 
And Disney couldn’t have been 
too happy when its pop-rock Aida 
was squeezed out of the nomina¬ 
tions because Contact was de¬ 
clared a musical by the rules com¬ 
mittee. Never mind that Contact is 
far superior to that pseudo-spec¬ 
tacle that can nevertheless claim 
musicians in the pit and a cast that 
sings. 

Director-choreographer Susan 
Stroman originally called Contact 
a “dance play” — a term that was 
dropped when the producers real¬ 
ized their limited awards options 
in that category — but it really 
does seem an accurate designa¬ 
tion. Whatever you call it, Contact 
is a novel and intriguing enter¬ 
tainment that creates its own 
worlds with breathtaking confi¬ 
dence. 


Still running at Lincoln Center 
with the original cast, Contact is 
launching a national tour from 
the Curran Theatre in only slight¬ 
ly diminished form. The three- 
part show, presented in two acts, 
gets better as the evening goes 
along and, by the final curtain, has 
wrapped up the audience in a rap¬ 
turous dance to life. 

Devised for the thrust stages of 
Lincoln Center, Contact has been 
restaged by Stroman for the 
proscenium theaters it will be 
playing on tour. It tends to flatten 
out the action, while the slight 
rake of the orchestra-level seating 
in the Curran takes it toll on views 
of the stage floor — an important 
vantage in a show that tells its 
story through dance. 

It’s not much of a factor in the 
short opening segment, an acro¬ 
batic dance novelty set largely on a 
swing occupied by a French no¬ 
blewoman and a dexterously sexy 
servant whose job is to keep her in 
motion. 

This clever but slight curtain- 
raiser gives way-to a more imagi¬ 
natively expansive piece set in a 
restaurant in the 1950s, where a 
bullying husband and his meek 
wife come for a night out. When¬ 
ever he steps away from the table, 
she escapes into an increasingly 
elaborate fantasy of dance that in¬ 
volves the waiters, the busboys,the 
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Contact's opening segment: swing shift. 
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Designing Tony 

Production designer Tom John 
prepares for the Tony Awards 


by Richard Dodds 


T ** 8 ®®®** om John, the production 
designer for this year’s Tony 
Awards, set out to be an ar¬ 
chitect and wound up designing 
for Barbra Streisand, Olivia New- 
ton-John, and the Muppets. 

With Streisand, he was the pro¬ 
duction designer on all her great 
early CBS specials, including My 
Name Is Barbra and A Happening 
in Central Park, winning several 
Emmys for himself. They had a re¬ 
union when she hired him to do 
the production design on The 
Mirror Has Two Faces. 

“I like her a lot, and I hear she’s 
very happy now,” he said. “I wish 
that had happened during The 
Mirror Has Two Faces. It would 
have helped a lot.” 

John, a self-effacing gay man 
with an understated sense of 
humor and more than 65 years 
under his belt, was sitting in his 
office on 42nd Street surrounded 
by his sketches not only of his set 
design for the June 3 Tony broad¬ 
cast from Radio City Music Hall, 
but also of scenes from the nomi¬ 
nated plays. 

“When I went to see all the 
plays, I made notes about the sets 
and sketched some of the scenes I 
thought might work,” he said. “Of 
course, they all picked different 
scenes.” 

The producers of the nominat¬ 
ed shows see the Tony broadcast 
as a big commercial, and are very 
fussy about how their wares are 
showcased. That means there are 
a lot of outsiders whose decisions 
must be incorporated into the 
broadcast. 

“You ask one question, and 
you have a committee at your 
feet,” John said. “It’s like a rodeo.” 

But his main objective has 
been to create a sense of intimacy 
on the vast Radio City Music Hall 
stage. “It’s like a football field,” 
John said, “and we’re going to di¬ 
vide the stage into three areas with 
presentations on either set, and 
then have minor stages on which 
we’ll do short dramatic scenes.” 

Of course, the main lure of the 
Tonys are the scenes from the 
nominated musicals. And with 
The Producers creating a kind of 
national buzz that Broadway sel¬ 
dom provokes nowadays, the 
broadcast’s slipping ratings may 
be reversed. The broadcast’s pro¬ 
ducers also quickly snagged 
Nathan Lane and Matthew Brod¬ 
erick, the stars of The Producers, to 
host the two-hour show on CBS. 
(The first hour, which includes the 
presentation of 10 awards, is 
broadcast on PBS, but KQED in 
San Francisco has again declined 
to carry it.) 

Live on tape 

Some of the musical numbers 
will be performed live, some will 
be on tape, and at least one will be 
a combination of both. 

It is John’s idea to show the cast 
members of 42nd Street heading 
out the door of their theater on 
42nd Street, singing and dancing 
their way onto a subway that will 
take them to Radio City, where 
they will parade down the aisles 
and onto the stage to finish the 
number. “We’re trying to break 
the mold,” John said. 

John has also designed the 
Academy Awards ceremony, 
which can be more fun and less of 
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Tom John with a set design for the Tonys at Radio City Music Hall. 


a headache. “The Oscars have 
more money,” he said. “The Tonys 
have a very tight budget.” 

But doesn’t working in the the¬ 
ater world have its own special re¬ 
wards? “I try,” he said, “to keep 
telling myself that.” 

John first got hooked on the¬ 
ater while working as an architect 
in Detroit. “I was doing a little 
summer theater on the side,” he 
said. “It was a tent theater, and a 
storm came along and blew it 
away. So I went to St. Louis and 
bought the first geodesic dome for 
a theater in the round.” 

A job as head architect on a 
hotel to be built in the Near East 
brought him to New York. “I got 
here and they had a revolution or 
something,” John said. “I was 
stranded on the streets of New 
York, and I started doing advertis¬ 
ing and became an art director, 
and then CBS called.” 

Being gay may have led John to 
the theater, but he said it hasn’t 
been a main concern of his life or 
career. “The theater is always flam¬ 
boyant, and you can be whatever 
you want to be. That’s why we’re 
all attracted to it,” he said. “But 
[being gay] has never been a major 
issue with me. People respected 
me for my talent, and it’s always 
been on that level. I never had to 
sleep with anyone to get a job.” 

John made his Broadway debut 
as a set designer in 1968 with 
George M! starring Joel Grey and' 
Bernadette Peters. It was a happy 
experience, something that would 
prove elusive in his subsequent 
Broadway forays. 

There was an all-black revival 
of Guys and Dolls, the memory of 
which caused John to roll his eyes. 
“I didn’t quite work,” he said dis¬ 
cretely. 

The Wiz was a better experi¬ 
ence, but it didn’t start that way. 
“It was another circus, but when it 
came to opening night on Broad¬ 
way, all this energy came on stage, 
like nothing we ever saw before.” 

And then there was Peg, de¬ 
signed as a retrospective of Peggy 
Lee’s career. “I think the Mafia 
must have had money in it,” John 
said. “It was so peculiar. They’d be 
bringing Peggy fur coats, and they 


were charging it all off to Peggy. I 
spent more time redoing her 
dressing room than I did the stage. 
It was a nightmare.” 

He must be wondering if his 
decision to design a house for a 
friend in San Francisco might not 
also turn out thus. 

“It’s on two vacant lots in Noe 
Valley,” John said, “but the city is 
only allowing us to build on one 
of them. They said you have to 
make it blend into the neighbor¬ 
hood. Well, I looked at the neigh¬ 
borhood, and there’s a house in 
Frank Gehry’s style, and then 
there are all these little cottages, 
and then these Tudor things. We’ll 
never fit in.” ▼ 
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Rigoletto — Verdi 
Maria Cailas, Giuseppe Di Ste¬ 
fano, Guido Picco (Allegro) 

Allegro has been doing a su¬ 
perb job of remastering classic live 
opera recordings from the ’50s, 
’60s and 70s. This one, a famed 
May 29,1952 Mexico City Palacio 
de Belles Artes performance, is a 
knockout. Singing the roles of 
Gilda and her paramour, the Duke 
of Mantua, the 28-year-old sopra¬ 
no Cailas and the prime-voiced 
tenor Di Stefano match each other 
in power, beauty, and sheer chutz¬ 
pah. Cailas may have sung Gilda 
with more subtlety and finesse as 
she entered her 30s, but she did 
not dare throw in optional high E- 
flats of such power as to undoubt¬ 
edly contribute to Mexico City’s 
future earthquakes. The best way 
to serve Verdi’s drama may not be 
to end “Caro Nome” by exiting the 
stage on a blazing high E-flat, but 
it sure blows the socks off the 
music. 

In taking his voice to the very 
edge, Di Stefano is very much 
Cailas’ equal. In full command of 
his faculties at this point in his ca¬ 
reer, he offers both blazing high Cs 


Victor de Sabata — Wagner 
Eileen Farrell, New York Philhar¬ 
monic (Urania) 

A few months back, I raved 
about the famed 1970 live record¬ 
ing of Leonard Bernstein con¬ 
ducting the New York Philhar¬ 
monic, soprano Eileen Farrell and 
tenor Jess Thomas in scenes from 
Wagner’s Gotterdammerung 
(available only in a special 10-CD 
Bernstein/NY Philharmonic set). 
Recorded when the soprano was 
50 years old, Farrell was still in 
gorgeous voice, but her very top 
lacked the strength that she of¬ 
fered in her younger years. No 
concern in this release, as the 31- 
year-old soprano, captured in 
1951, sings Isolde’s Liebestod from 
Tristan und Isolde and 
Brunnhilde’s Immolation Scene 
from Die Gotterdammerung with 
incomparable beauty and ease. 
The recording is mainly devoted 
to Victor de Sabata conducting se¬ 
lections from four Wagner operas, 
but it is for Farrell that most opera 
queens will snap up this disc. 

Farrell’s voice, like Flagstad’s 
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Verdi without tears 


SF Opera presents a summer ' Verdi Celebration' 


Give & Take! 

Boys Nite Out! for young Queer 
guys every Wednesday. 
Be 18-29 with ID. for 
$7 discount entry. 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


J1 fter 50-odd years of listen- 
Mm ing to Giuseppe Verdi’s op- 
m 1 eras, live and on recordings, 
I have strong opinions about what 
I like. Surprise, surprise, they 
often differ from “received opin¬ 
ions,” especially those received 
from Britain’s Gramophone maga¬ 
zine, which boasts prissy critics 
who loathe anything wild, pas¬ 
sionate or uncontrolled. For years 
they railed against elemental 
tenors Mario Del Monaco and 
Franco Corelli; now I suspect 
most of them would kill their 
grandchildren to hear even one 
voice like that today. (And no, fel¬ 
las, Jos6 Cura is not the answer.) 

So her.e is my idiosyncratic 
look at some of the new Verdi 
recordings that mark the celebra¬ 
tion (if that is the correct word) of 
the centenary of the maestro’s 
death in 1901: 

Attila (Kicco Classic; two 
discs) If you’d like to be reassured 
that old-fashioned, gut-busting 
Italian opera is not nearly as dead 
as has been reported, try this live, 
1999 barebones (libretto, but no 
translations) performance from 
Sardinia, with what sounds like an 
amateur orchestra and chorus. 
The Sicilian bass-baritone Simone 
Alaimo blazes through the title 
role; he’s more masculine and 
dangerous than Sam Ramey, and 
has better chest hair, too. The siz¬ 
zling Odabella is the controversial 
Italian dramatic soprano Tiziana 
Fabbricini, still the best Violetta 
I’ve ever heard live. Conductor 
Massimiliano Stefanelli under¬ 
stands that early Verdi needs to go 
fast. 

Falstaff (Philips; two discs) In 
his program notes, conductor 
John Eliot Gardiner quotes Verdi’s 
intent “to extract the juice from 
the enormous Shakespearean or¬ 
ange without letting the useless 
pips slip into the glass.” Alas, the 
singers on this album — Lafont, 
Michaels-Moore, Martinpelto — 
are mostly pip-squeaks (though I 
love the Fenton and Nanetta). We 
must be content with quicksilver 
tempos, tons of detail, wide dy¬ 
namic range and period instru¬ 
ments that, while they may sound 


funny to you, actually approxi¬ 
mate what the orchestra sounded 
like to Verdi. Good for score read¬ 
ing. Better news: Toscanini’s clas¬ 
sic NBC Symphony performance 
has been spectacularly remastered 
on RCA Red Seal. 

Jerusalem (Philips; three 
discs) This is the 1847 Paris ver¬ 
sion, sung in French with com¬ 
plete ballet music, of the opera 
better known as I Lombardi alia 
prima crociata (The Lombards at 
the First Crusade .) It’s not as 
great a piece as Verdi’s later 
French grand operas — Don 
Carlos and Les Vepres siciliennes 
— but if you are a Verdi com- 
pletist, you have to have this pre¬ 
miere recording. Especially since 
it is excitingly conducted by 
Fabio Luisi and thrillingly sung 
by SFO fave Marcello Giordani 
and a high-powered if unruly 
Russian soprano, Marina 
Mescheriakova. 


Simon Boccanegra (Dynam¬ 
ic; two discs) From the obscure 
Festival della Valle D’ltria comes 
the CD premiere of Verdi’s 1857 
original Simone, without the mag¬ 
nificent Boito revisions. This 
means no council chamber scene 
with that most noble Verdian aria, 
“Plebe, Patrizi, Popolo,” but the 
serious Verdian will be fascinated 
by the composer’s first thoughts. 
Besides, as is usual with this Festi¬ 
val, the singing is first-rate. The 
star is their heroic Chinese tenor, 
Warren Mok (who, in old SFO 
days, would have made his US 
debut here by now). Baritone Vit¬ 
torio Vitelli (Boccanegra) and so¬ 
prano Annalisa Raspagliosi 
(Amelia) are alive and kicking, but 
I still have my doubts about bass 
Francesco Ellero D’Artegna (Fi- 
esco). Renato Palumbo conducts. 


Fabio Armiliato Sings a 
Tribute to Verdi (Romeo 
Records) Armiliato, who sang in 
SF earlier in his career, has Corel¬ 
li delusions, probably because he 
is tall, slender and has a loud 
voice. He’s an honest, plangent 
tenor without much subtlety. The 
disc contains, in addition to arias 
from Macbeth, Masnadieri, Boc¬ 
canegra, Balio, Forza and Otello, 
the hilarious “Hymn of Nations” 
(1862), 12 minutes of national an¬ 
thems and bombastic poetry. Give 
this disc to someone who thinks 
they have heard it all. 


Thomas Hampson Sings 
Verdi (EMI) Very strangely, too. 
His liquid legato and beautifully 
cultivated tone make for some 
sensational vocalism in the French 
versions of Trovatore and Vepres 
siciliennes, but too often he sings a 
slow aria without its vigorous ca- 
baletta. How odd, then, to hear 
Germont’s cabaletta, almost never 
performed on stage. Not even 
Hampson’s mellifluous baritone 
can convince me this isn’t the 
dullest thing Verdi ever wrote. 

Les Introuvables du Chant 
Verdien (EMI; eight discs) In- 
trouvable literally means “lost,” yet 
most of us know these perfor¬ 
mances by early singers from 
other sources. Still, in addition to 


the usual suspects — Christoff, 
Battistini, Tetrazzini, Gigli, Gobbi, 
Rethberg, Destinn, Martinelli, Ta- 
magno (the original Otello, here 
past his prime) and Pertile — 
there are discoveries. Try Charles 
Dalmores (1907) or C6sarVezzani 
(1929) as Manrico. Or Bjorn Talen 
and Lola de Padilla in Traviata 
(1920), Florence Austral’s Aida 
(1927), and various super Otellos 
from the ’20s — John O’Sullivan, 
Tino Pattiera, Giuseppe Borgatti, 
or my favorite, Renato Zanelli. 
Who knew? 

Plus, I’d buy this set for its 
photo of the young, 
drop-dead-gorgeous Giacomo 
Lauri-Volpi, the Met’s first Calaf. 
His only vocal contribution here 
is a ringing “Esultate!” which 
makes you want to hear the rest of 
the opera. Italians sometimes refer 


Gorgeous Giacomo Lauri-Volpi 


to Lauri-Volpi’s bright, hyper¬ 
masculine timbre as “balls in the 
throat.” I can’t top that. ▼ 


San Francisco Opera’s summer 
Verdi Celebration runs through 
July 1. Info and tickets at 
(415) 864-3330 or at 
www.sfopera.com. 


Operatic 

potpourri 


by Jason Serinus 


W ith the San Francisco 
Opera’s Verdi Celebration 
underway and the San 
Francisco Symphony winding up 
its season with vocal perfor¬ 
mances by Thomas Hampson, 
everyone under the sun in 
Mahler’s Symphony of a Thousand, 
and Frederica von Stade in 
Mozart, opera is in the air. Let us 
seize the opportunity to investi¬ 
gate a pair of recent opera releas¬ 
es that deserve the attention of far 
more than one opera queen. 


and hushed, honeyed sweetness. 
Holding nothing back, his “La 
donna e mobile” is so forward and 
stunning that he indulges both the 
audience and himself by encoring 
the second verse, again nailing the 
high C to perfection. 

Hearing these two encourage 
each other to go all out helps ex¬ 
plain why, just six years later, 
Cailas’ wobble increasingly in¬ 
truded on her fraying upper 
range, and Di Stefano’s high notes 
were less sung than shouted. Take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
hear these two colossal singers 
when their voices were the equal 
of their egos. 
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now that we got your attention. 


Dragapella deluxe 

The Kinsey Sicks kick off their national tour 




by Bob Roehr 


T hey’re a celebration of big 
hair, tight harmony, loose 
morals, and sharp wit, all 
wrapped around the teeming ab¬ 
surdities of daily life. They’re the 
Kinsey Sicks, the world’s most 
fabulous a cappella drag queen 
beautyshop quartet. Regardless 
how you string the words togeth¬ 
er, the Sicks are a unique and ex¬ 
hilarating experience that is on a 
fast track to stardom. 

The Kinsey Sicks are explod¬ 
ing out of San Francisco to hit gay 
pride celebrations in cities across 
the nation before the fireworks of 
a July 4th opening in Province- 
town for a run through Labor 
Day. Fall takes them to an open- 
ended stay Off-Broadway in the 
Big Apple. 

It all started as a hoot, dress¬ 
ing up as the Andrews Sisters for a 
Bette Midler concert to usher in 
the new year of 1994. As the gag¬ 
gle of friends wandered home that 
night, there was a kind of sponta¬ 
neous combustion of song that 
lasted until three in the morning. 

They considered several names 
but settled on the Kinsey Sicks to 
“make it clear that we’re queer and 
that we have ... challenging sens¬ 
es of humor,” says Ben Schatz, one 
of the outrageously entertaining 
quartet. 

The name is a play on the six- 
point scale of sexual orientation 
devised by famed researcher Al¬ 
fred Kinsey. (Guess which end 
they’re at.) Their choice in a name 
speaks of the intelligence, sophis¬ 
tication, and self-deprecating, sex¬ 
ually-charged sense of humor that 
permeates a Sicks experience. 

“This is about four very 
strange and troubled women, al¬ 
though it is not always clear that 
they are actually women,” says 
Schatz. “If anything, we are paro¬ 
dying drag as we are parodying 
everything else. We are not trying 
to pass as women by any means. 
And it’s a damn good thing — 
we’d be miserable, abject failures.” 

Muni stomp 

They debuted outside the 
Muni station at Harvey Milk Plaza 
in their stomping grounds of the 
Castro, in July 1994. They were 
just “thrilled” that people dropped 
$37 into the carved buck duck 
used to gather donations, recalls 
Schatz. His alter ego is the pert, 
slutty tart Rachel. 

The personalities have evolved 
over time. “Rachel used to be 
bitchier, and then I got some feed¬ 
back that a little vulnerability 
would be nice. So now she is both 
bitchy and vulnerable.” The other 
“girls” are the glamorous diva 
Trixie, the anal-retentive Tupper- 
ware fanatic Winnie, and Tram- 
polina, the Marge Simpson-bee- 


Top to bottom: Irwin Keller, Maurice Kelly, Ben Schatz, Chris Dilley 


hived ingenue of the group. 

Bette has inspired lots of folks, 
but the Sicks are one of the few 
acts worthy of the comparison. 
They are originals, not imitations, 
who deliver on the promise of 
brassy over-the-top personalities, 
flamboyant showmanship, and 
music so good it takes your breath 
away. 

Schatz is the group’s principle 
lyricist, but everyone lends a hand 
at reshaping things in rehearsal. 
He says, “The point is to come up 
with something as good as possi¬ 
ble. And that means having to let 
go of some ego.” 

The words are sharp and in¬ 
sightful, perhaps a bit more risque 
than one would expect from a guy 
who went to Harvard, stayed for 
law school, and-was welcomed at 
the White House as an advisor on 
AIDS. The songs embrace the di¬ 
chotomies of gay life and contem¬ 
porary society. 

Take the 1963 girl group 
chart-topper “I Will Follow Him” 
by Little Peggy March (please!). 
The Sicks remade it as “I Will 
Swallow Him,” with lyrics that in¬ 
clude: “For kneeling I always will 
be/ And nothing can make me un¬ 
safe/ Except booze or Ecstasy.” 

“I’m particularly proud of that 
song,” says Schatz. “I think that is 
part of why people like us, we’re 
not just silly drag queens. We sing 
a lot better than people expect us 


to, and our lyrics are intelligent 
and provocative. Sometimes there 
is some real content to it, and 
sometimes it’s just silly. 

“One of the things I love doing 
most is pushing the envelope,” he 
says, but that has become more 
difficult as gays have become more 
accepted by society. “I loved being 
a gay rights lawyer, and I loved 
being an executive director [of the 
Gay and Lesbian Medical Associa¬ 
tion],” says Schatz. But he also 
finds real joy in performing. 
“Right now, I think I can reach 
more people by being a singing 


be proud, 
protect 
yourself, 
protect your 
community. 


Cross(dress)-country tour 

K insey Sicks (www.kinseysicks.com) play a one-night-only San 
Francisco concert Friday, June 29, 7:30 p.m. at the Herbst 
Theatre, 401 Van Ness Avenue. For tickets ($18-30), call (415) 
392-4400. 

The Sicks also perform this summer in: 

Boston — June 3, Pride Block Party benefit for AIDS Action 
Chicagocanceled 

Denver —- June 22, Laughing with Pride III 
Provincetown — July 4 through Labor Day at Tropical Joe’s 
St. Petersburg — June 16, Gay Pride, Suncoast Hotel & Resort 
Washington, DC — June 10, Capital Pride, on Pennsylvania Av¬ 
enue V 


drag queen than by being a talk¬ 
ing head.” 

Filling holes 

The music is hard to pigeon¬ 
hole, or perhaps it is more accu¬ 
rate to say that the Sicks can fill 
any pigeonhole as they ricochet 
between male and female person¬ 
ae and voices. They handle classic 
doo-wop in songs like “Take Me 
Home to Meet your Mama” (the 
fears of introducing a drag queen 
to Mom), and the countryish trib¬ 
ute to Karen Carpenter, “Lifesize 
Jesus,” that tromps the line be¬ 
tween pathos and laughter in size- 
12 pumps. 

The bubblegum bounce of the 
Jackson Five’s “ABC” morphs into 
“AZT.” It may be followed by a re¬ 
naissance madrigal reworked into 
a leather paean, “April Sat on My 
Master’s Face.” “Titanic: Why 
Does Celine Go On?” gives the 
Canadian diva an amazing note- 
for-note run for her money, even 
while mocking the colossal ego. 

“One of the things that we try 
to do, and I think we succeed, is 
that people don’t know where we 
are going to take them,” says 
Schatz. “And that is on any given 
song. Is this going to be funny? Is 
this going to be serious? Is this 
going to be somewhere in-be¬ 
tween? We try to stretch people.” 

Unlike so many “novelty” acts 
that quickly become boring once 
you get the point, the Sicks hold up 
to repeated listening. It’s because of 
the great love and respect they 
show for the music and perform¬ 
ers they lampoon. That comes 
across in concert and their two 
CDs, Dragapella! and Boyz 2 Girlz. 

“We have to be musically up 
there with other a cappella 
groups,” says Schatz. “We want our 
lyrics to be as good as any lyrics 
that were written. We have to have 
stage presence that is as good as 
any theater group. And, of course, 
we have to have our drag be inter¬ 
esting. Those four things are a lot 
of work.” ▼ 


Haf/if 

Sueer 

Pride 

Ss-ti 

Fraficisc©! 


No matter who 
you are or who 
you like to get 
down with, 
Good Vibrations 
wishes you a 
Pride Month filled 
with pleasure! 


Good 

Vibrations 

Making your pleasure 
our business since 1977. 


1210 Valencia St., San Francisco 
415/974-8980 

2504 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley 
510/841-8987 


l-8oo -ftvY-Vi&fc 
goodv ibes.coin 


Saturday 6/2 5C0“9:30pm 
tuesday 6/5 5s30~9:30pm 
Wednesday 6/6 500~9:30pm 
friday6/8 5:30-9:30pm 
Saturday 6/9 5:30 _ 9:30pm 
monday6/ll 5j30~9:30pm 
tuesday 6/12 5C0-9:30pm 
Wednesday 6A3 5s30-9:30pm 
friday 6/15 5*30-9:30pm 
Saturday 6/16 5C0“9:30pm 
monday6/l8 5s30“9:30pm 
tuesday 6A9 5s30-9:30pm 
Wednesday 6/20 5CO-9:30pm 
friday6/22 5:30-9:30pin 
Saturday 6/23 5:30-9:30pm 
monday 6/25 5s30-9:30pm 
tuesday 6/26 5:30-9:30pm 
7th ANNUAL HIV TESTING DAY 
Wednesday 6/27 noon-midnite 
friday6/29 5:30“9:30pm 
Saturday 6/30 500--9:30pm 


last year in LA county there was a syphilis Outbreak amo 
men who have sex -with men. STD s are everybody’s protlLei 

solve the PROBLEM...pIay safe and get uGSTO 
...don’t keep on giving the gift that keeps on giving. 

June is SEXUAL HEALTH AWARENESS 

MONTH at the Steamworks 

. , be one of the first200testes_ 

mmm ’” ___ and receive a special FREE 

locker pass for your next visit 


^ippMiipr 1 m^m^m 


BERKELEY CA CHICAGO IL SAN JUAN PR 

24/7 MEN'S BATHHOUSE 

2107 4th St / Berkeley 

510.845.8992 

www.SteamworksOnLlne.com 





























40 BAY AREA REPORTER 31 May 2001 





1 Rio kicks off its season of presenting outdoor screenings this 
with a showing of Ma Vie en Rose, Alain Berliner’s tale 


t summer 

of young Ludovic (Georges du Fresne, pictured), a boy who 
desperately wants to be a girl, and the people who love him. Candy- 
colored fantasy sequences distinguish this 1997 film, in French with 
English subtitles. Tuesday, June 5: 6:30-8 p.m. free BBQ; screening 
at sunset, approx. 8:30 p.m. El Rio bar, 3158 Mission St. $7. Dress 
warmly. Info: (415) 282-3325. T 


Enjoy the Sun 

-g iBlIll® • -g I Wfi 

alongside our 


GAY AND BISEXUAL 
MEN'S CLUB & BATHS 

1010 THE ALAMEDA 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 
(4 0 8) 2 7 5-1215 

WWW.THEWATERCARDEN.COM 

OPEN 14 HOURS/7 PAYS A WEEK 


Knockout comix 


Boys will be girls 


M Arts cover 


until now has never published a 
title with “a lot of action and a lot 
of humor, and a lot of cloak-and- 
dagger and a lot of bouncy-boun¬ 
cy,” as Rodi smilingly describes it. 
Most other mags deal with super¬ 
heroes, and there’s the odd foray 
into science fiction, the supernat¬ 
ural or hard-boiled crime dramas. 
But Knockout is putting the comic 
back in comic book, poking fun at 
the conventions of spy thrillers, 
and in the process, at itself. 

Though a handful of comics 
from the industry’s #1 publisher 
might flirt with sex here and there, 
none have embraced the pleasures 
of the flesh as unabashedly as this 
one. While other comics are push¬ 
ing boundaries around violence, 
Knockout is doing it with sex. Far 
more than a martial arts expert, 
our biracial hero will happily uti¬ 
lize her priapism-inducing sex ap¬ 
peal and “highly volatile tantric 
techniques” to get the best of the 
bad guys. And Go-Go is even 
more brash with his sexuality than 
the cooler-headed Angela. 

It’s a trait already spiking de¬ 
bate on the message boards at DC 
Comics’ website, where most 
posters (gay and straight), hip to 
the tongue-in-cheek tone, are 
happy to meet such an unapolo- 
getic horndog as Go-Go. A few, 
however, have accused the comic 
of perpetuating stereotypes. One 
clueless reader even accused Rodi 
of being a homophobic straight 
man with no gay friends — to 
which Rodi responded, “Who you 
callin’ straight, jacko?” 


Princess talk 

Though he’s been reading 
comic books since he was a kid, 


gence, Rodi’s providing some¬ 
thing for everyone. Knockout 
boasts plenty of T8cA, of course, 
and some over-the-top action se¬ 
quences. But, with its unabashed¬ 
ly gay perspective, he’s making 
Knockout more than just “a little” 
subversive: Go-Go, for example, 
gets the honor of showing his cute 
bare ass first (guess where he hides 
the microfilm), while anyone 
panting to see Angela in the buff 
will have to wait for the official 
first issue, due out May 30. 

Go-Go gets all the best lines, 
many of which are intended for a 
more mature, pop-culture-sawy 
crowd. When, after all, is the last 
time you heard a spy quoting 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane? 
or cracking wise about water 
sports? With Go-Go’s penchant 
for causing trouble and getting 
into danger, it’s a safe bet Angela 
will find a catch phrase in her re¬ 
sponse from their initial adven¬ 
ture: “Oh, Go-Go! You didn't!” ▼ 


teased with and then denied at the 
end of first act. 

Stroman, who also has The Pro¬ 
ducers and The Music Man run¬ 
ning on Broadway, is the best thing 
to happen to musicals in years. 
She’s a beguiling master of the 
form, and Contact lets her redefine 
the form on her own terms. T 


Contact will run at the Curran 
Theatre through June 24. 
Tickets are $37-$80. Call 551- 
2000. 


ingly perform the music live with 
a full orchestra. 

La Farrell made lamentably few 
opera recordings. If you supple¬ 
ment this disc with her 1970 live 
recording discussed above, plus 
the pairing of her 1961 studio per¬ 
formances of the Gotter- 
dammerung Immolation Scene 
and five Wesendonck Lieder with 
her 1967 recording of the 
Liebestod, all with Lenny con¬ 
ducting the NY Philharmonic 
(Sony Royal Edition No. 100), I 
believe you’ll have all of her avail¬ 
able Wagner recordings. Turn off 
the lights, turn up the volume, and 
experience a voice that could carry 
all the way to Valhalla. ▼ 


Gay blade Go-Go Fiasco hides the secret microfilm in a very safe place, in Codename: Knockout. 


the 44-year-old Chicagoan only 
recently began writing them. 
Rodi’s career as an author is hap¬ 
pily defined by a string of success¬ 
ful novels, including Fag Hag and 
Closet Case. His newest, Bitch 
Goddess, will be out in 2002. One 
glimpse into this future came in 
1994, with Rodi’s farcical tome, 
What They Did to Princess 
Paragon, in which a gay cartoon¬ 
ist turns a Wonder Woman-esque 
icon into a lesbian to spike her 
market share. In the “odd syn- 
chronicities” file of life, Rodi got 
his start in the comics field two 
years ago through his friend Phil 
Jimenez, a gay writer/artist cur¬ 
rently steering DC’s Wonder 
Woman title to new heights of 
popularity. 

“I owe my career in comics to 
Phil,” Rodi says. “He invited me to 
write a gay romance story for 
Heart Throbs [a romance anthol¬ 
ogy] , and I thought it would be a 
hoot.” That eight-page short ulti¬ 
mately led to Codename: Knock¬ 
out, a gig Rodi believes he was of¬ 


fered because of his sense of 
humor and his flair for dialogue. 
“Also, I think [my editor] liked the 
idea of having a gay writer do a 
‘bad-girl book,”’ he says. “If you’re 


going to do a Vertigo book, you 
have to have a little bit of a sub¬ 
versive element, and I think that 
was it.” 

So, with ample wit and intelli- 


Contact 

◄ page 36 

other diners, and even the dessert 
cart. It’s a delightfully bittersweet 
saga that is acted with ominous ef¬ 
fectiveness by Adam Dannheisser 
and danced exquisitely by Meg 
Howrey. 

What Howrey doesn’t have 
that Karen Ziemba, her Broadway 
counterpart, possesses is an ex¬ 
pressive personality to comple¬ 
ment her dancing skills. Not a big 
problem, but it does take some 
edge off the piece. 

That’s also true in the final seg¬ 
ment, which fills out all of the sec¬ 
ond act. The glamorously tall 
Holly Cruikshank doesn’t quite 


project the real-life allure (or the 
briefly required acting skills) of 
Deborah Yates as the Girl the Yel¬ 
low Dress. This mysterious icon 
provides salvation for a suicidal 
advertising executive (well-played 
by Alan Campbell) who stumbles 
into a hip swing-dance club on a 
particularly pivotal night. 

It is here that Stroman really 
gets to cut loose, creating a phan¬ 
tasmagoria of dance that at first 
repels and then ensnares the trou¬ 
bled adman. It also provides the 
happy ending that we have been 


Operatic CDs 

M page 38 

before her, was warm and full on 
the bottom, and solid without 
being steely on top. But of the two 
sopranos, only Farrell brought to 
Wagner the same kind of sensual 
fullness that another great sopra¬ 
no, Leontyne Price, brought to 
Verdi. Farrell may not have 
brought to Isolde’s Liebestod the 
wealth of nuance and ecstatic pas¬ 
sion that the 42-year-old Lotte 
Lehmann conveyed in her famed 
1930 recording of the scene, but 
only Farrell had a voice big 
enough to allow her to convinc- 
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Tales of that other city 


by Jim Nawrocki 


In the City of Shy Hunters; by 
Tom Spanbauer, Grove Press $26 

I n the City of Shy Hunters is a 
large, sprawling novel, the third 
from Tom Spanbauer, whose 
last work was the highly-praised 
The Man Who Fell in Love With 
the Moon. The city referred to in 
the title of Spanbauer’s latest 
novel is New York City, specifical¬ 
ly the New York City of the 1980s. 
It is the dawn of the age of AIDS, 
and Will Parker, a shy, somewhat 
insecure young man who is strug¬ 
gling with his sexuality, and trying 
to come to terms with his past, ar¬ 
rives there to start a new life. 

Almos.t immediately after 
landing at La Guardia from 
Wyoming, Will is set upon by a 
quirky yet well-meaning band of 
characters who give him a ride in 
their van, and in so doing become 
his first new friends in his new 
city. These include True Shot, a 
kind of Native American 
wannabe, and True Shot’s cohort 
Ruby, a young transvestite. Their 


arrival in Will’s life is the first of 
many seemingly improbable but 
nevertheless life-changing events 
that befall Will as he makes his 
way in the Big Apple. 

Upon moving into his new 
apartment, Will meets his upstairs 
neighbor Rose, a six-foot five-inch 
African-American drag queen and 
performance artist who becomes 
an object of immediate fascina¬ 
tion for Will, and eventually, a love 
interest. Along the way, Will inter¬ 
acts with an assortment of many 
other colorful characters. These 
include his neighbor Mrs. Lupino, 
who is something of a crazy- 
woman-down-the-hall caricature, 
and the assorted waiters and 
cooks and bartenders at the 
trendy cafe where he works. In the 
City of Shy Hunters is a richly pop¬ 
ulated novel, woven through with 
the strands of many stories, it 
seems, and realized with a level of 
detail that helps anchor it as a 
1980s period piece. 

In addition to taking us back to 
the 1980s, Spanbauer also takes us 
back, in a series of flashbacks, to 
Will’s less-than-conventional 
childhood in 1960s Idaho. Will 



Author Tom Spanbauer 


comes from a classic textbook 
dysfunctional family: his mother 
is afraid of and unwilling to ac¬ 
knowledge the incestuous rela¬ 
tionship between Will’s overbear¬ 
ing father and his sister Bobbie. 
Will, meanwhile, is at once tor¬ 
mented and enraptured by his 


White elephant 


by Robert Julian 


True Enough by Stephen Mc¬ 
Cauley; Simon and Schuster, $24 

B oston author Stephen Mc¬ 
Cauley apparently likes to 
write about the intersecting 
lives of gay and straight Ameri¬ 
cans. His gay-themed second 
novel, The Object of My Affection, 
was made into a charming and 
heart-warming film starring Jen¬ 
nifer Anniston. With his fourth 
novel, True Enough, McCauley 
forges another gay/straight alliance 
between a Manhattan biographer 
(Desmond) and a 40-year-old 
married PBS television producer 
(Jane), whose lives cross when 
Desmond takes a temporary 
teaching job in Boston at a univer¬ 
sity where Jane’s husband teaches. 

Desmond has one published 
biography and a second stalled ef¬ 
fort that just won’t come together. 
There are also tensions between 
him and his lover, Russell, that are 
equally difficult to resolve. Mean¬ 


while, in Boston, Jane is unful¬ 
filled in her marriage, and her ca¬ 
reer is in neutral. When Jane and 
Desmond join forces, the superfi¬ 
cial roadblocks to success are re¬ 
solved by a joint project initiated 
for her PBS station. This highly 
commendable premise is unfortu¬ 
nately pummeled into a mound of 
literary excrement by McCauley’s 
writing, which, at its very best, is 
mildly annoying. 

McCauley is one of those writ¬ 
ers who likes to tell readers about 
the jewelry selection of a woman 
eating lunch at a table next to his 
main characters. He will reveal her 
thought process, her attitude to¬ 
ward herself, and her fashion sen¬ 
sibility; then she will disappear 
and never be referenced again. A 
certain amount of this illuminates 
the mise en scene and enriches a 
story. But McCauley slathers 
meaningless details across each 
page, creating extraordinary tedi¬ 
um at every turn and slowing 
down the progression of the nar¬ 
rative. Then there are his main 
characters. 



ENOUGH 


* snrmtet ** M*mm' 


Both Desmond and Jane are 
exceptionally bright, educated 
urban professionals who are given 
to gross immaturity and/or com¬ 
pletely neurotic behavior. They 
are such unlikeable twits, it quick¬ 
ly becomes impossible to care 
what happens in their lives. Mc¬ 
Cauley does a skillful job of weav¬ 
ing their stories together, but who 
cares? True Enough is an astound¬ 
ing waste of time. If it arrives on 
your doorstep as a gift, put it away 
immediately and hold it for your 
next White Elephant sale. T 
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love for his best friend, a hand¬ 
some Native American boy named 
Charlie 2 Moons. Together, Will, 
Charlie and Bobbie form a kind of 
Three Musketeers relationship of 
shared secrets and all-for-one, 
one-for-all camaraderie. This re¬ 
lationship blossoms into a strange 
sexual union among the three, a 
union that includes an incestuous 
encounter between Will and his 
sister. Eventually, it culminates in 
tragedy and betrayal. When Will 
finally arrives in New York, he car¬ 
ries with him unresolved feelings 
of guilt that send him on a quest 
for Charlie 2 Moons, who preced¬ 
ed him to the city. 

The dark side 

As if all of these psychic strug¬ 
gles weren’t enough, Will and his 
friends have to contend with 
AIDS, which takes hold in the 
community and begins to claim 
its many victims. References to the 
Reagan Administration, Rock 
Hudson’s death and other AIDS 
hallmarks remind us of the early 
controversies and protests engen¬ 
dered by the arrival of the “gay 
plague.” Spanbauer becomes 
overtly political about the epi¬ 
demic through Rose, whose jere¬ 
miads about racism, classism and 
the government’s ineffectual AIDS 
policies sound downright preachy 
at times. When Rose himself be¬ 
comes sick, his death becomes an 
almost improbable bit of theater 
and spectacle. 

Will’s kinship with a variety of 
street people and drug users also 
allows Spanbauer to examine an¬ 
other dark side of the “booming 
’80s”— the plight of the poor and 
homeless. Will and his friends fre¬ 


quent Tompkins Square Park, 
which has become a large home¬ 
less encampment and later figures 
in a climactic struggle between the 
police and the legions of the dis¬ 
enfranchised who live there. At 
one point, in a compare-and-con- 
trast exercise that seems some¬ 
what contrived and forced, Will 
walks through the dark park at 
night with the well-heeled parents 
of one of his coworkers. Here they 
just happen to bump into Ruby, 
considerably worse for the wear, 
and all narrowly avoid a con¬ 
frontation with the police. 

Spanbauer seems to rely heav¬ 
ily on deus ex machina plot turns 
and sometimes all-too-blatant 
symbolism. The late-night walk 
through the park is one example. 
Another is the tyrannical cop who 
patrols Tompkins Square Park and 
who has incurred the wrath of 
Rose and many others — his 
name, which is often referenced, is 
Richard White. Spanbauer also 
employs a number of stylistic de¬ 
vices, including the mantra-like 
repetition of certain symbolic 
stock phrases, that give the novel 
a strange, deja vw-like quality. 

Spanbauer does a good job of 
evoldng the feel and mood of gay 
New York in the 1980s, and he 
peoples his novel with a memo¬ 
rable array of characters, some of 
them more fleshed out than oth¬ 
ers. Spanning a five-year period 
from 1983 to 1988, and taking on 
such weighty issues as AIDS, the 
economic disparities of the Rea¬ 
gan years, incest and lost love, In 
the City of Shy Hunters is an am¬ 
bitious novel. One wonders, 
though, if Spanbauer hasn’t taken 
on too much. T 
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Mary Armentrout explores 
The Psychopathology 
of Everyday Life ^ 
at Dance Mission 
Theater. 


See 


Friday 


Vong Phrommala. $20, $25, 
$30. 8pm. Thru June 3. 

YBCA Theater, 700 Howard 
St. (at 3rd St.). Info/tix: 552- 
7709; queerculturalcenter.org 

Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts 

AIRspace artist-in-residence 
Stephen Pelton Dance Theater 
presents a workshop produc¬ 
tion of "When October 
Goes...," which uses sound 
movement, and images form 
the world of baseball to look 
at issues of gender, competi¬ 
tion, wistfulness, Americana 
and aging. Plus excerpts from 
"The Hurdy Gurdy Man," a 
portrayal of Adolf Hitler. Fol¬ 


lowed by discussion with audi¬ 
ence. $5-$10 sliding (NO- 
TAFLOF). 8pm. 1519 Mission 
St. Info: 554-0402. 

Dance Mission Theater 

Mary Armentrout Dance The¬ 
ater presents "The Psy¬ 
chopathology of Everyday 
Life," a work for five dancers 
with an original sound score 
and video. The piece explores 
how often when we say one 
thing, our body says another. 
Plus short works by Merlin 
Coleman, Alma Cunningham, 
Christy Funsch, and Kristin 
Lemberg (RK Corral). 8pm. 
Also on June 2, 8 & 9. 3316 
24th St. (at Mission St.). 


Out&About 


Tix/info: (510) 845-8604. 

CELLspace 

Soundlab presents "World 
Remix," a new world-music 
series, tonight featuring The 
Ali Khan Band (Qawwali, jazz 
fusion, rap, and Bhangra), 
with Mix Tape From Mars 
(extreme vocal techniques 
w/throat singing, didjeridu, 
and beat box), and Jou Jour 
(Balkan, Appalachian, Italian 
and Greek songs — goofy int'l 
folk jazz). $12-$15 sliding. 
8:30pm. 2050 Bryant St. (at 
18th St.). Tix/info: 430- 
1269, ext. 2126; www.cell- 
space.org 

Theatre on the Square 

Extended run: "Dirty 
Blonde," the show reviewers 
rave about, centering on two 
New York loners-turned- 
lovers who share an obsession 
with voluptuous stage and 
film icon Mae West. Written 
by Claudia Shear and con¬ 
ceived by Shear and director 
James Lapine. $30-$50. 8pm 
Tue., Wed., Thu.; 8:30pm 
Fri.; 3pm & 8:30pm Sat.; 

3pm & 7pm Sun. Thru July 
29. 450 Post St. Tix/info: 
433-9500; www.theatreon- 
thesquare.com 

SF Public Library 

"Share the Thrill. Return the 
Books!" Amnesty has been 
declared for 15 days for those 
holding overdue books. Return 
them in good condition with¬ 
out penalty. Patrons encour¬ 
aged to share their stories 
about why their books are 
overdue. Info: 557-4277. 

Thick House 

Encore Theatre Company, 
under the artistic direction of 
Lisa Steindler (co-producer of 
Leigh Fondakowski's "I Think 
I Like Girls"), presents a 
showcase of new works-in- 
progress over the course of a 
week. Tonight: "Circling the 
Drain" by playwright Dan 
Basila, directed by Dana 
Edel. $10. 8pm. Also on 6/3, 
6/7, & 6/8, plus 6/2 at 
9:30pm. Info: 401-8081. 

Luna Sea Women’s 
Gallery 

Opening reception: "Sodom," 
an exhibition of color pho¬ 
tographs by Farika. The im¬ 
ages depict "a land of sin, 
filth, and true bacchanalia. 
Complete and utter deca¬ 
dence. A place of decay and 
debauchery, of revelry and 
amusement. A feast, if you 
will. A party that offends." 
Free. 7-10pm. 2940 16th St. 
Info: www.farika.com 

St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church 

The Music Theater Collective, 
a nonprofit consortium of Bay 
Area composers of opera and 
musical theater, presents "A 


Coming 

events 


t’s times like these — crazy busy — 

that drive events-calendar editors 

to distraction. I spent my holiday 
vacation in meditation at Esalen In¬ 
stitute, perched on the dramatic cliffs 
of Big Sur, clearing my mind in antic¬ 
ipation of a couple months’ of insan¬ 
ity as our little queer universe ex¬ 
plodes with arts and cultural festivals. 

You’ll Find most if not all the 
events of this week’s National Queer 
Arts Festival (NQAF) listed opposite. 
In this space let me mention a few 
things coming up as our ciyt’s most 
multifaceted, multicultural arts.festi¬ 
val continues into the weeks ahead. 

While dance is integral to all as¬ 
pects of the NQAF, it takes center stage 
with the 5th anniversary celebration of 
the SF Lesbian and Gay Dance Festi¬ 
val, which happens in two parts at 
Dance Mission Theater (3316 24th St. 
@ Mission). First off, “Queer Dance: 
Sex and Comedy” (June 15-17 at 8pm) 
taps the choreographic skills of Laura 
Bernasconi, Tara Brandel/Mna Rua, 
Sara Sean Dorsey, Kim Epifano, 
Michelle Ito, Julie Kane/Mercy Sid- 
bury, Jared Kaplan/Gabriel Todd, and 
KT Nelson/Brian Fisher. This site-spe¬ 
cific performance offers what the or¬ 
ganizers term “a fanciful collage about 
the genderqueer body, fantasy and 
flight attendants, the importance of 
sex, grief and transformation, extreme 
states that push the mind and body 
(touching the limits of existence), wild 
satire, and the power of a quiet, erotic 
adagio.” 

Weekends two and three of the 
dance fest showcase “Moveable Feast” 
(June 22 & 24; June 29-July 1), com¬ 
missioned works by six artists, each 
15-20 minutes in length. Featured will 
be Jesselito Bie/Steamroller’s latest 
site-specific work, “FLAUNT,” which 
turns the 24th St. BART station plaza 
into a large outdoor stage/runway; 
four duets and a quintet by Remy 
Charlip (June 22 & 24 only); a collab¬ 
orative piece by Sue Roginsky and 
Stephanie Schaaf, “Dust”; Yannis Ado- 
niou’s Kunst-Stoffy; Krissy Keefer’s 
Dance Brigade, and Anne Bluethen- 
thal and guests. Tickets for these 
events range $15-$20. Phone 273- 
463J. 

Following his hugely successful ap¬ 
pearance in Erling Wold’s opera 
Queer, Trauma Flintstone returns to 
his roots in “A Return to the Caffe 
Cino, Parts I (June 9) ^nd II (June 
14), a reprising of his AIRspace pro¬ 
gram. The show, which takes place at 
the Harvey Milk Civil Rights Acade¬ 
my, features Flintstone in a variety of 
“pre-Stonewall” theater pieces, in¬ 
cluding (in Part I) “The Madness of 
Lady Bright” by Lanford Wilson, and 
“Bittersweet Eros,” a one-act travesty 
based on Terrence McNally’s play 
“Sweet Eros.” With Steven LeMay. Part 
II includes “Georgie Porgie” by 
George Birimisa, and “What Is Mak¬ 
ing Gilda So Gray?” by Tom Eyen. 
With David Ortman.V 


For a complete listing of National 
GUieer Arts Festival events, log on 
to www.queerculturalcenter.org. 
Phone 552-7709. 


f ri 

Harvey Milk Civil 
Rights Academy 

More than 200 K-5 students 
from this multicultural, civil- 
rights-based, alternative 
school will participate in the 
unveiling of "Raven Brings 
Light," a huge mural painted 
in acrylics on seven wood pan¬ 
els that span 28-feet wide and 

8- feet high. For this dedica¬ 
tion, the piece will be in¬ 
stalled in the schoolyard at 
Collingwood and 19th St. The 
project is the culmination of a 

9- month residency for artist 
Tiffany Graham and students 
at the school, funded by the 
California Arts Council. The 
Native American theme was 
selected for its spirit of hope. 
Free. 2pm. Collingwood and 
19th streets. 

Women’s Building 

Opening night gala: "National 
Queer Arts Festival 2001," 
featuring readings by interna¬ 
tionally acclaimed authors 
Alice Walker, Dorothy Alli¬ 
son, and Jewelle Gomez. A 
benefit for the QCC Lesbian 
Writer's Fund. $25-$50 slid¬ 
ing. 8pm. 3543 18th St. (at 
Valencia). Tix: 552-7709; 
www.queerculturalcenter.org 

Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents the Joe Goode Per¬ 
formance Group in "What the 
Body Knows," choreographer 
Goode's newest work, to be 
staged along with "Take 
Place" and "Hapless." Fea¬ 
turing dancers Goode, Liz 
Burritt, Marc Morozumi, Jen¬ 
nifer Cook, Felipe Barrueto- 
Cabello, Marit Brook- 
Kothlow, Paul Benney, and 


V Take-a peek at debauchery 1 
Club '220, See Saturday. 


World of Song," a recital of | 

songs and opera arias by local , 

composers. $10. 8pm. 16th 1 

St. & Dolores (across from « 

Mission Dolores). Info: 863- 
6371; www.musictheatercol- \ 

lective.org r 

Escape from New York jj 

Pizza (downtown) j 

Marc Hoftadter and Leonard ( 

Cirino read their poetry in a ; 

benefit for the SF AIDS Foun- \ 

dation. $5. 7:30pm. 333 ] 

Bush St. (at Montgomery). ( 

Info: www.poetryandpizza. 
homestead.com 

Club Townsend 

Page Hodel spins fierce hip- 
hop & house at "Club Q," a 
monthly dance party for 
women. Featuring a delicious ; 
performance by the Club Q 
Dancers. $12. 9pm-3am. 177 
Townsend St. 



Mission 

Cultural Center 

Queer Latino Art Festival pre¬ 
sents the opening reception of 
"QueLACo Visual Art Exhibi¬ 
tion," curated by Ester Her¬ 
nandez and Antonio Es¬ 
calante, featuring a variety of 
work by emerging and estab- ; 
lished artists representing 25 
years of Latino visual art. $5. 
7-9pm. Info: 648-3702; 
www.QueLACo.org 

Women’s Building 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents "Plays of 
Passion/Passion Plays," a 
screening of five short films 
("Next," "Screen Play," 
"Rigoletto," "Achilles," and ; 
"Gilbert and Sullivan") and i 
discussion with Barry Purves, 
contemporary master of pup¬ 
pet animation. He will discuss 
how his identity as a gay man ] 
has informed his work. $15. 1 
7pm. 3543 18th St. (at Va¬ 
lencia). Tix/info: www.queer- 
culturalcenter.org 

Women’s Building 

National Queer Arts Festival ; 
presents "Greatest Spits" CD j 
release party, featuring spo- ! 
ken word performances by a 
dozen artists from past Sister 
Spit tours. $7-$10 sliding. 
9:30pm. 3543 18th St. (at 
Valencia). Tix/info: 
www.queerculturalcenter.org 

Brava Theater Center 

"Queeriosity,"^ night of 
youth unity and celebrations 
of queer voices," featuring 
DJs, spoken word, live art, 
youth empowerment, family, 
mind, body, spirit. Free. 7- 
11pm. 2781 24th St. Info: 
661-6427. 

New Conservatory 
Theatre Center 

In concert: "Forever Plaid," 
the 1950s-style revue by Stu¬ 
art Ross, directed by Earl 
Weaver. This goofy piece cen¬ 
ters on four young, eager guys 
singing '50s pop songs in 
close harmony and squabbling 
boyishly over the smallest in¬ 
tonations. $16-$32. 8pm 
(2pm Sun.). Thru July 8. 25 
Van Ness Ave. (near Market). 
Tix/info: 861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Club 220 

Special sneak preview and 
benefit: "Debauchery," a rad¬ 
ical, uncensored dyke movie 
in the making. Sneak peeks of 
live scenes from the film; live 
dyke sex theatre; dance to 
hot, audible-art by Androgy¬ 
nous Androids; pillage 
eXXXtra raunchy garage sale; 
win toys in a dirty raffle; play 
in dark corners; envy cos¬ 
tumes by The Moral Minority, 
Inc. (Club Rubbish). Strict 
slut attire required (fetish; 
latex, and freaky). $12-$25 
sliding. Doors open 9pm; 
show at 10:30pm; dancing till 
2am. 220 Jones St. (at 
Eddy/Turk). Info: debauch- 
ery_2000@hotmail.com 


■m 
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Women’s Building 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents "The Case of Aileen 
Wuornos: The Legal, Psycho¬ 
logical, and Social Conse¬ 
quences of Childhood Abuse," 
a screening of Nick Broom¬ 
field's documentary Aileen 
Wuornos: The Selling of a Se¬ 
rial Killer, followed by a 
panel discussion with artists 
and activists, including Carla 
Lucero, composer and libret¬ 
tist for the upcoming 
Wuornos Opera. Free. 2pm. 
3543 18th St. (at Valencia). 
Info: 554-0402; www.queer- 
culturalcenter.org 

SomArts Cultural 
Center 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents "Intercourse: A Sex 
and Gender Spoken Word 
Recipe for Revolution: Inter¬ 
sex, Transgender, Transsexu¬ 
al, and Genderqueer People 
Speak Their Truths." Perfor¬ 
mance and discourse about 
sex and gender from those 
whose very existence questions 
and challenges societal norms. 
Featuring Max Valerio, Coop¬ 
er Lee Bombardier, Solidad 
diCosta, Kristi Bruce, Kassy 
Kayiatos, Marcus Rene Van, 
Red Jordan Arobateau, Thea 
Hillman, James Green, and 
Storm Florez. $5-$50 sliding. 
7pm. 934 Brannan St. (at 8th 
St.). Info: 552-7709; 
www.queerculturalcenter.org 

SomArts 
Cultural Center 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents the opening reception 
of "Lesbian ConneXion/s, a 
traveling photo exhibit that 
captures the variety of 
lifestyles, options, meanings, 
and visions that exist in les¬ 
bian circles. The work began 
in 1995 when photographers 
Marian Bakker and Traude 
Buhrmann invited their col¬ 
leagues all over Europe to 
submit work on any subject — 
so long as there was a lesbian 
connection. Free (donations 
encouraged). 4-7pm. Thru 
June 23. 934 Brannan St. (at 
8th St.). Info: 552-7709; 
www.queerculturalcenter.org 

SomArts 
Cultural Center 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents the launch and recep¬ 
tion for QccTV, a new online 
program being developed for 
the Queer Cultural Center by 
Rudy Lemcke. QccTV will 
stream interviews, readings, 
and live performances on its 
website. Free (donations en¬ 
couraged). 4-7pm. 934 Bran¬ 
nan St. (at 8th St.). 

Maritime Museum 

New Leaf Outreach to Elders 
invite women to celebrate 
LGBT Pride Month with 
dancing to tunes by DJ Lori 
Z. Lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender women of all 
ages welcome. Free. 3-6pm. 
890 Beach St. Info: Valerie at 
255-2937, ext. 308 


SF Main 
Public Library 

The James C. Hormel Lesbian 
and Gay Center presents the 
launch of the Intergeneration 
Performance Series 1: "An 
Afternoon at the Blue ele¬ 
phant," a collection of short 
plays, readings, digital-video 
shorts and performance works 
created by queer youth, adults 
and seniors. Free. 2pm. 100 
Larkin St., Lower Level, 

Room 58B. Info: 695-0933. 


Piaf’s Restaurant 
& Cabaret 

QComedy.com presents "Gay 
Comedy Showcase at Piaf's," 
this week hosted by Janis Lip- 
ton. Plus Julie Goldman from 
New York, Mary C. 

Matthews, Bob Douglas, 
Tracey Rose, Erin Souza, 
Bridget Schwartz, and more. 
$5. 8pm. 1686 Market St. (at 
Gough). Info: 541-5610. No 
reservations necessary. 

ATA Gallery 

Openly heterosexual Tasman¬ 
ian photographer Tony Ryan 
exhibits "My Beautiful Sis¬ 
ter," images re-defining the 
female nude, contemplating 
what it means to be a hetero 
male in the age of Grrl 
Power. On display 2-10pm 
Mon.-Sat. thru July 3. Recep¬ 
tion for the artist on June 28. 
Artists' Television Access, 

992 Valencia St. Info: 824- 
3890; www.atasite.org 


Noh Space 

Theatre of Yugen, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the initial rehearsal 
period for Crazy Horse, presents 
a workshop onTMative American 
music with Christine Madden. 
Part of a series of workshops 
taking place this week at Noh 
Space, led by masters of Noh 
and Native American musical 
styles. $25.4:30-6:30pm. 2840 
Mariposa St. Info/registration: 
621-0507. 


Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts 

National Queer Arts Festival 
and the JSC present "An 
Evening of Fiction with Ran¬ 
dall Kenan and R. Zamora 
Linmark." Prize-winning 
African-American writer Ran¬ 
dall Kenan has been called 
"our 'black' Garcia Marquez" 
by novelist Terry McMillan. 

He is the author of the novel 
A Visitation of Spirits, the 
brilliant collection of stories, 
Let the Dead Bury Their 
Dead, and most recently, the 
journalistic account Walking 
on Water: Black American 
Lives at the Turn of the Twen¬ 
ty-First Century. Fulbright 
Scholar R. Zamora Linmark 
is the author of Rolling The 
R's, which he is currently 
adapting for the stage. He is 
at work on his second novel, 
Leche, and a poetry collec¬ 
tion. He is a recipient of the 
2000 National Endowment 
for the Arts fellowship in po¬ 
etry. $5-$10 sliding scale 8 
pm. 1519 Mission St. @ 11th 
St. Tix/info: 554-0402 

Cowell Theater, 

Fort Mason Center 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents AXIS Dance Compa¬ 
ny in "Voyages Elsewhere and 
Between," a program includ¬ 
ing an as-yet untitled work by 
dance innovator Stephen 
Petronio; local luminary 
Sonya Delwaide's "Suite sans 
Suite," a quirky collection of 
vignettes set to music by Tin 
Hat Trio; and "Up Syncline" 
by AXIS' own Alisa Rasera 
and Megan Schirle. Complet¬ 
ing the program is an aerial 
duet, "of Air," choreographed 
by Stephanie McGlynn and Uli 
Schmitz of AXIS, in its Bay 
Area premiere, and the encore 
performance of a "Fantasy in 
C Major" by Bill T. Jones. 
AXIS Dance Company has 
garnered national and interna¬ 
tional recognition for their 
artistic innovation with dis¬ 
abled and nondisabled dancers 
and choreographers. $18 ($15 
senior/disabled; $12 youth). 
Thu.-Sun., June 7-9, at 8 pm; 
Sunday, June 10 at 2 pm. 


AXIS Dance Company in Voyages 
Elsewhere and Between at Cowell 
Theater. See Wednesday. 


Buchanan & Marina sts. Tix: 
441-3687; Ticketweb.com 

The Usual, San Jose 

Club Papi presents "San Jose 
Gay Pride Kick Off Party," 
with live performance by 
dance music diva Janice 
Robinson of Livin' Joy, 
singing her hit song "I'm A 
Dreamer." Two rooms of 
music with DJs Jay-R of SF 
and Chago. Complimentary 
appetizer buffet. Go-go 
dancers galore. Prize give¬ 
aways. $8. 9:30pm-2am. 
21+w/ID. 400 S. 1st St., 
downtown San Jose. Info: 
(408) 535-8677; www.pa- 
pipresents.com 


Harvey Milk Civil 
Rights Academy 

National Queer Arts Festival 
presents "The Best of AIR- 
space Series," tonight featur¬ 
ing Alan Reade in "Bear-A- 
Go-Go!" — a very personal 
look at body image in the gay 
male world, as seen through 
the filter of the "bear" sub¬ 
culture. Reade, a native of 
SF, has been writing and per¬ 
forming poetry, comedy and 
multimedia pieces for well 
over a decade in Seattle, SF, 
and New York City. $7-$12 
sliding. 8 pm. Also on June 
15. 4235 19th St. (at 
Collingwood). Tix: 552-7709; 
www.queerculturalcenter.org 

Studio @ Rhino 

Opening night: "Sax and the 
Single Dyke," a screwball love 
story by Margery Kreitman. 
Two women, roommates and 
close friends, are forced to re¬ 
consider the true implications 
of their relationship when an 
ex-husband reappears and a 
personals-ad date takes all 
three of them over the top. 

$15 ($13 students/seniors). 
8:30pm. Thru July 1 (no per¬ 
formance June 24). 2926 
16th St. Tix/info: 861-5079. 

Diva’s Lounge 

The Black Coalition on AIDS 
presents a show featuring 
MC's Tanya Smith & Alexis 
Miranda, with special Guest, 
Ms. Gay San Francisco, Jada 
Halston. 8pm. 1081 Post 
Street. Info: 615-9945; 
www.bcoa.org 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon. 

Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 



Free anonymous HTV testing: 

1st Thurs, 8:30-10:30pm 
3rd Friday, 10pm-12:30am 

BLOW Free STD check-ups: 

BUDDIES every 2nd Thurs, 8-1 Opm 
upstairs, 933 Harrison 


EXTENDED THRU JULY 29th! 

dirty 

BLONDE 



SUMMER SALE! 


$30 special 

All tickets forTu,Wed,Th & Sun eve. 
Must order by June 10th. 
415-433-9500 only 


"BEST NEW 
AMERICAN PLAY" 

- Ben Brantley, New York Times 

Dirty Blonde gives the 
audience a JOYOUS RIDE. 
Trust me, you want to see 
this exquisite performance 
by Claudia Shear! 

• Richard Dodds, Bay Area Reporter 

HIGHEST RATING! Bright, 
bawdy, funny and touching. 

- Robert Hurwitt, SF Chronicle 

A wonderful, witty, fabulous, 
romantic comedy. 4 HATS! 

- Jan Wahl, KCBS Radio, KRON TV 



DINUEU t ;H6>TRE e»CKAQE 

Z U 


Tues, Wed, Thurs, 8pm; Fri, 8:30 
Sat 3 & 8:30pm; Sun 3 & 7pm 

CHARGE-BY-PHONE 

415 - 433-9500 


Performing June 5 - June 24 
Susan Anton 
Christina Pickles 
Tracee Ellis Ross 

June 26 - July 8 Barbara Rush 
Marga Gomez & Michelle Clunie 


VAGINA 

MONOLOGUES 

A IONA FIDE 

PHENOMENON 

SEX HAS NEVER BEEN 
FUNNIER OR MORE 
POIGNANT 


EVE ENSLER 



CHARGE-BY-PHONE 

415 - 433-9500 

ALCAZAR THEATER 
650 Geary Street, SF 

■^=^awiOE t>i srm 


THEATRE OH THE SQUARE I L3S 

450 Post St. (1/2 block from Union Square), SF I 


WWW. TheatreOn TheSquare. com 


groups working to end violence against women. 
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4077A 18th St. -2nd level- 
Open Daily 861-5787 
Lubrlcants-Condoms'-Erotica 


-Home of The Dildo Mines- 






\TS A TtyO-STEP^ 


Two-steppin’ and Line Dancing 9:30 pm • 2 ar 

Dane* Instruction 9 • 9:30 pm 

Entertainment, Raffle, and Auction 

A benefit for the Imperial Court and 
the Breast Cancer Emergency Fund 
Presented by Mr. S.F. Cowboy 2000 and 
The Sundance Association 



itnuH uiiii 

174 KING ST. @ 3™ SAN FRANCISCO 

Two-steppin' and Line Dancing every Sunday 6 -11 pm 
with dance instruction 6 • 7:30 pm 
415-699-5764 • httD://sundancesaloon. 


Germany’s Stefan 
Mueller is International 
Mr. Leather 2001 



The winners in Chicago: 2nd runner up Houston Davenport; Int'l Ms. 
Leather 2001 Jo Bias; Int'l Mr. Leather 2001 Stefan Mueller; and 1st 
runner-up Darrell Moyers. 


by Mister Marcus 


B efore a cheering crowd of 
more than 2000 leather men 
and women, Stefan Mueller, 
Mr. Bavaria Leather 2001, was 
chosen International Mr. Leather 
2001 at Chicago’s Congress The¬ 
ater last Sunday night, May 27. 
The first runner-up was Mr. DC 
Eagle Darrell Moyers, and the sec¬ 
ond runner-up was Mr. San Fran¬ 
cisco Leather Houston Davenport. 

The word “diversity” best de¬ 
scribes the body of prideful 
leather men who competed for 
the title. The field of 63 contes¬ 
tants included not only many U.S. 
leathermen, but a large foreign 
contingent. Scores of German, 
Dutch, Australian, British, Irish 
and Canadian men were much 
sought after; just listening to the 
dialogue in the main lobby was an 
exercise in on-the-job Berlitz 
training. 

The coolish weather with in¬ 
termittent showers made the 
Chicago climate ideal for wearing 
leather. All the bars and restau¬ 
rants were jam-packed, and the 
Leather Mart took up two huge 
floors, featuring everything 
imaginable in leather, latex, 
chrome, jewelry and 
clothing. Leather mart 
honchos R.J. Chaffin and 
Bob Graves had a thriv¬ 
ing bonanza on their 
hands. 

Mama and her 
Boys were very much 
in evidence, as were 
2002 Bare Chest Cal¬ 
endar cover men Doug and Peter. 

The opening ceremonies took 
place on Friday night, and the pre¬ 
liminaries in the jock and speech 
categories occurred in the same 
ballroom on Saturday night. On 
stage throughout the weekend, 
emcees Joe Gallagher and Tom 
Stice lived up to their advance 
billing and kept each presentation 
going at a good clip. Their ques¬ 


tions to the contestants elicited 
gales of laughter from the audi¬ 
ence. 

Bill Stadt’s stage crew were im¬ 
peccable in executing the show, 
which was headlined by Thel¬ 
ma Houston, who had the 
crowd in a jubilant uproar 
with her “Don’t Leave 
Me This Way” interpreta¬ 
tion. 

It was quite an adven¬ 
ture judging with Jill 
Carter, Thom Dom- 
bkowski, Philip 
Rubin, Jim Raymond, 
Bob Pesce, Jack Mc¬ 
Gregor, Laurie Lane and 
Mike Taylor. The 16 hours of in¬ 
terviews proved a wrenching exer¬ 
cise in bare-it-all dialogue that 
elicited gales of laughter, much 
cheering for stances taken by the 
contestants, and at least 20 
Kleenex boxes worth of tears. 

The 20 finalists in the IML 
competition were: Dan Azevedo 
of Dallas, Bryant Berg of Salt Lake 


City, Todd Cole of Baton Rouge, 
Miro Civin of Amsterdam, Jack 
Darnell of Anchorage, Houston 
Davenport of San Francisco, Tracy 
DeRoche of Palm Aprings, Pete 
Fitz of Los Angeles, Liam Hogan 
of London, Matt LaMantia of 
Boston, Michael Marino of New 
York City, Rick Morris of Chat¬ 
tanooga, Darrell Moyers of Wash¬ 
ington, DC, Stefan Mueller of 
Nurenberg, Germany, Dan New¬ 
man of Cincinnatti, Marc Rosen¬ 
berg of Chicago, Chris Ross of San 
Francisco, Axel teschke of Berlin, 
Peter Theodoropolis of Toronto 
and Daniel Vandenbark of Long 
Beach, California. 

Parties galore 

The IML 2001 weekend was 
chock full of parties all over the 
swank Palmer House, where the 
staff was extremely accommodat¬ 
ing in all departments. The food 
was great throughout the estab¬ 
lishment, and there was no 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, May 31 

Bears of San Francisco (BOSF) distribute funds 
from International Bear Rendezvous 2001 to Do¬ 
lores St. Community Services, Home Care Com¬ 
panions and Lesbian & Gay Immigration Rights 
Task Force at 1930 in the Whitcomb Ballroom at 
the Ramada Plaza Hotel. For details email to 
lnfo@B0SF.org or call 415-541-5000. 

Friday, June 1 

Welcome home and thanks for a job well done for 
IML 2nd runner-up Houston Davenort, at the Pow¬ 
erhouse at 2100 tonight. No rafffles, no entertain¬ 
ment, no puppet show. Just a celebration for our 
main leather man! 

Weekend June 7-9 

Southeast Leatherfest in Atlanta with workshops, 
vendor fair and contest selecting Southeast Mr. 
Drummer and Drummer Boy and International 
Master & slave, to name a few. Always a fun time 
at this noted leather bastion of the South. 

The Potomac MC in Washington, D.C. stage the 
Mr. DC Drummer and DC Drummer Boy contest 
with a weekend chock full of events. The winners 
will go on to compete for the Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Drummer titles in July. 

Saturday, June 9 

Bay Area submissives have their monthly meeting 


today from 1300-1500. For location and/or an in¬ 
vite call (415) 430-2150, Ext, 7848, or send an 
email to info@bayareasubmissives.org. 

The Constantines MC beer/soda bust from 
2500-1900 at the Lone Star Saloon for only $7. 

The Cal Eagles MC have a weekend run to 
Grass Valley for rafting, but no specifics at my 
deadline. 

Wednesday, June 13 

Spray and bray at Wet Wednesday tonight at 933 
Harrison St. Doors open between 2000 and 200. 
Call them at 863-HEAD. 

Weekend, June 16-17 

Gay Pride in Los Angeles, with scores of events and 
the parade on Sunday. Many other cities around 
the country will have their parades as well. 

Saturday, June 16 

One of Manhattan's biggest events, it's the 18th 
annual Leather Pride Night at The Roxy, 515 West 
18th St., with a mammoth auction that annually 
raises thousands.. 

Sunday, June 17 

In New York, GMSMA presents the 5th annual 
Folsom Street East street fair at Washington & 
West 13th St. The theme this year: "Meat." Some 
10,000 people showed up last year, and they ex¬ 
pect a bigger crowd this year. 
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Goodbye to the Giraffe 




by Sweet Lips 


Gary Hotch from LA relaxes at the Giraffe, circa 1990. 


ift up your long necks and 
v have your next toast to the 
mm Giraffe Video Lounge, a Polk 
Street institution for over 20 years. 
Alas, the old bar is closing its 
doors as another chapter for the 
gay history books has ended. 
Among the many bartenders and 
patrons we will miss in this chang¬ 
ing neighborhood, Lips would like 
to say thanks for the memories to 
Kenner, Nooch, the one and only 
Stern, and a veteran Giraffe bar¬ 
tender for umpteen years, the gor¬ 
geous and gregarious Charlie 
Berlanga. Good luck to all of you 
in the future. Now, with your 
roost upset, Bob G., I guess this 
means I’ll be seeing more of you 
up at the ’Vous! Watch out! Man¬ 
ager David Kapp will provide the 
boxing gloves, and Robbie will be 
taking bets on the side. 

L. James is putting together an¬ 
other homo-historical display, this 
time with the Gay Lesbian Bisexu¬ 
al Transgender Historical Society 
of Northern Califor¬ 
nia. His interest in 
preserving the Polk- 
strasse past has led 
him to pitch in * 
with George Banda 
in arranging a display of 
the old Tavern 
Guild memora¬ 
bilia. Paul 
Gabriel of the 
Historical Society is directing this 
project, in which several commu¬ 
nity groups learn from museum 
professionals to keep and present 
their own history. Making a Case 
for History opens today, May 31, 
and runs through June 21 in the 
lobby of the Yerba Buena Center 
of the Arts Theatre. Then it will be 
shown at the Gay Pride Celebra¬ 
tion in the Civic Center Sat.-Sun., 
June 23-24. Do make sure you see 


these display cases, which feature 
the MCC, the Women’s Building 
and other groups. 

As a part of the Historical So¬ 
ciety’s ongoing preserva¬ 
tions, interviews are 
conducted with 
members of the gay 
community to get their 
viewpoint on ancient gay 
times. Paul Gabriel has 
interviewed many of 
my old friends, 
and guess what? 
Yours Truly is 
up next. Lips is, 
after all, the oldest 
bartender in San Francisco, and 
has seen and done many men, I 
mean things. Let’s hope Gabriel 
has a fast hand, because I have so 
much more to say than I can fit in 
my editor-condensed columns] I 
understand from L. James that 
Paul is (in his words) “fucking 
hot,” so I do look forward to my 
private tete & tete. Don’t worry, 
Greta Grass, I won’t exaggerate 
anything. You know only the god¬ 


awful honest truth comes from 
these Lips. 

Cockatielia’s show at the ’Vous 
is packing them in. It’s wild and 
untamed and almost out of con¬ 
trol. During the last show, in her 
final SF performance, Gilda Lily 
whipped the crowd with a giant 
snake, and regular Karen Kill 
picked up a potted palm and 
swung it madly on stage. Wear 
your helmets when 'Til Friday an¬ 
nihilates the Club this Friday, June 
1 with an all-live show — no 
lip-synching! at 10:30 p.m. and 
Midnight. You can catch this crazy 
act every other Friday night. 

Sunday, June 3, the Men of Ex¬ 
otica strip down to barely nothing 
at the Club R-V at 7 p.m. No cover 
charge. Popular Nikko has re¬ 
turned to the pack and is looking 
as packed as ever. 

Some happy birthdays this 
month to Mr. Bellpepper, Michael 
Valdez, Bruce of Reflections, Jesse 
(and happy anniversary to you 
and Travis, too!) and the efferves¬ 
cent Gladys “Day” Bumps. ▼ 


Out There 

A page 30 

“but he welcomes openly gay can¬ 
didates in the party.” This is the 
kind of constipated individual AS 
feels grateful to for the tiniest 
scrap of condescension. 

AS finds there is no anecdote 
to dig up, indeed no outward signs 
of life in his macrocephelic chum: 
Hague’s been too timid to have a 
private life. “Was this the reason I 
was now a journalist and he was a 
politician? Was it because I’d de¬ 
cided to have a real, sprawling, 
embarrassing life, crowded with 
incident — and he had been 
forced to avoid one?” 


Embarrassing is exactly the 
word for this whole suck-up, and 
AS, like his subject, is considerably 
less fascinating than he thinks. 
Here is the mostrevealing passage 
in the long, awful tongue-bath: 
“The Tory Daily Telegraph com¬ 
missioned a poll asking people 
whether they thought Hague was 
‘a bit of a wally’ — a slightly dated 
slang term for dork. Sixty-six per¬ 
cent said yes.” 

States of the union 

Now that the brilliant 3rd edi¬ 
tion of The Sopranos is over, OT 
wants to thank our benefactors, 
who taped every episode and 
passed them around the office. We 
also admit to having had a season- 


long crush on toothsome actor 
Jason Cerbone, who played 
young Jackie Jr. Our amour fou 
was despite the fact that (or per¬ 
haps because) J. Jr. was beautiful, 
dangerous and doomed. Now we 
hear that Cerbone is having a hot 
and heavy affair in real life with 
actress Jamie-Lynn Sigler, who 
played his girlfriend, Tony’s 
daughter Meadow. All we can say 
is, Cerbone’s lovin’ is probably 
worth living in Jersey for. 

Now let us Hail fair Vermont: 
first state to recognize gay unions, 
great state to wrest the US Senate 
out of the clutches of evil Majority 
Leader Trent Lott. Time to stock 
up on maple syrup! Why aren’t we 
all living in Montpelier? T 


Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

scrimping of booze when it came 
to “adult” beverages. The only flaw 
was the dysfunctional elevators. 

The Maple Leaf Party, the 
ABW party, the All California 
Party, tributes to Tony DeBlase, 
the Onyx Dance Extravaganza, the 
Deaf Leather Benefit, the Boot 
Black Fundraiser, the Mid-At¬ 
lantic Leather Blast, and the San 
Francisco Extravaganza — all 
were highlights in a dazzling dis¬ 
play of celebration such as only 
leather people can create. 

The Mr Ebony in Leather con¬ 
test on Thursday night at the 
world-famous Cell Block was 
standing room only, but Patti 
Brown’s staff managed to keep it 
together as three men vied for the 


title which was won by the very- 
friendly Hillary. 

Packsen Burrell won the Inter¬ 
national Boot Black title, vying 
with five other men for the honor. 
Spiffy boots were evident 
throughout the weekend. 

International Mr. Leather 2001 
was another smashing success, 
due in large part to the expertise 
of seasoned and hard-working 
IML staff and volunteers. They 
went out of their way to make 
things smooth for everyone. 

Part of the ceremony on Sun¬ 
day night, included the dashing 
first-ever IML (1979) David Kloss 
announcing the IML 2002 judges. 
Potential contenders are hereby 
advised that IML 2002 will be 
judged by former International 
Mr. Drummer Herve Bernard; 
former IMsL. Pat Bailie; Emmy 
and Ace-nominated TV producer 


and director and former Mr DC 
Eagle Wayne Nesbitt; former In¬ 
ternational Mr. Drummer Brian 
Dawson; former American 
Leather Boy Jerry Acosta; Vice 
Chair of the Ottawa Knights John 
Purdie of Ottawa, Canada; and 
your’s truly. It should make for an 
interesting experience, indeed. 

Know now that IML 2002 will 
move back to the Hyatt Hotel on 
wacker Drive, so make your plans 
now. 

I was gone from San Francisco 
for the entire weekend, but be re¬ 
minded that tickets are now on 
sale for the Phoenix Uniform 
Club’s 10th Annual Uniform & 
Leather Ball, to be held on June 22 
in the Green Room. They can be 
had for $50 at Daddy’s, Image 
Leather, Worn Out West, Mister S, 
and Stompers in SF, and at 
Leather Masters in San Jose. T 


a taste of leather 

8an Francisco's Original Erotica Emporium 8ince 1967 

Cut this coupon out 
and save 20% on any 
leather item! 

Castro Store: SoMa Store: 

2370 Market Street 1285 Folsom Street 

(415) 552-4500 (415) 252-9166 

Toupon expTres 6/30/2001 atast©ofl©ather.com 




Thursday & Sunday Nights DOCK LITE! 


NO DRESS CODE...wear what you want!...FREE 
POOL... $2.00 DRAFT Same GREAT SPACE! 
THURSDAY NIGHT: 

Red Hanky & BARE Chest NIGHT! Show your Red Rag 
or hot Pecs and get DRINK SPECIALS all night! 
SUNDAY NIGHT: 

Yellow Hanky NIGHT! Fly your Yellow rag and get 
domestic draft all night for $1.50! 


This Friday: Boot Party 

Sat SF’s Hottest Leather/Fetish Party 

I52^4issio^t^^4!0^1^864-I52^^^lo«dingdocl«fco^ 
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1.900.884.8846 

Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 

Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time' M with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'” account from any touch-tone phone! 


RARlAl.k 


PARTING 

GLANCES 

-Club Universe 4/21/01- 

To the guys that helped me in the 
coat check line around 3 or 4 in the 
morning when I fainted. Please call 
for "Thank you!"©71223 


-Glen Park Bart 4/26- 

7:30 pm. You, handsome 30s AM, 
standing across the street. Me: 40s 
GWM, short blond hair, crossing 
street with friend. You held my ad¬ 
miring gaze. Can we meet? Q 71248 


Th 4/26 SFAF Dinner, Ft Mason 

Met in bathroom, talked about "20". 
You: beautiful Asian man at friend's 
table. Me: White man trying his tie. 
Coffee? Dinner? © 71249 


Sat 4/28,’’Red Grill’’ 8’ish 

Saw you in the lounge, then dining 
room, me at corner table with 2 
friends. Couldn't take my eyes off 
you. Would love to make you smile 
again. © 71268 


“Castro Community T-Shirt” 

Badlands Fri. 4/27, AM in white 
sleeveless t-shirt wanted to talk. Was 
it wishful thinking, or did you want to 
talk to me too? I'm what you've been 
wanting. © 71269 


5/6 Starbucks@ Church & Market 

11:30am, we were buying drinks, too 
shy to talk. You, cute Asian with sil¬ 
ver ring on right hand. Me: White 
with yellow t-shirt, exchanged glances 
even after I left, Call. © 71270 


•Jeremy, Sunday April 29* 

Enjoyed talking with you at "Pasta 
Pomodoro". I was too shy to ask for 
your number. Give me a second 
chance? © 71271 


Ned!- ‘Sundance Saloon’-May 6th 

Hello Ned, tried to build-up enough 
courage to ask you to dance but you 
left early. Very goodlooking, mascu¬ 
line, nice guy here. Would love to 
hear from you. Q 71272 


‘Jason M.’ From ‘Art C.’ 

Sorry, I missed you but thanks for 
stopping by Weds. 4/25. You were 
cut off before you left your ph#. 
Please try again. Love to see you and 
catch-up. S 71273 


-Steamworks Sun 5-6- 

You tall Asian, glasses. Me tad short¬ 
er, close cropped hair, mustache. 
Kissed in back. I was oral. Smiled at 
each other later. Can we do it again? 
Q 71301 


N Judah @ Church Weekends 8am 

You: AM departing train, Me: WM 
brown hair & glasses embarking 
train. We often smile & wave. Would 
you like to meet for coffee? S 
71302 


Commonwealth Club- ‘Alexander’ 

The Great on 5/17. You admired my 
turquoise ring and I admired you. 

Had a nice talk and would like to talk 
more w/ dinner or movie. © 71320 


N Judah@Church St. Weekdays 8am 

You: am departing train, Me: WM 
brown hair & glasses embarking 
train. We used to smile & wave often. 
Would like to meet sometime? © 
71321 


Dolores Prk & Bay To Breakers! 

2 days in a row, I couldn't take my 
eyes off you! You- yellow shorts 
(5/19) then red shorts 5/20). Me¬ 
tal I, glasses, baseball cap. Let's final¬ 
ly talk. S 71322 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

GWM Seeks Goodlooking Male For... 

Friendship, sex, possibly more. I am 
41, slim trim and fit. Like the out¬ 
doors, quiet, romantic evenings at 
home, loving one another and build¬ 
ing a life together. "Let's make it 
happen!". © 71280 


•Rugged Asian* 

Masculine, dominant, warm hearted, 
smooth, athletic Asian, 53, 5'8", 155 
seeks clean shaven, lean or muscular, 
smooth WM for adventurous, com¬ 
panion or more. Enjoy working out, 
sports, hiking, films, arts and you? S 
71224 


HIV+, Blacks, Latins, Puerto Ricans 

Wanted by HIV+, blond/blue, 5'10", 
160lbs. versatile bottom, 44yrs. gen¬ 
uinely honest & loving, in good shape, 
no fat guys. You be similar. I live 
near Chico, I'm willing to travel, 
please call me. © 71225 


“Looking For A Friend!” 

To spend quality time together, trav¬ 
el, talking, hug & kisses. I am Asian 
65 5'9", 150lbs. Please be under 40, 
trim or muscular, caring & very good 
looking. Thanks. © 71226 


-Tops-R-Us!- 

Big-Dick Italian top likes the cama¬ 
raderie of being with other top men. 
Need a buddy to "Hang", cruise, 
stroke, travel, etc? Age, race, looks 
not important. Masculine in-shape 
men only! Q 71227 


•Handsome Young Russian* 

Is looking for other cute and intelli¬ 
gent Russian or European boys in 
their 20's or 30's only. You won't be 
disappointed and I'm also very faith¬ 
ful. All calls are returned. S 71228 


Asian 4 Friendship Or More... 

Goodlooking GAM 30, 5'8", slim, 
masculine, HIV-with nice personality 
seeks similar goodlooking masculine 
GWM 45 or younger for dating, ro¬ 
mance, LTR. © 71229 


“HIV+” 

Cocktail & bullshit free. 40, 6' 
170lbs, br/bl, w/big fat cut one, look¬ 
ing for another. © 71230 


Regular Guy Seeks Buddy+More! 

Masculine WPM outside the scene, 
tall fit goodlooking, 51, active out¬ 
door and varied indoor interests seeks 
similar 45-55 for serious relation¬ 
ship. Must be HIV neg. N/S, N/D. S 
71250 


•Hairy Top* 

G/Bi WM wanted. Me: 150# hairless 
GWM mid 40, 7"cut, into most inter¬ 
est. Great for fuck buddy. © 71251 


HIV+GBM SKS GWM Dominant Top 

6ft 175, 38 masculine but submis¬ 
sive. Prefer affectionate small build. 
Don't be PC. Tell me how you want 
me to take it. © 71252 


“Muscular Monogamous Man!” 

Into TV, pop culture, dancing, cook¬ 
ing, exercise, tit play/body worship; 
seeks muscular GM for S.F. dates. 

I'm Asian, young 51, 5'7", 150#, 
HIV-neg. NS, ND, no anal. Q 71253 


-That Caribbean Touch!- 

Spanish man raised in the Spanish 
Caribbean seeks other GM for sex 
and fun. I am a top, 5'8", 155#, well 
endowed, salt and pepper hair, into 
yoga and jogging. Very political pro¬ 
gressive avid reader, financially inde¬ 
pendent, good cook and love to travel. 
Into GWM as well as Latin Ameri¬ 
cans and Europeans. HIV-, but very 
HIV+ sensitive. Q 71274 


•Mulatto Guy Intelligent•, 

Educated, real good looking, seeks 
guys for a relationship for fun and 
good times. Q 71275 


VGL Latino “Boy” ISO Hot “Daddy!” 

Me: 5'7", 135#, HIV+, goatee, fun 
and romantic. You: GWM, 40-55, 
goodlooking, financially secure. Dad 
type ISO. Please Call! ©71276 


POZ GBM ISO Vers GWM Bottom 

"6ft, 180lbs. ISO affectionate/ sub¬ 
missive GW M/GLM. Prefer slim, 
short, small build and smooth." © 
71277 


“Goodlooking Masculine Rugged!” 

Man looking for another for deep 
friendship and romance. I am good 
hearted, intelligent, N/S, N/D, bot¬ 
tom. I like rugged hairy tops with 
good hearts and nice cock. Q 71278 


SAJIixlk 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


-———Suck Buddy-r- 

Uncut GWM 5"-10", 165#, 7", 
large balls, HIV-, disease free, non 
smoker, ISO regular suck buddy, 
White, Latino, Asian, North Bay a 
plus. Q 71279 


•Friends, Friends, Friends, Help!* 

Partner & friends have ahh passed. 
Looking for buddies to do things with. 
Can be into many different things. 
Need someone to share time with. Q 
71281 


“Italian Guys I Am Looking!” 

For Italian men who are hung or good 
looking or just plain Italian guys for 
sex, fun or relationship. © 71282 


•Long Big Clean & Uncut* 

Available for White butt. Only. I'm 
36yrs old. 5'7", long brown hair, 
lean, sexy and horny. All calls will be 
returned. Q 71303 


“Ideal Match...” 

For Scorpio are Pisces. GWM late 
40, well educated, honest, kind, 
pisces, bottom is waiting for you, 
scorpio. Let's make our life happiest 
in the world; cause LOVE is EVERY¬ 
THING!! Q 71304 


*Live In Europe* 

With attractive, masculine profes¬ 
sional. You are younger, trim, fun 
loving guy looking for adventure and 
hot times. Q 71305 


34 White Bottom ISO Darkest Top 

5'11", 195. Very muscular and mas¬ 
culine seeking top who likes to be 
very dominant. Role playing etc is a 
big plus! Q 71306 


“Young Boy!” 

You: Over 60, real gentleman, with 
tender fingers. Me: young, shy boy, 
like massage, sport, history. © 
71307 


Palo Alto GAM 45 5’11” 185 36w 

ISO a friend under 46 with average 
cock for me to suck w/no recip... on a 
reg basis. Have car will come to you. 
S 71308 


I’m 29yrs. “Latino!” 

29w,31l, 145wt. ,5'7"ht. HIV+. You 
btwn 25-45 hairy chest & legs in 
good shape and well off. S 71309 


-Cancer Survivor!- 

36, 6', 180, br/br attractive, well-ad¬ 
justed, colon cancer surviving 
(Ileostomy), orally fixated gym going 
GWM with great attitude for life. 
Seek attractive, well-adjusted WM 
for dating. © 71310 


“I Want You The Right Way!!” 

GBM 50, top educated professional 
in need of GWM 50-60, bottom for 
dating, leading to a relationship with 
sexual healing. Let's dine, drink, 
smoke, converse and make love. Must 
be beefy, hot nips ++. © 71311 


ISO HIV+ Little Brother 38yr 

175# 6'2" looking for skinny White 
boy for rough housing & tenderness. 
No drugs, smoke ok. © 71323 


6’4” Very Attractive Thin Model 

Boy ISO smart. Attractive. Stylish. 
Straight Acting boys. 18-25. Me, 
HIV- fun, Artist, straight acting, 
hung. Looking for versatile/ bottom 
for some fun. I like White boys. No 
loco's. © 71324 


-Life Is A Banquet- 

GBM HIV- lean masc toned, eager to 
explore life, you GM 25-40 relation¬ 
ship inclined. Likes music, gym, con¬ 
versation, theatre, deep kissing, ver¬ 
satile. I'm no chicken but this bird is 
still succulent. Let the feast begin. © 
71325 


HIV+ Bottom Seeks SFTop 

52, 5'6", 140 with s/p, brn eyes. 
Honest, grounded w/sense of humor 
about life. Open to any relationship. 
Looking for good communicator. Pre¬ 
fer 40-58 taller HIV+ in-shape. © 
71326 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Art, Photography, Books 

Berkeley Artist late 60's, 5'9"/150 
sensual, active, healthy, seeks 
GWM/GAM, slight build, 25-45 for 
ongoing passionate friendship. © 
71231 


“ISO Leather Daddy?” 

In-shape, blond, 45yo, HIV- son/bot, 
seeks hung leather daddy 60- plus 
into perverse play- bootlicking, piss, 
smbd, cbt work, butt play & whatever 
turns you on. I get off serving mature 
leather tops- and so do they! Q 
71232 


Str8 Hairy Stud ISO Xpert Head! 

Love 2b sucked off. My old lady 
won't do it. Ex-Navy man. Shaved 
head, stach, go-t. 67160/7" cut. 
Mushroom head. Big hairy butt & 
nuts. "Get me out'a the men's john & 
in 2 the sack, jack!" Jockstrap has 
me hot 4 a deep milking. Q 71233 


Seeking Mature Man Of Color! 

SWM, 38, 5'7", 140, brn/blue, cute, 
boyish, witty, charming, educated, 
very oral, bottom but also versatile. 
Uncut, HIV-. For safe sexual fun. 
Older-t-, uncut+, Black+, Latin+. 
Q 71254 
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“Black Men!”- WM 5’8”, 155 Seeks 

3 to 4 Black men to service and be 
their White pussy bitch for a weekend 
at my place. This bitch will take care 
of all needs as instructed. Q 71234 


“I Love Giving Head!” 

To hot White & Latino guys 30-45. 
Me: 6'2" 200lbs, GWM- great 
,mouth and throat for your pleasure. 
HIV- please. Lv msg. © 71235 


Shy? Working Out Your Body? Do 

You like looking at yourself? Feeling 
yourself? "Good!" Would you like to 
show it off as I watch & encourage 
you? Compliment you? Me: handsome 
Latin 40, house in Sonoma County. 

Q 71236 


-Asian Topi- 

Seeking submissive bottom White boy 
slave for painfully loving encounters. 
Boy should be clean-shaven, thin to 
average build, much younger pre¬ 
ferred. I'm 39, 5'6", 140lbs. © 
71237 


•FF Butts Wanted* 

Make me copy of any FF tape ,in re¬ 
turn my med hands up your butt for 
hours. BM 5'8", 185 welcome any 
race, your place. © 71239 


SR GWM ISO Mature GBM 

For mutual touch, J/0. I'm 60's, 
5'9", 155# bearded. You're 45+ 
clean/healthy, medium to beefy. Fa¬ 
cial hair A+. N/D Q 71240 


“Between Boyfriends?” 

Oral service for lean tight guy with 
big meat. Blacks A+. Juicy head 
from experience sword swallower, 
with brains, sense of humor, 40's. 
Call me. Q 71241 


“This Boy Needs Some Lovin!” 

GWM, 42,180#, romantic, uncut, 
hairy, seeks passionate extremely 
hairy daddy types, 40-60 for romance 
and fun. © 71242 


-Enjoy Hot Phone Sex?- 

Then give me a call. GWM, 45, 
165lbs., 7"cut. Enjoy mutual oral sex 
and being a top. Am good at tuning 
into your desires. No S/M. S 71243 


Pete Is Coming & NDS 2b Rode! 

Horny, hunky Italian, formerly of 
Sanchez Street & now residing in Or¬ 
lando, will be visiting SF may 1st 
thru 18th. Total btm, nds to get 
screwed- a lot. Don't miss it. © 
71255 


Milkman Lookin For Good Gumjob 

If you're a 'toothless tiger' and can 
deep-throat a big head while 'gum- 
min' the base of a thick shaft, I'm 
your man. 6', 170, 43, laid-back 
man. Long chew sessions a real turn¬ 
on! Q 71284 


Masculine, Hairy, Hung! 

HIV- 5-9, blue eyes, salt pepper hair, 
61 in great shape. Into arts, exercise, 
professional, Santa Cruz, dating or 
picture exchange for preview ok. Q 
71256 


GWM Seeks Man Of Color Top! 

For friendship, sex, possibly more. I 
am 46, blonde, HIV+, slim. Like out¬ 
doors, nature, mutual massage, the 
arts, music. Please call. © 71257 


-Foreskin Lover!- 

GWM 50yo loves to give head to 
uncut men any age race, cut cock ok 
if over 8". Long slow and deep. Lay 
back and relax, No games. Q 71258 


“I Suck Asian Cock!” 

Attractive White boy, early 30's, 
loves uncut Asian cock. If you're 
Asian, 20-30's, and have a nice uncut 
cock, I'll suck you off. You can feed it 
all to me! Q 71259 


•Weightlifting Nude* 

Have bench, barbell, dumbbells. Strip 
down, workout. Am 48, 5'9", 190. 
You can participate or just watch me 
workout. © 71260 


Blonde Daddies Boy Great Butt 

For the right man. Be tall and big 
play daddy scenes, daytime verbal & 
exciting. Aroma A+. © 71238 


Santa Rosa, S.F. On Wknds 

48- 5'9"-145#, gymtoned, tan, 
handsome & hot, stable, sincere, 
Spiritual. Enjoy hot tub, massage, & 
hot sex- seeks in shape guys only. Q 
71261 


Balls, Balls, Balls... 

Very Bi curious goodlooking w/50 to 
kiss, fondle, lick, suck, loose low 
hangers mutual J/0, maybe more a/w 
any age/weight. Q 71262 


“Naughty Butt Nice!” 

Me: goodlooking, 5'8", 155#, 
smooth, 48y.o. Hot bottom needs 
spanking, probing, & discipline. You: 
trim daddy, or other, who enjoys a 
sub-boy. Q 71263 


“ISO Tit Pigs!!!!” 

Hungry to suck on my big beaut nips, 
masculine, dominant dad 52yo solid 
tight muscular bod. Shaved head, 
tats, defined hairy chest w big nips. 
Also ISO men who are huge, not just 
big tits. Q 71283 


“Al”- SF, 4-22-01 

Al of SF. You responded to my ad 
#71131, "Older Black Men" on 
4/22. Your phone number was incom¬ 
plete. Please call again. © 71285 


•Voyeur!* 

50's gay couple seeks third to watch. 
Q 71292 


Hairy Top GBI WM Wanted! 

Me: 150# slim hairless GWM mid 
40 7"cut into butt, dick. Play open to 
most role clothing WS & other kink. 
Q 71286 


Wanted: “Hung Guys!” 

I am looking for guys who are hung 
"9" inches or larger for a fun time 
with me. I am hung "9" so give me a 
call. Q 71287 


“Hot, Horny, Asian Into Sex!” 

I'm lots of fun, high energy. 5'7", 
129lbs with lean, tanned build. Into 
exploring different scenes. Slender 
guys big plus! Age/race not impor¬ 
tant. Q 71289 


—Attention Hairy Guys!...— 

U turn me on! 42y.o. Hot bottom 
wants to service your needs & make 
you feel good! HIV- only! Lv msg. © 
71290 


Wanted: Hung Men For Servicing 

Goodlooking White guy 40,188, with 
dark brown hair, mustache, smooth 
body, and blue eyes seeks well en¬ 
dowed men for sucking. Only men be¬ 
tween 20-45 need apply. All national¬ 
ities welcome. Q 71291 


I’m A Butt Banger, 47 And Hung 

Looking for masculine, experienced 
men who like it from behind (I use 
the stop and withdraw method). Over 
40 and husky build a plus. East Bay. 
©71312 


Feed Boy Ur Daddick 4 Smooth Job 

WM, 45/67170. baldbuzz, bearded 
digs orally servicin' verbal, booted 
leather/ uniform dadstud w/ thick- 
dick. In gear, ukikback or fuckface, 
longslowdeep. HIV- ub2, no drugs. 
Options: titegloves, gars, reds, spit, 
cuffs? Q 71313 


Bubble Butt Bottom Wanted 

By WM, 49, 6', 170lbs, top, great 
shape. Be slim to muscular, like to 
get rimmed & fucked, between 30-50. 
Prefer Asian, HIV+ only. No fats or 
ferns. © 71314 


•Your Personal Cocksucker!* 

Talented hungry attractive 37yo guy 
seeks laid back hung 24 to 44yo with 
slim to medium build to suck off reg¬ 
ularly. I'm HIV+ healthy. Serious 
only please. © 71315 


Stocky, Hefty, Chubby, Fat 

GBM, 48y.o. 5'11", 250lbs. Seeks 
big men for versatile, uninhibited sex¬ 
ual pleasure. Big, hefty men only. 
Discretion required. Q 71328 


“Be My Sweet Hairy Daddy!” 

GWM, 42,180# seeks extremely 
hairy daddy types 40-60 for romance 
and fun. Must be outgoing and affec¬ 
tionate. Please be hairy! © 71329 


•This Boy Needs Some Lovin!* 

GWM 42,180#, romantic, uncut, 
hairy seeks extremely hairy daddy 
types 40-60 for romance and fun. Ex¬ 
tremely hairy guys please! Q 71330 


Touch Stoke Squeeze Shoot 

Is your favorite part of a massage 
"getting Off?" I specialize in concen¬ 
trating on your mid-section w/ intense 
attention to your cock and balls w/ 
my mouth and hands. Oiled up & 
keeping you on the edge of cummings 
55, clean/healthy ub2. No $. No reci¬ 
procation, just relax and enjoy. S 
71327 


•Striptease: Lost Art?* 

SF-connoisseur, seeks only cut Cau¬ 
casian or Hispanic masculine star, 
20-32, mid- twenties preferred. Im¬ 
pressive face and physique, charisma 
and presentation skills required. Safe, 
confidential fun! Q 71288 


“Oral Master Seeks Oral Slave!” 

Young looking-acting mid 70's mas¬ 
ter-daddy seeks a gdlk'g 18-45 HIV- 
slave or son for ongoing light S&M, 
B/D safe. No anal scenes. © 71331 


•Wear A Toolbelt To Work?* 

Tall 28y/o guy, seeks goodlooking, in¬ 
shape, straight/Bi Construction work¬ 
er, who will let me play with his big 
tool and show me what he can do 
with it Q 71332 


FETISHES 


Healthy Kinky 58 Y.O. 

Bottom manufactures plenty of warm 
brown lube so you'll never stop at a 
drugstore. Q 71244 


“I Clean Dirty Cocks”..... 

And strap-ons after and before you go 
in. Humiliation and piss needed by 
this healthy 58 yo. bottom guy. 
Phone-. Q 71245 


Derby Dude’s/ Cholos, Skimasks 

Skinhead, 28, bootstomper seeks cho¬ 
los, thugs, punks, old school guys who 
wear derby jackets, Ben Davis, steel 
toe boots. I dig servicing. © 71247 


Nipple Workout Partner Let’s 

Work on each others nipple until we 
explode. All levels of experience. 
GWM, 38yo, hairy chest seeks simi¬ 
lar. Q 71264 


Beat This Man.... 

This queer mature pervert requires a 
beating periodically. Good for 
younger fit sadist. Please inquire! © 
71296 


“Daytime Asshole-Eater!” 

Get your asshole eaten by a pro!! © 
71297 


•Shaved Upper Bodies* 

Tall shaved WHM wishes to video 
tape large persons of any race or gen¬ 
der who have smooth chests and 
shaved pits. © 71293 


“Seeking Guy With Piss Load!” 

You good hose, any race, H IV-neg. 
I'm 6', 155, HIV-neg, early 50's, 
East Bay, thirsty, have W/S tapes 
and camcorder. © 71294 


-Seeking Discipline!-’- 
WM, generous, seeks younger defined 
strict yet understanding WM for pro¬ 
gressive bi-monthly corporal punish¬ 
ment sessions including whipping, hu¬ 
miliation & foot worship. © 71295 


“Queer Skinhead Into Aggro” 

01, mate! Queer skinhead, 5'8", 142, 
muscled, tattooed, goateed, hairy, 

ISO mates into 01, boots, skinsex, 
Rough Aggro- kicking, stomping, 
wrestling, boxing, fistfighting, stom, 
leather. © 71265 


GBM 55 HIV+ Bottom 5’10”200lbs 

Sks GWM tops into vaseline-oil 
sleaze. Enjoy my oil massage, video, 
foot-body worship, sucked my butt. 
Open minded to d-long sessions, un¬ 
dressed by me. ©71316 


Seeks Nip Pig Wk-Out Buddy! 

I'm a 46yr. old aggressive bottom 
"Nip-Pig" bear, with huge erect nip¬ 
ples! I'm stocky/ 200# brn, brn, salt 
& pepper goatee, tat's, piercings, 
smoker! ISO super masc., muscular 
dominate "Bear Daddy" nip-pig for 
serious nipple wk outs & growth in 
mind! Smokers A+. Please call! S 
71246 


•{Always Thirsty}* 

50yo HIV- piss dad seeks healthy 
HIV- kickback top with full bladder 
and balls that need regular draining 
pissy underwear A+, willing to train. 
Q 71298 


Big Men!! 

WLM 45, 6', 160lbs. I'm attracted to 
very heavyset men who enjoy slow 
sensual oral pleasure. Gainers, non¬ 
exercisers, kissers, cuddlers A+. Not 
into gay scene or lifestyle. S 71299 


‘Asshole Rimmer Insatiable’ 

Wanted by WM, 49, 6', top, exc. 
shape. Be 25-50 old, love to rim for 
hours, in-shape, no fats. Prefer 
Black, Asian, HIV+ only, regular 
basis. Q 71317 


Seeks Nipple Pig Wkout Buddy!! 

I'm 46yr. old aggressive bottom "nip- 
pig" bear with nice erect nipples! I'm 
stocky/ 200# brn/brn, salt & pepper 
goatee, tats, piercings, smoke! ISO 
super masc, muscular dominate "bear 
daddy" nip-pig for serious nipple wk- 
outs & growth in mind!! Smokers A+ 
please call! ©71318 


“Spiritually Focused Domination” 

Consciousness adventures thru 
bondage, intense sensual stimulation, 
discipline and/ or abasement, guided 
by tantric yogi Oakland WM 54. Ide¬ 
ally you're fit, smart, complex, capa¬ 
ble of commitment. © 71319 


“Let’s F*ck.And!’ * 

Have a sex orgy, good time, all night 
long. Looking to meet up with hand¬ 
some, built well-defined guys who like 
having group sex with others. You: 

No attitude or hang-ups. Me: Fine/ 
toned & extremely built, GBM. 

Please be open minded and non 
racially impacted. Q 71333 


Latex Love 

Play safe! Wear a condom. © SAFE 


COUPLES 


All Nighter W/2 Waiting For U 

Attractive GWM 5'11",185#, 40, 
top & 5'10", 155#, 31, bottom/vers. 
I.S.O. versatile, attractive, gay, men 
21-35 desiring 9",7", tight ass, for 
Explosive Hot Sex, no ferns. HIV- 
preference. © 71266 


“Looking For Three, Four Way Action” 

If you're a couple looking for another 
HOT, masculine male who knows how 
to use his cock, give me a call. I'm 6', 
185lbs. GBM, 9". You guys won't be 
disappointed. Looking to have a good 
time. Masculine and muscular men 
only. Q 71300 


OTHERS 


Englishman Seeks Woman! 

HIV-, University graduate, for mar¬ 
riage of convenience for right woman. 
S 71267 


-Bride The Gap!- 

GF seeks foreign gentleman profes¬ 
sional for mutually beneficial 
arrangement. Honesty, credibility 
communication Important! Q 71334 


-MEN!!!!-- 

Let's have the hottest sex'extravagan¬ 
za Party in the country. "It's hot and 
all fine guys are out!" Looking for in¬ 
teresting guys who like doing such a 
thing. Have a very open mind horny 
and willing to go long sessions. A 
good way to get rid of fuckin stress. 
Muscular & masculine a must. No 
fats or ferns. © 71335 


The Hottest Guy In Town 

Even the hottest guy in town is not 
worth risking your life over. Always 
play safe. Wear a condom and never 
exchange bodily fluids. Remember, 
safe sex is hot sex! Q SAFE 



JOEL KOOSED S 


eettng 


ame 

SALON 


“Good laughs; 
fascinating people .”, 


100 men 
in one night? 


Cut Through the Small Talkie 

Tired of the bars? Meet 50-100 men, a few at a time, at an evening 
of short, thought-provoking, group conversations & ice-breakers. 
Admission $20 advance, or $25 day of event, space allowing. 

Friday, June 1st, 7pm ♦ www.MeetingGame.com/gay 
1st Unitarian Qiurch *1187 Franklin Scat Geary, SF • Doors open at 6:30pm 
24-hr Recorded Information: (415) 435-8655 • Reservations: (510) 525-6207 




• $5.00 EARLYBIRD SPECIAL* 
Admission (Monday thru Friday) 

9:00am to 1 0:00am ONLY 
• FREE LOCKERS • 

{S10.00 REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT REQUIRED) 

• RETURN PASSES $2.00 EACH • 

(ONE PASS PER ENTRY) 

• 4 FIRST RUN 
VIDEOS ON MAIN 

SCREEN EVERY 
WEEK. 

• 4 FIRST RUN 
VIDEOS IN 

LOWER LOUNGE. 

• 3-4 ALL TIME 
HITS IN THE 
UPPER LOUNGE. 

PERFORMERS WANTED: EARN CASH WAGES AND TRIPS FOR AN AVERAGE OF 20 
MIN. SHOWS. FYOU HAVE IT AND CAN DO IT ASK FOR AN AUDITION. 


OPEN SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 9:00am to 2:00 am (FRI. & SAT. 22 HOURS.) 


one block from MUNI and BART 
HALLIDI Plaza Station. INFO. TEL: 885-9887 


NEW SHOW TIMES! 

SUN - THUR 1:00/4:00/7:30 P.M. 
FRI -1:00/4:00/7:30/10:00 PM. 
SAT -1:00/4:00/7:30/10:00 PM. 



Our BARTalk personals system can help vou 

ach out and touch someone 


besides yourself for a change. 


BLOCK OF TIME™ — DON’T WANT TO USE THE #900 LINE? 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30 or 60 minute Block of Time™ with 
discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa. Mastercard, Discover or American Express. 
You will be able to respond, browse and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ account from any touch tone phone! 
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Best gay cop in ‘Worst’ new movie 

William Fichtner plays gay for director Sam Weisman 





7 JUNE 13 


DOUG 

JEFFERIES 

MAY 31 ~ JUNE 6 


DR. CALVIN 

Imported te m 
SWITZERLAND 


a new movie in Morocco and un¬ 
available. “He is totally unrecog¬ 
nizable in this role, isn’t he?” Weis¬ 
man asked. I had not remembered 
that Fichtner appeared as the 
tough fisherman in last summer’s 
hit The Perfect Storm. 

“He is truly a chameleon,” re¬ 
flected Weisman. “I buffed his 
character up from the book the 
movie’s based on. In the book, the 
character was more like Pat on 


Saturday Night Live. We made him 
a cross between David Bowie, 
Tennessee Williams, Truman 
Capote and Mike Nichols. You 
know, Mike Nichols has that con¬ 
dition where he has no eyebrows. 
It makes his character very neu¬ 
tral.” T 


What’s the Worst that Could 
Happen? opens wide June 1. 


Stagestruck 


by Gregg Shapiro 


S ome recent reissues of origi¬ 
nal Broadway cast record¬ 
ings serve as reminders of 
the musical theater’s rich past. 

Bells are Ringing (Sony Clas¬ 
sical) by Betty Comden, Adolph 
Green and Jule Styne opened on 
Broadway 45 years ago. The mu¬ 
sical romantic comedy tells the 
story of Ella Peterson, played by 
the wonderful Academy Award¬ 
winning actress Judy Holliday, 
an operator at Susanswerphone, 
a telephone answering service. 
Talk about a period piece! Di¬ 
rected by Jerome Robbins, and 
choreographed by Robbins and 
Bob Fosse, Bells contains songs 
that have since become part of 
the American songbook, includ¬ 
ing “The Party’s Over,” “Just in 
Time,” and “It’s a Perfect Rela¬ 
tionship” (with the lines, “I’m in 
love with a man/PLAZA 0 dou¬ 
ble four double three/It’s a per¬ 
fect relationship/I can’t see him, 
he can’t see me.”) The expanded 
reissue also features three bonus 
tracks including “Boogie Woo- 
gie Shoogie, Baby of Mine,” 
which had been cut from the 
show. 

More than 30 years later, An¬ 
drew Lloyd Webber’s The Phan¬ 
tom of the Opera was a perfect ex¬ 
ample of the excesses of London 
theater transplanted to Broadway. 
We’d already seen the signs (Cats, 
Les Miserahles ) that this kind of 
over-the-top show business was 
coming our way, but once audi¬ 
ences saw the chandelier crash to 
the stage, they were hooked. The 
original cast recording of The 
Phantom of the Opera (Really Use- 
ful/Decca Broadway), which in¬ 
troduced the world to Sarah 
Brightman (as Christiane Daae) 
and Michael Crawford (the titular 
character), has been re-released in 
a newly remastered edition. Like 
some of the songs in Bells are 
Ringing, songs from The Phantom 
of the Opera, such as “Think of 
Me,” “The Music of the Night,” 
and “All I Ask of You,” have be¬ 
come a part of the popular music 
vocabulary. 

Please step back into the time 
machine for a second. If there was 
an equivalent of The Phantom of 
the Opera in the 1960s, it was 
probably Fiddler on the Roof, 
which opened on Broadway -in 
1964 and in London in 1967 (20 
years before Phantom hit Broad-* 
way). Topol, who played Tevye in 
the movie version, also played the 
lead character in the London pro¬ 
duction, and you can hear him on 
the original London cast record¬ 
ing of Fiddler on the Roof( Sony 
Classical). This expanded reissue 
includes early sketches of a few 
songs and a demo of “We Haven’t 
Missed a Sabbath Yet,” the original 


show-opener. 

‘Hair’ cuts 

There are few pieces that cap¬ 
ture the ’60s better than the rock 
musical Hair. The expansive reis¬ 
sue of the 1968 Original London 
Cast Recording of Hair (Decca 
Broadway) features all of the fa¬ 
miliar, beloved songs from the 
musical, as well as songs from 
Fresh Hair (1970), which included 
several songs that were cut from 
the original theatrical production. 
Other notable facts about this 
reissue include some of the cast 
members who went on to achieve 
a degree of fame and notoriety. 
Marsha Hunt, who shares lead vo¬ 
cals on “Black Boys,” was once a 
paramour of Mick Jagger. Tribe B 
chorus members Elaine Paige and 
Maxine Nightingale may also be 
familiar to some. Paige performed 
lead roles in many Lloyd Webber 
musicals, and Nightingale had hit 
songs during the 1970s with 
“Right Back Where We Started 
From” and “Lead Me On.” Other 
reissues of note in the Decca 
Broadway series include Man of La 
Mancha (with Richard Kileyj, 
Arlen and Harburg’s Bloomer Girl 
(which starred Celeste Holm), and 
Rodgers 8c Hart’s A Connecticut 
Yankee. 

The flipside of Fiddler on the 
Roof would have to be Godspell, 
which actually has more in com¬ 
mon with Hair. The 2000 Off- 
Broadway cast recording of God- 
spell (Fynsworth Alley/Varese 
Sarabande) is an updated version 
of the early-’70s Christian musi¬ 
cal. The band Shirley Temple of 
Doom supplies the rocking musi¬ 
cal backbone, and the young and 
enthusiastic cast infuses Stephen 
Schwartz’s musical with a Rent¬ 
like energy, especially on “Day by 
Day.” 

It’s easy to understand Rosie 
O’Donnell’s weird fascination 
with Seussical the Musical. In ad¬ 
dition to being in the right age- 
group for Dr. Seuss’ books to have 
been a part of her childhood, O’¬ 
Donnell also has young children 
with whom she wants to share the 
joys of Seuss. Overflowing with fa¬ 
miliar characters from Seuss’ 
books such as Horton the Ele¬ 
phant, The Cat in the Hat, and 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, 
the songs of lyricist Lynne Ahrens 
and composer Stephen Flaherty 
make them sing, sometimes in un¬ 
expected ways. For instance, “It’s 
Possible (McElligot’s Pool),” with 
its Beach Boys musical reference, 
certainly broadens the appeal of 
the song. Turning “Green Eggs 
and Ham” into a military march¬ 
ing song is also a unique twist. The 
messages in the songs don’t stray 
too far from the child pop-psy¬ 
chology of the books, making 
them as light as Gertrude Mc- 
Fuzz’s tail-feather. ▼ 


by Tim Nasson 


T he new M-G-M comedy 
What’s the Worst that Could 
Happen? tells the tale of 
Kevin (Martin Lawrence), a career 
criminal, and Max (Danny DeVi¬ 
to), a ruthless, perverted billion¬ 
aire intent on making his life mis¬ 
erable. 

The biggest reason that any gay 
man with a sense of humor will 
want to see the film is not to see 
DeVito in his funniest perfor¬ 
mance since Ruthless People, but 
to witness comic actor William 
Fichtner’s genius. If there is any 
justice, Fichtner will be nominat¬ 
ed for next year’s Best Supporting 
Actor Award, for his role as the 
queeny, hilarious Boston Police 
Detective Alex Tardio. 

Director Sam Weisman filmed 
Boston in spectacular fashion. He 
even made the incomplete Lenny 
Zakim/Bunker Hill Bridge (the 
longest suspended bridge in the 
world) look operational. 

Weisman began his career in 
television directing over 70 
episodes of Family Ties in the early 
’80s, whefi he became friends with 
actor Michael J. Fox. “I decided to 
help Mike’s foundation out with a 
benefit screening for a couple of 
reasons,” Weisman said about 
What’s the Worst’s East Coast pre¬ 
miere. “A lot of people who 
worked on the film wanted a local 
premiere. But I wanted something 
more than that, I wanted to do 


William Fichtner and Martin Lawrence in What's the Worst...? 


something for a charity that 
meant something to me. Since I 
have known Michael for a long 
time and deeply care abouFhis or¬ 
deal, I decided to do something 
for him. I am very grateful to him 
for agreeing to appear at the ben¬ 
efit. He does not make many per¬ 
sonal appearances.” 

About Fichtner’s gay charac¬ 
ter, Weisman said, “His scenes, I 
hear, are getting the biggest 
laughs in the film.” I had to agree 


with him. At the screening I at¬ 
tended in Los Angeles, which had 
its share of gays in the audience, 
the laughs were nonstop whenev¬ 
er Fichtner appeared. In one of 
the movie’s funniest scenes, 
Fichtner is walking his dogs in 
Boston’s gay mecca, the South 
End. According to Weisman, 
Fichtner ad-libbed the line, “Pull 
me like a chariot.” 

Fichtner, whom I wanted to in¬ 
terview for this piece, was filming 


BEST 

GAY 

VIDEO 

ARCADE 


NobHill 

Adult Theatre 

www.nonlnIltneatre.coni 

"Famous From The Day We Opened" 


$10 Discount 
Ticket 
Purchase 
Before 
12 Noon 


2001 GAY 

PRIDE 

ROCK HARD 
PORN STARS 
LIVE ON STAGE 

729 bush @ powell 

best gay video arcade 

29 EROTIC 
NUDE 
ALL MALE 
STRIP SHOWS 
DAILY 

FROM 12 PM 


Chi Chi LaRue 

FALCON STUDIOS 

INVITES YOU 
TO PARTY 
Gay Pride 

Friday Night' 

J 22 June 

EXCLUSIVE 

SCREENING 


SHOCK 


Parti, li 
all sex, huge cast 
addison scott 
chris steele 
robert balint 
roland dane 
justin dragon 
& other men! 




IT'S A PARTY WITH WHORE D'OEUVRES & SPIRITS 
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Rufus Wainwright 


Striking ‘Poses’ 

Rufus Wainwright evolves 


by Gregg Shapiro 


W orking mostly with Sarah 
McLachlan’s producer 
Pierre Marchand on his 
new album Poses (Dreamworks), 
Rufus Wainwright met and then 
exceeded my expectations for this 
follow-up to his lauded self-titled 
debut disc. There’s remarkable 
humor and warmth to “Cigarettes 
and Chocolate Milk,” and both 
“Rebel Prince” and the title track 
are reminiscent of his first album. 

“I’ve known Pierre since I was 
12,” Rufus said. “I worked with 
him before Sarah worked with 
him, a long time ago.” He also 
worked with Alex Gifford on the 
song “Shadows,” which they co¬ 
wrote, as well as Damian leGas- 
sick (k.d. lang’s Invincible Sum¬ 
mer) on the song “The Tower of 
Learning.” The album’s most sur¬ 
prising track, the electric “Evil 
Angel,” features Melissa Auf Der 
Mar (formerly of Hole) playing 
bass. 

There are enough piano and vocal 
songs on Poses to satisfy fans of 
your first album, but you definite¬ 
ly expanded the sound. 

A lot of it is due to Pierre. He 
really was merciless, in terms of 
my songwriting and my ideas. If 
he didn’t like something at all, he 
just didn’t do it. But if he really 
liked something, he worked with 
it. Everything that was put out was 
100% enjoyed by both of us. We 
both really fought for what songs 
we wanted. It was a rigorous, good 
thing for the music to go through. 

One of the examples of the expan¬ 
sion is "Greek Song/' which has 
Asian instrumentation. Who's 
playing that? 

This Indian girl in Montreal, 
who Pierre and I heard on a 
record by this guy named Rama 
Sutra. There was this dance Indian 
music that was happening. We 
heard this woman on the song, 
and we immediately hired her. 

"Shadows" sounds as if you are 
making use of some of the avail¬ 
able technology (drum loops, etc.) 

I think it was necessary to in¬ 
vestigate what’s happening. I en¬ 
joyed the last experience of the 
more traditional string sessions a 
lot, but I want to expand into dif¬ 


ferent directions. 

"California" has some wonderful 
pop culture references that add 
humor, but it sounds as if, under¬ 
neath, there is a love/hate rela¬ 
tionship going on with the state of 
California. Is that true? 

Yes, I think it’s a common 
thread. It’s funny, because there 
have been a lot of songs about 
California, “Californication” and 
“Hotel California.” This is my ver¬ 
sion. I have a severe love/hate 
thing. I don’t live there right now, 
but when I first moved there, I was 
like, “Where has this been all my 
life?” It’s so gorgeous, and there’s 
so much happening. But there are 
massive fronts in California and 
very little backs. It is like a movie 
set. 

Is the spoken snippet at the begin¬ 
ning of "Grey Gardens" from the 
movie? 

Yes, I’m actually meeting one 
of the filmmakers, one of the 
Maysles. They’re re-releasing it, I 
think on DVD. They’re going to 
film me and some other people 
talking about it. I’ve seen it over 
10 times. It really changed my life 
when I saw that movie. It’s about 
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy 
Onassis’ crazy aunt and cousin. 

You do a cover of "One Man 
Guy," which was written by your 
father, Loudon Wainwright III. 

In my opinion, it’s one of the 
greatest songs ever written. In a lot 
of ways, my family has always 
dealt each other in songs. In many 
ways we’ve been closer on stage or 
closer in the studio singing about 
each other than we have been in 
real life. 

Melissa Auf Der Mar playing on 
"Evil Angel" is something of a 
surprise. At one point, you almost 
sound like Thom Yorke of Radio¬ 
head. 

All I can say is that I’ve got to 
perform it a lot, because in order 
to hit a lot of those notes and get 
into that Led Zeppelin-y kind of 
moan, it’s going to take a lot of 
practice. ▼ 


Rufus Wainwright plays the 
Wotapalava gay music festival, 
August 3 at the Shoreline 
Amphitheater. 
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Personals 


MASSAGE 



MAGIC 

TOUCH 


DREWcmt 

415 - 255-0850 

Min. $70/hr - in 

Inquiries are Welcome 

My table is waiting for you. 

In/Out available 
Mon-Fri 12-10pm/Sat-Sun ll-10pm 
Holidays ll-10pm • Tourists Welcome 
Near to Civic Center Muni/Bart 



&■ 

& 


QUALITY 

BODYWORK 

Deep Swedish 
Shiatsu 

Energy Healing 
12yrs. exp. 
$50/hr $70/90min. 
Ed Brophy, MA, CMT 
415-647-4388 



JEFF GIBSON 

CMT 

626-7095 


“I've had hundreds of massages be¬ 
fore and yours is the best- the best of 
the best." 

Joe Marchai, Olympic athlete 


•Deep Tissue ‘Swedish 

•Sportsmassage ‘Cross Fiber 

• Neuromuscular Therapy ‘Trigger Point 
•Soft Tissue Release ‘PNF Stretches 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 267-1817 


Peninsula Full Body-Erotic Deep 
Muscle-Swedish-Sports Therapy 
Healing touch In/Out 650-367-7528 qi 

Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26 Y/0 ASIAN 

In/Out $60 

DAVE*567-7693 

Erotic nude Mas by in-shape 49 yo 
man dwntwnSF24Hr Mark' 398-244 f l 2 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style theraeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-306^. 

RUSSIAN RVR MASSAGE 

Full-body by exp bdywrkr strong 
nurturing healing sens relief * Mike 
(CMT) 707-869-3236/696-5933(0) 2? 


EXCELLENT 

BODYWORK 



^Hwithaccupresme 

AND ENERGY BALANC¬ 
ING. STRONG, INTUITIVE. 
HEALING. NURTURING 
8 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. 
: WWW.MASSAGENET.COM 

GIOVANNI 
415 - 522-1909 





Joseph 

Chang 


Acupuncture 
Massage Therapy 
Near VanNess/Market 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE? 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong, thera¬ 
peutic massage for in-shape guys by 
28yr old Spanish/French guy. Student 
discounts & day/eve late nite appts. 
avail. Eric * 841-5870 


11+yrs exp, Full Tension Release 

*M!D-PENINSULA-CMT* 

in/out, days/eves, Tom, 650-345-7318 




Best L®tin H®nds 

Therapeutic 

Massage 

15 . 595.3091 

oscarmassage .com 




Massage Professional 
from Senna ny 


1 phone: 415 902 0339 
^ jr Swedish, Shiatsu & 
Deep Tissue 

^ www.haraldfrohlich.com 

I n<m*>xu.il<-nvfT«nnH>r>t 


w 

PROFESSIONAL *JH 

0 

Certified Massage Therapist 

< 

• Shiatsu 


• Swedish 


• Deep Tissue 


• Non Sexual 


□ MESALITAoYAOL.COM 

MIKE 

1 

377-4533 
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MASSAGE 


AFFECTION & PRESENCE 

Firm, fullbody erotic massage for fit, 
trim men. Muscular, warm CMT 5'6" 
145# 30"w, gymbody. Nghts/Wknds 
582-8273, www.rourywork.net 

ENERGY MEDICINE 

A training for healers, body- 
workers, erotic/spiritual 
practitioners etc. A one-year 
commitment. Learning Reiki, I, II and 
III, rebirthing, visualization, 
prayer, erotic touch and other 
healing techniques. Dr. Kirk Prine, 
CMT (415) 552-7417 
EnergyBodyCenter.com/ 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb massage from Swedish to 
firm disciplined plus fantasies ex¬ 
plored by mature masseur in country 
setting. Also group social programs. 
Roger 707-525-1771 
www.sr-hideaway.com 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

By a cute, nude, masculine, hairy- 
chested guy. Quality full-body work! 
Nice release! SF, Marin, Peninsula, 
San Jose, East Bay. (510) 912-8812 
Brice*$80 same day/evening Out- 
calls! www.sfmasseur.com 


THAIMASSAGE 

Email www.thaiboy.org 

SWEET RELEASE 

Let tension be stroked away with a 
fully-satisfying, sensual massage by a 
handsome, well-built, experienced 
bodyworker. Rick • 207-9045 


EROTIC 

SPIRITUALITY 

Specialized session. Taoist/tantric 
Erotic, Massage, Anal Massage, 
Erotic Body Prayer, etc. A traditional 
massage required before more spe¬ 
cialized work. For men working on 
both body and spirit. Kirk Prine, 

EdD, CMT 552-7417. Website: 
energybodycenter.com/ 

E22 

WORLD CLASS MASSAGE 
WORLD CLASS LOOKS 

Porn Star CMT 
34Yr 6'. 190Lbs, Built 
John • 415-412-1034 

_E23 

ROMAN HOLIDAY 

Warm, furry, handsome Italian 
offers Swedish/erotic massage. 

Franco 415-533-6877 In/Out 

Massage blonde 27yo 150# 5'9" 
Comes well equipped Yev 251-0174^ 

Relax ‘Rejuvenate*Heal 792-8028 

CLASSY ASIAN 

5'7"xl35# smooth 23y/o relaxing 

ASIAN RETREAT 

Older men & tourists ok 845-8588 

__E22 

Very hot erotic massage 60' both 
Nudes Ins $60 outs $80, Lorenzo 
Mexican papi 29, 180#, 6'1" swim¬ 
mer build shaved head goatee dark 
MS, 7.5 cut. Shave ass & balls . 

Rico! Mornings/ Evenings 
415 378 5049 



INTER-ACTIVE MASSAGE 

By well-fit pro masseur for the 
massage you need. (415) 221-9004 f 

PASSIONATE LATIN BOY 

Carribbean 21y/o Emilio sensual 
nude massage (415) 577 7778 do it 

STRONG SPORT MASSAGE 

By handsome athletic hands 
Day/Eve short notice ok 552 6755 

EASTBAYNUDE MASSAGE 

Fullbody erotic pleasure from warm, 
caring versatile guy. $40 an hour. 

Jim • 510-527-7630 

BODYWORK 

STRATIGIES 

A superior massage delivered by 
handsome inshape PRO 
5ft lOin 170lbs 34 yrs old 
friendly service Tom (510) 912-263^ 

COMPASSIONATE 

TOUCH 

Sensual, Swedish, full-body 
massage by very friendly, intuitive, 
well-toned gdlking CMT. Given in a 
unique, warm, relaxing studio with all 
the amenities. $50/hr $65/90min. 
Page Del @ 415-376-5770 

29 CUTE SPANISH GUY 

Great nude massage/ 290-2041/ $50 3 

MASSAGE 

Thorough, envigorating 
Call Ramon 252*8018 

_E22 

FITNESS MODEL 

Warm sensual powerful hands. Hot! 
Smooth defined “Statue of David" build. 
W/ends only. Cert CMT 310*2930 E22 

NUDE HOTRUBDOWN 

I give a nasty hot-oil erotic sensual 
rub. Mutual touching yes, 

Eves &W-ends. Scott- 921-1550 


Sxy blonde boy will rub u down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 22yp 57" 135 smooth young 
$75hr. In.out 372-0570 Jason £ 

6'1", 180lbs., 27yo swimmers build 

BE RELAXED, RELIEVED, 

REWARDED!!! 

415-648-2050 Joanan-Latin Joe 

NUDE MASSAGE 

Bradley, CMT $60 415 626 1951 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 

Available on short notice CMT 
Great session 753 0840 Achilles 

Relaxing &/or erotic by a very 
smth nude masc Asian * 560-6353^ 

Energy sessions & training for 
healing transformation! Reiki & 
energy medicine. Rob 235-4269 
http://home.gay.com/d-boo 

REIKI MASTER HEALER 

DEEP AND RELAXING 

Swedish massage in the Avenues 
60 minutes $50 386-3832 John 
www.callamassage.com non-sexual ^ 

Massage 4u. In/out 415-289-6776 

ASIAN @ NOB HILL: LEE 

___E23 

Mack's “Fullbody" massage 
in call. My table, out calls too! 

When u knead it pgr 25i-0563 £2? 

MOROCCO 4 EVER 

Join me now-25y. CMT-820 3200 ex 132 
___£22 

“San Jose massage by David with 
Swedish and Jin Shin Do Acupressure 
at 408-297-4063." 



MODEL/ESCORTS 


Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 267-1817 

_E23 

Mike, 36, 5'10", 200#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 

E02-02 

BORN TO SERVE MEN 

HOT, HUNGRY, HORNY BOTTOM 
Alek, 242-4230, 24hrs. in/out 

_E26 

BIKER TOP, ITALIAN 

6'3", 225lbs, muscular, inked, 
thick stache & tool 13ee feet 
Bruno 415-596-6235 

£22 

BEAR MEN 

Furry men of all sizes wanted for 
XXX videos. Beards a plus. Fun at¬ 
mosphere 510-215-1517 

E22 

COLLEGE LAD 

Slender, cute, open-minded. Massage 

too! In/out Travel 208-8099 

_ £22 

BB Bottom In/Marin, Out/Bay Area 
Ted*(415) 459-3488 


Handsome 24y/o w/packed shorts 

SOCCER JOCK 

Lean, athletic body-top/vers. 

Kevin pg# 605-5328 in/out 24/7 £?2 

Frat Boy Hunk 

Solid Muscular Pecs, Abs & Legs 
Deep throat and.young jock ass. 

5'9", 155#, 30"w, 8" 739-7312 

__ [ _'_E24 

10" X 6" CUT 6' 6" 220 BR/BL 45YO 

XTRA HUNG DAD 

All scenes -kink- 24 hrs 255-8093 

SM,BD, verbal, role playing. 

_ _ £22 

BONDAGEMASTER 

BD- SM-Elect ro-stim- the expert! 

WWW.BONDAGEMASTER.COM 

Handsome himg Italian 34, 6', 160 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Tight lean bod hairy chest/legs 
ail top masc dominant real 10x7 
gentle strength & arousing edge 
intlgnt, verbal, kink-2-vanilla 
outcalls/hottubs/travl Bay Area 
415-256-6743 TomBuStonexxx@aol 
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MODEL/ESCORTS 




Hung 10x6 & always hungry. 

X-Tall smooth muscular body-6’6 
220lbs 36yo. Expert Top 
Extreme Goodlk Masc. SF only. 
Fri/Sat/Sun 24 hrs. Daytime/ 
weekday appts. Couples & older 
Gentlemen welcome. 24hrs. Out-call 

Rob $200 • Cell: 314 8208 





HORNY 


soutHerri 


sexy 
college boy 


andrew/out only 
317-5635 cell 


Bulldogy 

mw.btilldogy.com 


5' 11", 240 lbs. 

415-595-7348 

in/out/travel 


ATTRACTIVE in/out $150 

415.33G.8135 


HOT CHINESE STUD 

25y/o, 5'H", 172lbs, big, uncut, top, 
smooth, suave, playful 415 251-026^ 

LEATHER/SM/FANTASY 

40yo top 6T',195# 7"uncut, flattop 
Gdlking into bondage, s/m, w/s, 
f/f, cbt, violet want, toys boots. 
Beginners? Have playspace & equip. 
Scott(415)414-1132Pg# In or Out^ 

EROTIC NUDE MASSAGE 

By good Ikng, blnd/bl, 6' swimmer. 
Friendly, sexy, tender to raunchy 
100 in/more out. Ez freeway+Bart 
Brad (510) 418*0979 (In Berkeley^ 

Get Naked/Relax/Hug/Release/ 
Oral/8" Nudist/346-4966/Ken/$60 e2? 

AFFECTIONATE 

******5JU D****** 

25 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
1" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME 415-227-7727 


WWW. 

TOTALTOP 

.COM 



TWENTY YEARS OLD 


Page: )OSh 4i5.4i4.3263 



Joey 786-1427 

Filipino, 29, 5'8’V 145# 

www.sexyboy.com 


MULATTO GUY 9” 

“Every white man’s fantasy, 
every white man’s dream!” 
24hrs(415) 7/5-4771 


Young, great, staying power 792-8028 

VIETNAMESE STUD 

_E22 

133yo 5'5", 130# 8.5x6" 

So. Italian Top - out only 
Angelo 415-414-4664 


SAN JOSE STUDENT 

Justin - 24 6'2", 175 cute, 

Naturally smooth runners build, 
awesome endowment, In/Out 408- 
348-4425 or EscortinSJ@aol.com ^ 

Erotic massage by handsome 
gentle daddy age 45 well hung 
outcalls only $60 Dave 503-1629 


45lbs Tight Build/Versatile 

SEXY PUNK BOY 24Y0 

Fun/Diff scenes. Hot Handsome 
Yum! Call Bob 251-1643 


RED- HOT STUD 

Ex-navy, 35yo, 5'll",185#,8x6. 5c, 
jock/leather, mild/wild, top/btm 
sling/playroom, B&D, TT, FF, WS 
Credit cards evenings only. 

Red 415-290-0979 


Handsome dashing man into all 
scenes, killer shape, nice ass, call 
me 208*8099 24hrs. In/out. 


KINKY BLACKTOP 

Hot, hung and ready. Private and dis 
creet Tony (510)336-1999 



FETISH, ANYONE? 


FRENCH MARINE 

Bodybuilder, 
220lbs,6T\52ch,21”A, 
26 years. 

New in town from 
Paris, France 

(415)540-9268 


Are you a man with a unique imagination? 
Special cravings? Enjoy erotic 
adventure tailored to your special kink; 
Mild to edge. Private playroom. 

Call LEATHERMASTER 
436-9379 


RICAN&BLKMALE 

Versatile. 24yrs 5'11" 170lbs. mus¬ 
cular tatoos very sexy very attractive 
10 1/2 cut out only $200 call Angelo 
510-508-1977 

f?: 


HANDSOME/HARD/HORNY/HUNG 
35, 6'2", 215# MUSCLE TOP 

*HRYMSCLDAD* 

Xtremely good-looking. German 
Ancestry. Blond/buzzd w/ goatee 
Mrhrymscl@aol.com 415/336*0444 


Dominant oral/top kicks back/service 

10”X6”**U N C UT** 

Very Verbal**Role Play** W/S 
Out only ***830-8128*24 hrs.* 


20Y0 COLLEGE BOY 

5'11" 150# 8"cut/thick 
Swimmers build. Naturally smooth. 
Mediterranean, boyish looks. 

Brian 708*8207 Out 

E23 


BLK PLAYFUL HANDSOME TOP 
Long lasting stays hard and clean 
Older Guys and Bears A+ Out only 
CEDRIC PGR. VM 510 639 6576 


AUSTRALIAN GUY 

Just arrived back in S.F. 

Hot blonde guy muscular 180lbs. 
Very handsome, very sexy, big 
tool. Call Rob for friendly time 
Cell 415 377 2377, 24/7 


ITALIAN GUYS! 

I'm the guy who knows what the 
Italian male really wants! 

(415) 775-4771 24-hours 


S/M SENSUALITY 

-long, & slow-my specialty. 
6’2”, 185, strong, gymtoned 
master into all aspects & 
degrees of leatherplay. 
S/M, B&D, FF, WS, raunch. 
Lord 431-0959 




DIRK ANGEL 

Heart, humor and intelligence 
in lean muscled form. 

Talk, travel, et al. 

When you have time to spend... 
Cell: 415-203-7027 
email: DirkAngel4@aol.com 


GREAT ENERGY 

Sexy str8 & very attractive 
5'9" 180lbs muscular & fit 
blond, blue & gorgeous! 

Mike 415-995-7550 & 707/510 areas 


ASIAN BAG OF TRICKS 

Come into my parlour. Asian puppy 
25-handsome-QT.Pie. 820 3200 ex 132 


Clean cut handsome bi 8" daddy 5' 
11", 1701b. Nob Hill- prvt & safe-yng 
18-40 slim uncut Asian+Latin- or Wht 
$30 in-out-travel pg 278-0258 


TWO HOT FOR YOU 

WWW.QUEERSF.COM/ESCORTS/ 


BACKSIDE 

Very,sexy, handsome, well-built 
bottom. Great, butt/legs beautiful 
tool. 364-1890 for all my stats. 


HORNY ENGLISH LAD 23 

Smooth, slim, blond bottom 
from kink to kissing 
Pg Alex 790 3773- outcalls 


MEET DAX! NEW 
STUD IN TOWN! 

CUTABS, HUGE TOOL 

6'1" BL/GRN 170# 10X7UC 
HERETO STAY. CALL 

415-902-7378 


DOMINATE ME 

Into S&M top, bottom, toys, experi 
mentation, etc. In/out travel 
young lad call me 208*8099 £ . 

HNDSM BEAR TO SERVE! 

Chase/415 *820 *1658/ $85.00/ out 
6ft, 270lbs. Hairy, brn/grn/goatee 
ftbl player type and nice guy! 


HOT STEVE 

MASCULINE AUSTRALIAN GUY 
dark, handsome, mascular, 

5*10,170, well hung 
easy going, intelligent, 
respectful & fun 
for details contact Steve @ 

415 378 0061 

OR H0TSTEVE4SEX@A0L.C0M 

_E23 

Sensual massage by nude masseur 
Bob $30/hr 510 843 4408 
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MODEL/ESCnBTS 


455# 2Byo br/blu shaved head 
erotic massage 


muscle worship 


I out only ie, ° 1 ’ 577.7321 

I slimnmuscly@yahoo.com 



Hard top 8x6 415 540 2284 Robert^ 

TOTAL PACKAGE 

24 yr-old, muscular, very 
attractive, masculine Asian 
with friendly personality. 

(510) 207-2527 

__ E22 

Visiting area: Hunky uniformed 

COWBOY-COP-FIREMAN 

6'4" 238lbs. 30's 100% man 
size 12 boot, size 8 hose 
Fill your fantasies now 
Call Buch 510-220-8066 

E22 

BLKPAPI CMT 5'8" 177 8THK 
Sensual Nude Erotic Deep Tissue 
323*459*4117 outcalls only. Make 
appts early as I book up fast!! 
facelink.com/blkpapi 

9” SEXY UNCUT! 

6'2" 160# brn/grn, outcall only 
entire Bay Area, have sexy hot 
blond friend! Nick 415-939-9112 

E22 

NEW IN TOWN 

Cleancut handsome guy 
5'10", 155 lbs., brown/blue 
Smooth, Lean, Muscular body 
Very Cute, Very Versatile 
Call Matt 24hrs. (415) 267-4821 ^ 

BLACK PUERTO RICAN 

Light brown skin, boyish, cute 
kink-friendly, 24, 5'8", 132#, 7 1/2 
cut, Eric in SF: pg (650) 523-6038 
Out calls only. 

___E22 

Hot hung masculine muscular 

HANDSOME LATINO 

Out only uncut Ricco (Pg) 540-8612^ 

Button Asian doing outcalls. eve 
ning and weekends (650) 302 3598^ 

SAN JOSE BOY 

25, 5'11", 165#, blonde hair 
Pager/voice: 408-882-8669 
www.SJBoy.com 

___E22 

LIVE THE MYTH! 
RENTDEREK.COM 

GBM 9.5x6uc 415.999.8322 $200 fj) 
6' 235# very handsome bald guy w/ 

THICK MUSCLES 

Great thighs/ calves & big manly 
muscle butt. Awesome hairy chest 
36"waist 19"arms; also avail, for 

FETISH/FANTASY 

tickling, uniform, etc. 415 902 0748 

HOT SALSA 

Slender, sexy, well endowed. Any 
area. 415-789-8094. 

HOT & SEXY 

Very handsome, well endowed bedroom 
eyes, creative, well fulfill all 
your fantascies & more207-6117 



PARTY GUY “9” 

(415) 775-4771 24-hours 

22Y/0 YOUNG FRISKY 

Boy, cute and horny for you to 
enjoy. 5'9", 135 lbs, slim... 

Call for more (415) 414-4200 

_ X ' _E 

WANT IT ROUGH? 

Lean smooth leather top, 32 
gives it like you need ut. Sling 
FF/SM/BD/WS TT humiliation 

PAGE JACK 219-5608 


YES SIR!! 

Musclr bottom to serve you 
Take control page Nick 709-1467 


Nine inches! Sexy, fun, intimate. 

WWW.THOMASESCORT.COM 


57" 135#sexy, slim, smooth 908-8888 

ASIAN PORN STAR 

Hot, horny, handsome $65in/$85out 


Masculine and passionate 

TAHOE MOUNTAIN STUD 

6', 195, 33, bi, dk. blonde, muscular 
gd Ikng top, Tahoe, Reno 
Zach 530*545*0883 msg. 


SONOMA CO. MODEL WANTED 
Must be slender, pretty, 18-25 
POB 186 Rio Nido, Ca. 95471 


SEXY, MASCULINE 27Y0 

5'9" 150# muscular body, playfull. 
Out only call 540 8593 


Handsome* Masculine*Hung*Dude 

KICKS BACK FOR YOU 

5'll"-175-Br/Gr-30's-8" Days OK 
SoMa-Randy 309-1032 $75/ln 


FORCEFUL PLOWING 

By hot hung top pg 888 215 2268 


EXOTIC/EUROMODEL/TOP 

5'10"/170lbs/that , s lean & 
muscled/sexy & passionate/ 
uncut & masculine/$150hr/out 

LUC/205-9665 24HRS 


HOT AUSSIE 
BLOKE 

Everybody wants an Aussie- Don't you? 
Hot cleancut classical good looks. 

Lean beef. F/S/S out 415*310 2930 


Yep, you read it right 

STR8TR SKATER 

is back! If you don't already 
have it, my # is 415 289 6843 v/m 


LEATHER KINK 

LONG, SENSUAL SESSIONS 
WITH ATOP WHO ENJOYS 
TAKING HIS TIME. TALL & 
BUILT. FULL PLAYROOM. 

RICK 431-0959 


* YNG HORNY MUSCL TOP* 

MSCLSEXYDAD 39 

BTFL UNCUT 8"/5'9"/165# 

Vry gd looking French Mediter. 
HNDSM *HAIRY* W/GO-T 
Msclsexydad@aol.com/533-9143 ^ 

RAW MUSCLEBEAR 

Aggressive, passionate bottom. 37, 
571", 235#, 48"c, 18"a, 28" 
Thighs, 8x6, Intimidating looks w/a 
Teddybear heart. In/Out 
Nick 415-595-7348 

___E22 

Hot & horny 22yo smooth/verstl 

SXY NEW BOYTOY 

Blonde/green 5'7" 135 boyish body 
In/out $150hr. Jason 415-948-9589 


Big Thick Norwegian Meat 540 6079 


Stocky, super-hairy watersports 
King-private spaces. 339-7465 
Can also top u w. toys/hand/fist 


Hot x-smth Asian bottom 5'8", 140 
swimr bdy bubl-butt also 4 bondg 
fistg span kg etc. Joey 560-6353 


Studly White boy, cyclist 29yrs. 

LEGS AND ASS!! 

BUILT LEAN, CUT, 0 BODY FAT 
Go-t, red bush, tight pink hole 
gdlkg, killer butt, hung nice 
eager. I do it all. Tad 605-0469 


SPANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

Bottoms up 4 fun $40-820 3200 exl32 


DISCOUNT SEXY 

Model "9" $20 $30 $40 24hrs 
(415) 775-4771 24-hrs 


Masculine 28yo horny hot & hung 

HNDL MY WEAPON 

Clint*540-5311*buzzcut & goatee- 
6ft. nice pistol. Apply orally- 
in/out-calls & travel ok 24hrs. 


HOT NUDE 

SERVING VALLEJO E.BAY 

6'2" 200# Italian 35 yrs old 
Well hung. Gives erotic, sensual 
massage in the nude. Ph Anthony 
at (707)648-8808 



i55lbs, 8" cut, versatile 
www.michaelvincenzo.com 
com Cell: 407.963.6453 




KIPPED! 

6 % BodyFat - Recent Pic 
SUPERHERObod@Aol.com 
Steve 415-582-8515 


■BP 

smooth muscular 
genuinely handsome 


Tom BuStone 


SF BAY AREA 


Handsome Hairy Hung 
6' 160# 35 All Top 


Hey, buddy-wanna see it hard? 
Follow my long thin spread legs 
to the 

BIGGEST MEAT IN TOWN. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
HELD DAILY. 

Call Peter at 577-6685 


33, 5'8" 150# toned hairy tattooed 

SMALL PRO HANDS 

Jeff 415-215-8396 Out only 

___E25 

SEXY SUPERHERO 

W/MIGHTY ROD SAVES 

CITY! TALL, HNSM, 29Y0 
Brn/blu, cln-shvn, amazing smile 
hung 9.5x7 top/vstl out only 

SETH 252-8552 


Casting 

“CURIOUSLY STRONG” 

Male models to ride on the Altoids 
float during the Gay Pride Parade 
June 24. Casting call: June 1, 2001. 
Warwick Regis Hotel. 490 Geary 
Street. Casting hours are 1:30pm to 
6pm in the Act 1 meeting room. 
Please bring shorts or swimsuit. 
Paying $250.00 


Very masc nsty btm Al 861-4650 



Professional Kink 
Trustworthy Domination 

Open-Minded Fetish Play 

Discreet Role Play 

Safe Massage 

HOT! 


Its your money - 

Demand Quality 
415-256-6743 


Calls returned in 5 mins. 
emaifcTomBuStoneXXXiaolcom 
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liMuim 


PEOPLE 



Try us online: at www.Dcitincj.cont 



1-206*424-555» 

Cheapest way to meet real Vt 



CTJsraftwrrEID 1-900-505-2323$, 



''party! 

Browse, 

match, 

chat! 


F§m 

> <y®& 

Record a listen to ads FREE! 

- 247-5555 

access code: 6244 

tor optional feature* lOt NTS ttoes not prescreen caller* 800-825-tSfle 


18+*S1.98/MIN 

900-DV8-LTHR 


FETISH TALK 

S/M SEX 

KINK PERSONALS 


MEET SEXY SINGLES! 

Connect with local singles TONIGHT 
on The Confidential Connection® 
18 + Listen to & Record personal ads! 
Cafl 415-247-2000 Use Access code4858 


Meet MEN Right Now! 

EHS 

Preview each guy before you 
decide to connect live! 

Try it for 

FREE 

(415)707-2400 (510)281-2400 
(408) 539-2400 (650)640-2500 
(707)582-2400 (925)955-2000 

ftlM Ml Ml MM IBM MM MM, MB dI 

Brrr m s’ H 'i H 




■ are looking to hook-up on Club 
I Voice-MAlii 18+ Record & Listen 
FREE! Call 415-247-5555 
Use Access code 1737 


TALK*SEX*PERSONALS 
LTHR* FETISH* S/M* KINK 
18+*MC*V*AE*D*CHECKS 


Tall, Dark & Huge! 

Connect with HOT LOCAL MEN! 
TONIGHT on Club Voice-MALE! 
Biowse/MatdYChati 18+ 

Call415-247-5555 

Use Access Code 1348 


HOT J&AV tAVTAW 

talk 1-1 or interactive menu for 
a mind-blowing experience! 

1-900-435-0695 

$2.99-$4.99/min 18+ 

1-888-206-2804 

$2.49-$3.49/min V/MC/iLMEX 18+ 


ALL MALE PARTY UNE 

Connect live to hot local guys or lis¬ 
ten to the Ads for FREE! Just call 

1-888-272-7277 

And enter FREE trial code 2166 


BayAreaR 


REAlfEPORTER 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
HereT 


X-B0LD 


Stops Here T 


BOLD Stops Here T CAPS Stop Here T 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-B0LD triple price 


I I I I 


iiii 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Number of Issues Classification 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 
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people 


XXX WEB 



3-somes & More! 


Listen & Record to personal ads! 

Call 415-247-2000 Use Access code 1778 




• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$ 2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415)981-8123 


Fnd a group or start 
V y „ your own TODAY on the 

^^CONFIDENTIAL CONNECTIONS 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


Bare-Assed Spanking 
Experienced, Safe: 504-7776 
www.daddyhoward.com 

_ E01-2002 ' 


BI-CURIOUS? 

Explore your desires..TONIGHT! On 
The Confidential Connection! 18+ 

CALL 415-247-2000 


noon* men 


Use Access Code 3954 


WM, well bit, 8", nds well bit men 
(20-37) w/firm butt to eat. 776-7472 


PENIS-ENLARGEMENT.NET 

FDA Approved vacuum pumps/surgical, 
permanent & safe. Enhance erection.Lat- 


est enlargement info: 619-295-HUNG or 
900-976-pump ($2.95 min) ^ 

Butt Bottoms wanted for FF/toys 
415-752-0971 

E39 

Hot boy sux boys 18-26 753-1004 

E2S 

Blowjobs, etc. 415-285-8390 

£24 

SF neg top, 46, needs horny 

younger bottom * 551-1520 

E27 


ARE YOU A BARE CHEST 
CALENDAR MAN? 

Have you been on ANY calendar since 
it all began in 1985. If so, you're in¬ 
vited to a BC Calendar Reunion Party 
at the Eagle on Saturday, JULY 28 th. 
For more info, email HatchetQ@aol. 


Body Trim & Shave * Castro Area 
Location. Call 4 apptmt * 626-1168 

___E26 

WANTED: Vintage gay/straight 
photo erotic. Edwardian, 40's to 60's 
Cash paid! Bob (415) 777-5911 

Safe sex is hot sex! 




Reserve advertising space NOW 
for the 2001 Pride Issue of the 


.EPORTER 


Display Ads: Friday, June 8th @ 5:00pm 
Line Ads: Monday, June 18th @ 12:00pn 

Inserts: Friday, June 8th @ 5:00pm 

Issue date: Thursday, June 21 

Pride Parade & Celebration: Sunday, June 24th 

Call for rates 415.861.5019 
or email BARadv@aol.com 



































































































Tlx $3 Advance $ 10 ait the Door / Advanced tickets availai^e through ticketsxom or at Nob Hitl Grocery Store 


Sponsorship Opportunities (408) 293-1598 
Vendor Space (831 > 338-2578 

Check out www.sjgaypride.com for complete details 

Volunteers Needed (408) 278-5563 or www.sjgiaypride.conn 


Other Pride Events 


Santa Cruz Pride Celebration San Jose Kickoff Party Official Pink Party 

Sunday, June 3 Thursday,June7 Saturday, June & 

www.santacruzpride.org Foxtail Bar, San Jose Macs Club & Waves Club 

(408) 278-5563 39 Post Street, San Jose 

www.sjgaypride.com 


Stay Downtown and 
Celebrate? AH Weekend 

For More/ Reservations 

l-S&S-SANJOSE 


m 




























